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Night, Would he had another purse to cut| Zekiel. 
Edg. Purse 1 a man might ciH out his kidneySi I think, and he never 
feel 'cm, he is so earnest at the sport. 

Night* His soul is half-way but on's Ixxly at the game. 

Edg, AwTCy, Nightingale ; that way. — Barthohmrtv Fair^ iv. i. 
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Tillffagt — The woodcut of ' Dekker ' in bed uleep in no way i< 
failhfiil lo the oiiginal. Tilt features eiipedail; are grote5<)iieI]' 
false. The dreanuni; poet's nuse Ls in the original nurrow .ind 



out. Our admitBble fac-siroilc <in 4°) will therefore be doubly 
aeccplablc. The late Rev, Thomas Cotser. in his ' Collectanea 
Aoglo-Poclica ' (*. h.). has re-uscd Mr. Hall 1 well -Phillipps' wuwl. 
block, and hjr the kindness of the Chclham Society I am enabled 
to give an impression from this as used hj both (pa^ 5), to prove 
how utterly unbithful it is to the origirtal. See Memorial- Iain)- 
dnction on the probable likeness of the Author herein, 
le original tractate consists of 13 leaves (B. Museum 39, e. 6). 

A. B. c;. 
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Reader, here is fuch ft Book 

Will make you leap before you look, 

And (hift, without being thought a Rook. 

The Author's aiiy, light, and thin, 
Whom no man Caw e'r break a (hin. 
Or ever yet leap out oPs (kin. 

When e'r he iliain'd at Hoife or Bell, 
Tom Charles himfelf who came to fmell 
His faults, dill fwore 'twas clean and well. 



William Cartwrighi, 



Dekker his Dreame. 

In which, beeing rapt with a Poeticall 

Enthufia/me, the great Volumes of Heauen 

aod Hell to Him were opened, in which he 

rtad many WondtrfuU Thinp. 

Eft Dtus in nobis, agUante ailefdmus Illo. 



LONDON 

Printed by Nicholas Okes. 1620. 




To THE TRVELY-ACCOMPLISHED GeNTLEMAN, 

and worthy Deferuer of all Mens Loues, 

Ma^er linDVMioti Porter. 
Sir: 

5f you ajke why, from the heapes of 
Men, I picke out you onely lo bee that 
Mums ahteneus, which tnuft defend mee, 
let me tell you (what you know already) 
that Books are like the Hungarians in Panics, who 
haue a Priutledge to holde out their Turkifh Hijiory 
for any one lo reade. They heg nothing, the Texted 
Paft-bord talkes all ; and if nothing be giuen, 
nothing isfpoken, but God knowes what they thinke. 
If you are angry, that I thruft into your hands 
a Subset of this Nature ; O good Sir, taks me thus 
far into your pardon ; that it was impoffibU for me 
lo beget a Better : For the Bed on which feuen years 
I lay Dreaming, was filled with thornes tnftead of 
fethers, my pillow a rugged flint, my Chamber- 
fellowes (Jorrowes that day and night kept me 
company) the very, or wor/e than the very Infernall 
Furies. Beftdes, I herein j imitate the mofi Courtly 
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Reuellings ; for if Lords be in the Grand Mafque^ 
in the Antimafque are Players : So in thefe of 
mine^ though the Diuell bee in the one, God is in 
the other ; nay in Both. JVhat I fend you^ may 
perhaps feeme bitter^ yet it is wholefome ; your befi 
Phyficke is not a lulep ; fweete fawces leaue rotten 
bcdies. There is a Hell named in our Creede^ and a 
Hcauen, and the Hell comes before : If we looke net 
into thefirfty we fhall neuer Hue in the laft. Our 
tofjing vp and down (here) is the Sea, but the land 
of Angels is our Shoare. Sayle fo long as we can 
beare vp, through Honors y Riches^ PleqfureSy and 
all thefenfuall Billowes of the World ; yet there is 
one Harbour to put in aty andfafely to arriue (There J 
is all the Hardnejfcy all the Happinejfe. Bookes are 
Pilots in fuch voyages: would mine were but one 
point of the Compajfe^ for any man to fteere well by. 
I doe not thinkcj but euen thofe Courtiers^ who are 
mojl taken with the glittering of Pallaces^ doe from 
thofe glorious Enter-viewes, mafques^ tilt-triumphsy 
&? fuch likcy (with which their eyes are fo often 
banqueted )y reade fometimes excellet leSlures to their 
fouleSy by a comparatiue laying thofe tranfitory Ones^ 
and thofe immortall beauties of heauen together. 
The very Roofes of kings Court Sy do almoft draw vs 
vp to I fuch a contemplation : For when the Paue^ 
ments of fuch Places are at the beft but Marble^ yet 
the vpper feelings are like Firmaments of Star res: 
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7here ycu fee the golden Etnhofments and curious 
Enchajings : The true brauery is abotu. 

An excellent Dinner was that in France, when 
thi King and ^an JaU at Tabic, and with them, 
Thomas Aquinas and Bonauentura (the two great 
Schoolemen): ivhUJl the others were feedings one of 
theje caji an earneft and fixed eye vpon the beauty of 
Ike ^eene : at which the King wondring, afied, 
why hie did Jo? O (quoth he), if the great 
ff^erie-maifier, out of a peece of clay, can mould and 
fafliion Jo admirable a creature as your ^een is ; 
I am rapt into an afionifhable amazemit to thinke, 
how glorious ihoje Bodyes are, who are Courtiers 
attending vpon his Maiefiicall Throne. Jf I hold 
the Pen longer in my hand, I fliall fall afleepe againe: 
But howfoeuer I wake, or haue mine eyes clojed, 

/ refl, 

Euer ready to do you (erutce, 

Tho. Dekker. 



DEKKER HIS DREAME. 

1620. 



NOTE. 

For *■ Dekker his Dreame ' I am again indebted to the British Museum. 
The last page of this exemplar is executed in marvellous fftc-simile by 
Harris. In i860 Mr. James O. Halliwell (now Dr. Halliwell-Phillipps) 
reprinted this tractate in some 25 copies or thereby. His Copyist did 
his work most perfunctorily ; his errors of omission and commission 
making the beautiful little book just so much waste-paper. The fol- 
lowing are some of the more flagrant blunders — 

Fagf 8, line 28, 'feelings ' for ' feelings.' 

»» 13> If '5» onward — the whole of the margin-notes are 

omitted — without notice. 
28, • sphaete * for * Sphaere.' 
10, 'greping' for * griping.* 
28, • Trumph'd for * Triumph 'd.' 

17, " Honor and Greatnefle wore Immortall doathing " 
— dropped out. 

3, 'bufferings ' for * buffetings.' 
7, ' broken starues * for ' broken statues.' 

26, 'the 'for 'he.' 

26, ' thereby * dropped. 

II,' tembling ' for ' trembling. * 

18, 'daly'for'dayly.' 

19, 'nor 'for 'or.' 
21, ' were ' for ' where. ' 
15, 'for 'for 'fet.' 
19, 'hUlish' for 'hellish.' 
10^ 'though* for 'through.' 
19, ' ruffian ' for ' Ruffian. ' 
25, ' he * for ' be.' 

9, ' At * for ' A.' 
28, 'digestion* for 'disgestion.' 
12, * sale ' for ' sayle.* 

7, 'than* for 'then.' 
24, 'tylLs' for 'lylts.' 

4, ' perwid ' for ' jperiurd.' 
17, * head ' for * bread. ' 
24. ' Tob ' for ' lob.* 

' nimicum * for ' nimium.* 

" I neuer flept in a Rich lordly Roome '' — dropped 
out. 
9, ' I ' before ' neuer ' superfluously. 
3, ' Like ' for ' Little. ' 
12, 'a * before ' Methuslem's * superfluously. 

All these in a slender pamphlet, and over*and-above scarcely 
numerable departures from orthography, capitals, italics, etc., etc. 
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TO THE READER. 

i^VT of a long Sleepe, which for almoft 
ftuen yeares together, seized al my 
fences, drowning them in a deepe 
IjCthe of forgetfulnelTe, and burying 
mee to the World, in the loweft graue of 
Obliuion / : Meeting in that drouzy voyage with 
nothing but frightfull Apparitions, by reafon (as 
now I guefle) of the place in which I lay, being 
p. Caue ftrongly Ihut vp by moft Diuellirti and 
iireadf;ill Enchantments ; I did at laft fall into a 
Dreame, which prefented to my waking Soult; 
infinite Pieafures, commix'd with In-vtterable 
Horrors. More did I behold thus Sleeping, then 
cuer I could before, when my eies were wide open. 
I climbed to the tops of all the trees in Paradifc, 
and eate fweeter Apples then /Idam euer tailed. 
I Went into the Star-Chamber of Heauen, where 
Kings and Princes were fet to the Barre, and when 
the Court arofe, I fed vpon manna, at a table with 
Angels. Urufalem was the Paliace I liued in, and 
Mount Sion the hi), from whofe top, I was dazled 
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12 TO THE READER. 

with glories brighter then / Sun-beames. This 
was my Banquet: The Courfe-meate was able 
to kill mee. For I was throwne (after all this 
Happineffe) into a fea Ihfernall, and forced to 
fwim through Torrents of vnquenchable fire. All 
the layles of Hell were fet open. And albeit the 
Arraignements were horrid, yet the Executions 
were ten-times more terrible. loyes tooke me by 
the hand in the firft dance, but feares and Ibrrowes 
whipt me forward in the fecond. I muft not now 
tell, what I faw, neither can I now fee fo much 
as I haue told. What Muficke led both thefe 
meafureS) do but open my fong-Booke, and the 
LefTons are there fet downe. 

If the Notes pleafe thee, my paines are well 
beftowed. If to thine eare they found vntuneable, 
much are they not to be blamed, in regard they 
are the Aires of a Sleeping Man. 

Farewell, j 





DEKKER HIS DREAME. 

Which beeing truely Interpreted, is 
able to comfort the good, and tcr- 
■ rifie the Bad. 

§HEX downe, the Sun his golden 
Beames had layd, 
And at his wefte^n^ Innc his 

iourney ftayd, 
Thus Sleepe the eyes of man 
and beaft did feize, 
Whileft Hee gaue hght to the Antipodes : 
I flep'd with others, but my Sences ftream'd 
in frightfuil formes, for a Strange Dreanic I 
Dream'd. 

Signes before the lart Day. 
Peace fled to Heauen (me thought), w..rr.... 

And as fhe went, 
Her Roahe fell from her, which Warre '^^ ^'f°'^- 

finding Rent finniifrcMni 



i 



14 DEKKER HIS DREAME. 

an vniversau Into a thoufand Ragges, dying them in 

Peace; so be- ^^ .. 

fore his last Cjall, 

thTibl^iif n^ Mix'd with Mans bloud, and charged 

General wsirs) i Txr i i 11 

euery mans thC World tO Call 

^raglins"^ Thofe / fpoyles his Enfignes : then (all- 
*"° ^^' Arm'd) beftriding 

A Canon, and with Thundring voyce diuiding 
Nations CoUeagu'd ; down fell the Golden Chaine 
Of Sweete Commerce, linck'd both by Loue & 

(iame : 
Order ran mad, Diforder fild his Roome, 
When beating at Hell gates the Fatall Dromme, 
Out-yffued Vengeance, Horror, Inceft, Rape, 

Famine. Famine and Death, in the moft vgly ftiape 
That Hell could fend them out in. At thefe 

Sights, 
Seas threatened Shores, The Earth (in ftrange 

affrights) 
Shooke at the Center : then (me thought) one drew 
From his Full Quiuer, poyfned ftiafts, which flew 

Pestilence. With buHiing feathers of Hot Peftilence, 
Filling the wide-worlds vaft Circumference 
With blaines, and blifters, whileft each Kingdome 

raues. 
To fee the whole Earth but one field of Graues. 
Treason. Anon (me thought), Treafon, and 
Murther cry'de 
Kill, kill ; wilde Vproares Gates flew open wide ; 



DEKKER HIS DREAME. 15 

The Father ftabd the Sonne, the Sonne the 

Brother, 
Man was not Man, till he deftroyd Another ; 
Each man was both the Lyon and the Prey, 

And euery Corne-field an Aceldema : 

A Citty on a Cittics mines ftood, 

And Townes (late peopled), now were Lakes of 

Bloud. 
As boyftrous billowes, boyftrous wanes confound. 
So Nations, are in Nation's glories drownd. 
The Turkifh Ha!fe-moone on her filuer sbuery. 

Homes, 
TolTes the Chriftian Diadem, and adornes 
The Sphaere of Ottoman with Starry light, 
Stolne euen from Thofe, vnder the Crofle who 

fight : Ciuill vproatfs. 

The / Sacred Empire did it Selfe o're whelme ; 
State on ftate trampled ; realm did beat down 

realme : 
Religion (all this while) a Garment „^,ieion „,,je 

wore, BMrumpet. 

Stayn'd hke a Painters Apron, and turn'd Whore. 
To feuerall Countries, till from deepe Abyfme 
Vp her Two Baftards came (Error and Schifme), 
She in That motley Cloake, with her Two 

Twinnes, 
Trauell'd from land to land, fowing Ranck 

Kniies, 
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Which choak'd the Good Ojrne, and from them 

did rife 
Opinions, fadtions, black leau'd Herefies ; 
Pride, Superftition, Rancor, Hate, Difdaine, 
So that (me thought) on earth no good did Reigne. 

All this afore named (and more terrible pne- 
diAions then the weake Pen of a (illy man can 
fet down), are liuely written in God's Etemall 
Calendar : where his Prophet Ezechiel thus 
thundereth forth the Terrors foregoing the later 
Day [Ezech. 39]. 

The fifh of the Seas, Birds of the aire, Beafts of 
the field, and al that creepeth on the ground, 
together with all humane generations which Hue 
vpon the face of the earth, ftiall be in an vproare. 
Hils ihall bee ouertumed. Hedges broken downe, 
euery ftrong wall fall to the ground. I will call 
againft them the fword from the tops of all 
Mountaines, and euery man's fword ihall bee bent 
againft his owne brother ; my Judgement fhall bee 
in peftilence and bloud, &c. And I will raine fire 
and brimftone. 

Marke, how an Euangelift feconds a Prophet, 
with this new battry vppon the world. When (faith ' 

Luk. 21. hee), you fhall heare the fame or bruite of 
warres and vproares, be not afraid, for that thefe 
things muft bee. And yet prefently the end of 
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the world (hall not enfue. One Nation (hall rife 
agahift another, and one Kingdome (hall inuade 
another ; there Ihall be great earth-quakes, pefti- 
lence, and famine, moft terrible Signes and tokens 
from Heauen. 

The latter day. 

Thefe tranfitory, poore Terreftriall terrors, 
Seru'd but as Heralds to found forth the Horrors 
Of woes Eternall ; this, was but a Sceane 
To the Great following Tragedy. So that then 
(Me thought) one (ttting on a Raine-bow, founded 
A trumpet, which in earth-quakes Earth con- 
founded. 
And then a voyce, fhrill {but Angelicall), 
Full of Command and Dreade, from heauen did 

call. 
To Summon the whole world to (tand to th' Barre. 
Both All that euer haue beene, and now are. 
To giue a ftrift account how they had fpent 
That Tallent of their life, which was but lent. 

We muft All be Summoned before the Tribunall 
Seate of Chrift, and euery man receiue either Good 
or Euill, according as he hath behaued himfelfe 
whilfl he liu^d vpon earth. Chrift taketh Account 
of all his Tallents. Luke 12, 16, 19, 10. Matt 26. 
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Terrors / of the later day. 

The Leaues of Heauen (me thought) the rent in 
Clouds sbruck funder, 

menu Out of which. Lightning brake, and 
Horrid Thunder, 
Which pafh'd (in peeces) Kingdomes: whizzing 

flakes 
Of Brimftone rain'd, that Seas feem'd Burning Lakes : 
Rocks crumbled into powder; Scalded Mountaines 
In their drie lawes, dranck riuers vp and fountaines : 
Fury, with Snaky locks and Smeared hands, 
(Tofling about her eares two firy brands) 
Met Wrath, and Indignation, rauing-mad. 
Tearing each others flefh, and wildly clad 
In Skins of fpotted Tygers : vp and downe 
They ran, and fpied (at laft) Confuflon : 
With whom fwearing a League, black ftormes 

they Hurrd, 
With whirlewind violence to crufh the world. 
And bury her in 's quick Ruines ; All the Floore 
Celeftiall, crack'd and fell downe in a fhower 
Of Bloud, whilft the Terreftiall Pauement bum'd, 
stams. In which the Starres to fpent-out SnuflTes 

were tumd ; 
sanne. The Sun leap'd from his Chario^ and in 

feare 
Moooe. Of Firing, headlong ran to th' Moones 

cold Sphsere, 
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But flie (for all her Flouds, Ice, Frofts and Snow) 
Did like a lumpe of fteele i' th' Furnace glow. 
The Sun and Moone were neither Sun nor Moone, 
Their Shining could be caid, nor Night nor Noone ; 
This MaJTy, Vniuerfall, Earthly Ball, Tii=v.oHd 
Was All one Bonfire, and it burnt out "" ^' 

All. 
In an eies Twinkling, more by Fire was loft 
Than Twenty Earthes ; and all their wealth e're 

coft. 

Chrift / his coming in glory. 

As in an Army Royall {led by a King), Asimiio. 
After the Canons Sulphurous thundering, 
Battring downe Bulwarkes, Rampires, Parapets, 
Forts, Gabions, Palizadoes, Cazimates, 
Horror on all fides Roaring, Wings here flying 
At Wings (like armed Eagles) ; here Troopes dying, 
A butcherous Execution through the field. 
Bellowing with Fiend-like threats, when yet none 

yeeld. 
Though Death ftalkes vp and downe, ghaftly and 

pale, 
The Vitfiors Wreath lying in a doubtful! Scale; 
The King himfelfe, fafe guarded on a Hill, 
Seeing this black day, yet ftirring not vntill 
He findes fit time to Strike: then downe, amayne, 
Whorrj'ing he comes ; a glorious dreadfull Trayne 
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Of High-Heroick Spirits, circling him round, 
Who with fwift Vengeance do their Foes con- 
found. 
And flaue-like drag them at prowd Chariot wheeles, 
Whilft miferies (worfe then Death) tread on their 
heeles : 

So (but with greater Terror, State, and 

The teiTOur Wondcr) 

oomming. Hcaucns Supreme Monarch (one hand 

griping thunder. 
The other ftormes of Haile, Whirle-winds and 

fire, 
venietspien- Enfigns of his hot-buming quenchlefTe 

doreRutilans ^. ^ ^ 

pulchritudine ire) \ 

jtistis ama- ' When the Worlds buildings, fmothered 

bilis, Impijs i • r i 

horribiiis. Jay m Imoake, 

(With (parkling eyes), Maieftically broke 

Esay 28. Out of his Pallace, ne're fet ope' before 
And flood like a Triumphant Conqueror, 

o Death ! Trampling / on Death and Hell : About 

where is thy . 

sting? &C. him, round 

(Like petty Viz-royes), Spirits (me thought) all- 
Crownde, 
How Christ Shewd, as if none but Kings, had bin his 

comes guarded r^ a 

and attended. CjUard ; 

Whole Hierarchies of Saints were then preferd. 
With Principalities, Powers, and Dominations ; 
Thrones, Angels, and Archangels, (all att' once) 
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Filling the Prefencc : Then like heauen-borne 

Twinnes, 
Flew fiery Cherubins, and Seraphins ; 
Whilft the old Patriarches, cloath'd all Pa,riard»ei 

in white, ""^ '3- 

Were rap'd with Joy, to fee beames far more 

bright. 
About the Prophets and th' Apoftles Prophets. 

runne 
Than thofe whofe Flames were kindled at the Sun. 
Martyrs (me thought), with felfe-fame Mafiyra. 

luftre fhtnde, 
As Gold, which feuen times was by fire reiinde : 
Virgins, whofe Soules in life from Luft virgini- 

liu'd cleare, ^'- ^ 

Had Siluer robes, and on their heads did weare 
Coronets of Diamonds. Were my Fmgers flint. 
My Pen of pointed Adamant, t' imprint 
Charaflers in tough Iron, or hammered in imiianoa 

bi^fTe, "U'^\.'" 

Mine inke, a depthlelTe Sea; All thefe 

(alas!) 
Would be worne out, ere I one iyne fhould draw. 
Of thofe Full Glories, which (I dreamd) I faw ; 
Nor could I write this (though it be but meane), 
Did not feme Angell guide my Fainting Pen. 
Gods Heire Apparent (here once made away) 
Triumph'd in this his Coronation day, 
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In which Heauen was his Kingdome, Mercy his 

Throne, 

luftice his Scepter, a Communion 

Of Sanftified ibules, the Courtly peeres, 

And his Star Chamber Lords; who now had 
yeeres 

Which / neuer tum'd them Gray, by Times rough 

wether, 

Greatnefle was now, no more cald For- 
The Saints in tunes fether, 
au perfection. Nor Honor held a fruitle/Te golden 

Dreame, 
Nor Riches a bewitching fwallowing ftreame. 
Nor Learning laugh'd at as the Beggars Dower, 
Nor beauties painted cheeke a Summers Flower. 
No, no, life endlefle was, yet without loathing. 
Honor and GreatnefTe wore Immortall cloathing ; 
Riches were Subieft to no bafe Confuming, 
Learning burnt bright, without Contentious fuming. 
Beauty no painting bought, but ftill renew'd. 
Each one had (heere) his full Beatitude. 
O my weake eyes! how did your Balls (me 

thought) 
Burne out their leUy, when they had but caught 
One little-little glimpfe of thofe Diuine 
And in-acceflible Beames, which did out-fhine 
Hot-glowmg coales of Fire ? no mortall Sight 
Can ftand a Maiefty fo infinite. 



g£ks:er ms dreame. 

whofe Pii 
ranfom'd Kings, 
Yet put vp Spettings, BafFulings, Buffet- /««•; *« 

mQ-s elorifieil in bU 

° perfeelion. lo 

Efa. 50. lerem. 3. Math. 26. ^e Tem,r 
Marke 14 Luk. 22. mdomnfe. 

That Head, which could a Crowne of Starres haue 

worne. 
Yet fpightfully was wrench'd with wreathes of 
Thome. 

Math. 27. Mark ij. lohn 19. 
Thofe Hands and Feete, where Pureft flamps were 

fet; 
Yet Naild-vp like to Pieces Counterfet. 
Psal. 77. 
Thofe / Lippes, which though they had Command 

o're All, 
Being thirfty. Vinegar had to drinke, and Gall, 

Luk, 23. 
That Body, fcourg'd and torne with many a 

wound. 
That his deere Bloud (like Balme) might leaue vs 
Sound. 

Luk. 23. Pfal. 129. Zach. 13. 
The Well of Life, which with a Speare being 

tride, 
Two Streames (Myfterious) gufh'd out from the 
Sde. lohn 19. 



J 
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Meflias, great lehouah, God on hie^ 

Yet Haild, King of the lewes, in Mockery. 

Math. 27. Mark 15. Luk. 23. 
The Manger-Cradled Babe, the Begger bome« 
The pooreft Worme on earth, the Heighth of 

Scome. Math. a. Pfal. 22. 

That Lord, by his Owne SubieAs Crucified, 
Lo, at this Grand Afllze comes Glorified, 
With troopes of Angels, who his Officers are. 
To call by found of Trumpe his Foes to a Bar. 
Thus flood he Arm'd ; luftice his Breaft-plate was, 
Judgement his Helmet, ftronger farre than Brafle : 
On his Right Arme, Truths Shield he did aduance, 
wisd. s. And turnde his Sharpned Wrath into a 

Lance : 
Out of his Mouth a Two-edg'd Sword did flie, 

Apoc. I. To Wound, Body and Soule, eternally ; 
Arm'd / (Cap-a-pe) thus, who *gainft him durft 

fight? 
There was no ground for Strength, nor yet for 

Flight. 
At this (me thought) All Graues that euer held 
Dead Coarfes, yawn'd wide-open, and compelled 
The bones of Dead-men vp witH* Flefli to rife ; 
Yea, thofe on whom the Seas did tyrannize. 
And droun'd in wrackes, and which were peece- 

meale eaten. 
With liuely bodies to the fhoares were beaten : 
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Whom Sword, or Fire, libbets, or Wheeles had 

tome. 
Had their own limbes againe, and new were 

bome ; 
From the firft Man God made, to th' laft that died, 
The Names of All, were here Exampli- xheGemraU 

fied ; '^"" 

EjTip'rours and Kings, Patriarches, and Tribes 

forgotten. 
The Conquerors of the world (moldred and 

rotten) ; 
Lords, bcggers, Men and Women, young and old, 
Vp (at a Bar fet forth) their Hands did hold. 
The ludge being fet, in open Court were layd 
Huge Bookes: at fight of which, All y^e books 

wercdifmaid, '^ ^S"" 

Would faine haue fhrunck back, and Vniuquiiciue 

fell downc with feare : 



Foimidabiles 

(Which thofe Great volumes held) '*"»> fpeneo- 

Charafler'd deepe "^pia «"« 

With Pens of Steele, Eternal Files to °^^^£ 

keepe ijiaeenDque 

r eginius in tiac 

Vila : illic non 
solmn Artns, renun el toplaliones, ct inlentiooe* Conlii. scripis enint. 
Ephia in lib— De Veta Pccniientiie— Cap. 4- Quiil ""Ws mtariis (»1, 
com omnU (tnbi Vaiueno) palam facia, In mn aperto, larnqoe illiu 
Iri thtalm denudaW. Hotninmn nobis partim eognlloniin, paiKtn 
iDCOgnitotum ocnlii Bubijcienmrf ic D. Chiysostoni : Hontil. 5. Ad 

D. III. 4 
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Of euery Nation, fince the Earth began, 

And euery Deede, Word, thought of euery Man : 

Sins hatch'd in Caues, or fuch whofe Bawd was 

Night, 
The Minutes of the Ad were here fet right. 
Great men, whofe fecret Damn'd fins vizards wore 
So clofe, that none vpon their Browes could (core 
The leaft Black line (becaufe none durft) had here 
A Bill of Items in particular. 
What / their Soules owed for Sin, to Death and 
Or, if it happened that they er e did well, [Hell ; 
In thefe True loumals, it as large was found. 
And with rich promife of Reward was Crown'd. 

The Bookes were opened^ &c. Apoc. 20. 

Which done (me thought), the Seflions thus b^an, 
Confcience the Cryer, cald forth euery Man 

Cosdence To make appearance ; and (though to 

the Court. my fight 

The Numbers that were there were infinite) 
In an Eies-twinkling, yet they parted were, 

Triticuma ^^^ Good firom Bad, the Spotted from 

sitanijs. bono ^j^^ Clcarc : 

pisoes a mails *.*»** ^w^^m* «» , 

«^P«**^^ The Wolues and Goates to th' left Hand 
howling went. 
The Lambs, and Harmelefle Sheep to th' Right 
were fent : 
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After this Separarion, vp did rife 

Heauen's Lord Chiefe-Iuftice, and this Sentence 

flies 
Out of his DreadfiiU Breaft: O you (quoth he). 
That hauc my Lambs bin, and did -n,^ lo^- 

foUow me, b^s^r^r^ 

As your true Shephcard, and did know "" p™""^ 

my Voyce, 
As 1 in you, you ftiall in Mee reioyce : 
And now is come the day : this is the Houre 
In which my Ble(tmgs on your Heads I poure : 
Beloued of my Father, Come and Take 
A Kingdom layd vp onelv for your fake ; (^^^ ^ 
For me you hauc bin Mock'd, Reuil'd, ^^^l"' 

and Beatc, ^'*' ^ 

Mount therefore now into a Glorious Seate: 
O bleffed word.' which none but he can fpeake, 
O word of Loue Diuine ! when (not with 

weake 
But Armes Omnipotent-ftrong, fpread ope' wide) 
He cries. Come, Come ! How is Man dignihde 
(Being / but a Vaflaile groueling on the ground), 
Kext to his Kings owne Throne thus to fit 

Crown 'd ? 
Come and poflefle : O what (hall you The exteHenec 

PO"*^''C- anee laid %T> [n 

A Klngdome, whofe vaft Boundes none "j^^,^ 
canexprefle: ""'^ 
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Had all the Peebles in die worid but cut 
Into Rich Diamonds, and both ladies pot 
Into Two Hils of Siluer, and fine Gold, 
Nor all Kings hoarded Trcafurcs downe bdng told. 
Can this Inheritance buy, which for your Good 
Is purchaft at a High Rate (Chrifts deerc blood). 
Come and Poflefle, what Tune can nener Rot, 
Theeues fteale, Warres fpoyle, or Cank'rous Enuy 

blot ; 
Come, and pofleile, a State, whofe Tide, Law, 
Attorneys Wiles, no, nor the Scarlet Awe 
Of corrupt Judges, euer can Intangle : 
No Bawling Pleader at the Barre (hall wrangle 
To proue the Right of This, being Stronglier 

Grounded 
Than De(cents Lineall, by which Realmes are 

Bounded. 
Set at his Table, which doth Euer lie 
Couered with banquets of Etemitie : 
Salutations Cup ftands fill'd for you to th' Brim, 
Come Drinlce, where Immortality doth fwim. 

Come and PoflefTe, you blefled, Bleft in This, 
The deere Sonne giues you a Coeleftiall KifTe 
For welcome : Come you blefled, and poflefle 
Wealth, Honor, Glories, Pleafures numberlefle. 
The not-guiitv Forth-with (me thought) they All were 

how rewarded. CrOWn d With gold, 

Set thick with Starres, and in their hands did hold 
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Scepters of fparkling Diamonds, which out fhinde 
Sun-beames, or Siluer, feuen times being Re-tinde. 
The / Joy at this, was wondrous : Ail the Skies 
Danc'd to the foundes of feuerall Harmonies ; 
Both Angels and Arch-angels loudly fung, 
All Heauen was but One Inftrument well ftrung. 
But They, who on the Left-hand were fet by, 
(As Out-cafts) (hooke and trembled fearefully, 
Like falling Towers: their Si nnes and The cu'ity how 

Soules were black, i«rp!«ed. 

And troopes of Hel-hounds waited at their Back : 
They beat their breafts, they tore their flefh and 

haire, 
And curfd that houre in which they firft drew 

aire. 
And then with Grones {able to fplit in funder 
Their very Soules, like frees riuen,f(j^,^,^. 

through with Thunder), J^"" '*^.'* 

'-' /' gneotHis, what 

They wrung their hands, fobd, Arik'd, "^J^J,^'^"?"- 

& howl'd, & praid ^"^ '" 

That Rocks and Hils might on their backs be 

layd 
And they to duft be grinded, fo that they 
Might from the ludges face but turne away : 
And feeing themfelues inforc'd to ftand the 

Doome, 
They gnaJh'd their teeth, and curfd their mothers 

wombe : 
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icrem. 25. They who on earth were reard (Coloflus- 

PsaL W high) 

Spurn'd Kingdomes, trod on Thrones, and did defie 

Omnipotence it felfe, into bafe graues 

Tombling: prow'd Monarches here tooke place 

with Slaues, 

And like to broken ftatues down were throwne, 

Trampled, and (but in fcorne) not look'd vpon. 

The ludge Their cries, nor yellings did the ludge 
impiacaSc. regard. 

For all the doores of Mercy vp were bard ; 
Juftice and Wrath in wrinkles knit his forhead. 
And thus he fpake : You curfed and abhorred. 
You brood of Sathan, fonnes of death and hell. 

In fires that ftill fhall bume, you ftill 

The Malcdicli. ^ ' ' 

(hall dwell ; 
In / hoopes of Iron then were they bound vp ftrong, 
(Shrikes being the Burden of their dolefuU Song.) 
Scarce was the Sentence breath'd-out, but mine eies 
Euen faw (me thought) a Caldron, whence did rife 
souies tor- ^ pitchy Stcemc of Sulphure and thick 

mented. Smoakc, 

Able whole coapes of Firmament to choake : 
About This, Diuels ftood round, ftill blowing the 
fire, [wire 

Some, toiling Souies, fome whipping them with 
A-crofle the face, as vp to th* chins they ftood 
In boyling brimftone, lead, and oyle, and bloud. 
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Millions were here tormented, and together 

{All at this Scdions doomd) were condemnd hicher. 

My frighted Soule (me thought), with terrors 

(hooke 
To fee fuch Horrid obieifts : bloud forfooke 
The conduite pipes of each Exterior part. 
And ran to comfort and defend the Heart ; 
But the worlds Glorious Frame being rac'd in fire 
And none aliue left, 1 had then defire 
(Me thought) to fee That black Infernall Court, 
Whither (in thoufands) Soules did fo refort. 
The way was quickly found ; paths Fadiisdc- 

numberlelTe Auemi. 

(Beaten with fecte which thither fafl: did pretfe) 
Lay trodden bare ; but not One Path vestieia nuiu 

returning, rtiroisum. 

Was euer feene from this dark houfc of Mourning, 
This Flaming Kingdome hath One Ferriman, 
And he One Boate : he rowes through Acheron, 
Styx, and Cocytus, Riuers that in Hell 
Spread all the Countrey ouer : Fogges ftill dwell 
Stinking and thick, vpon them, and there growes 
Vpon their bankes (in wild difordered rowes) 
The / Poplar (white and black), with blafted Ewgh; 
The deadly Poppy, Cyprefle, Gall, and Rew, 
(Emblems of Graues, Tombes, Funerals, and 

Beeres) ; 
And on the boughes no other Bird appeares, 
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But Schriches, Owles, and Rauens, and the (hrill 

throates 
Of Whiftlers ; death ftill liftning to their Notes. 

Thefe Riuers of Hell, Poetically inuented, 
A pardon for caiy a Morall and Myfticall Inter- 
Fictions, may pfctation : fof AcheTon (the nrft water) 

iwiihout much >•./.•,. /r* o i /» • 

begging) \^ fignines Bittemefie : Styx, a deteftation ; 

curioiis ccn- and Cocytus, a Sorrow or Repentance ; 

true vsc of and are thus applyed. When ibules, by 

the Inciusiue /• /• t • o* tr 

moral, no way rcaion OT their Sinncs, are to pane ouer 
from Diuinity. the troublcfome Riuers of Death, being 
tormented with remembrance of the lofle of worldly 
Honors, Riches, &c., then they pafle Acheron, it is 
a bitter draught : Styx is the next, for when they 
fee no remedy, but they muft pafle ouer to their 
laft fliore, they begin to haue a loathing of their 
anteaded life : and then comming to ferry ouer 
Cocytus, they moume and howle : fo that all the 
conflifts, combats, and earthly wraftlings about the 
time of a Mans departure, are figured vnder thofe 
Three Riuers. 

I hollowed to the Ferriman (me thought). 
And with a ftrech'd voyce, cry'd a Boate, a boate : 
Hee came at firft call, and when neere he drew. 
Death terrible That of his Facc and Forme, I had full 

in countenance* vieW 



•«-<■- 
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My bloud congeal'd to ice with a colde feare, 
To (ee a Shape fo horribly appeare : 
His eyes flafli'd fire, grizled and ihagg'd his Haire, 
(Snarl'd all in felt-lockes) : Terror and Defpaire 
Lay / in his wrinckled cheekes, his voyce was hoarfe, 
And grumbling, he look'd ghaftlier than a Coarfe. 

This defcription of the Vgly Ferriman is but 
an Argument how terrible the apparence of death 
is vnto vs, at our laft voyage, which we take in 
departing from the world. 

By thoie who there flood thronging on the fhoare, 
I heard his name was Charon : a blacke Oare 
And dirty, held he in his brawny hand. 
And though 'mongfl thofe who flood vpon the 

Strond 
He faw fbme Kings, fbme Beggers, None Mors sceptra 

- J ligonibus 

had roome sequat. 

For Birth, or Bloud, but fate as they did come : 
None gaue the Cufhions here, for there was none. 
But in heaps tumbling in. All were as One : 
Some thither came laden with bags of gold. 
Some with braue doath's ; then did he barke, and 

fcold. 
And fhatch'd all from them, with looke fharpe and 

gnm : 
All Fares (he fayd) mufl Naked goe iob4. 

with him. 

D, III. 5 



34 DEKKER HIS BREAMU 

As Death hath no rcfpeft of pcrfons, {at the 
bt^ggcrs difli & the kings ftanding cup of gold, are 
to him of one weight : io he ipoyleth all men of 
aU that they poflcflc ; Princes of their Crowncs, 
Lords <3i their Mannc»3, ludges of their Scarlet, 
Gentlemen of their Reoenues, Citizens of Riches, 
Souldiers of Strength, Scholers of Learning, Women 
of Beauty, Age of Experience, Youth of Comeli- 
nefle. And as they enter into the Lifts of the 
world, weake and vnfumiftied ; So muft they go 
forth. Beaten, Vanquifhed, and Diiarmed. 

At / laft (me thought) I leap'd into the boate ; 
Which feene, the Sculler pluck'd me by the throate 
To haue his Fare firft : afking what it was, 
He cry'd a Penny. I for That did pafle : 
Being glad for bought ei^erience : I could tell, 
coueiousnessc That Auaricc houfe ftood the next doore 

ahaginfemaL tO hcU. 

Chafx>n by interpretation is loy ; for after we 

What cbaion '^^^ ferried ouer the troubleibme pas* 
'*' iage of death, and landed on the fhoares 
of BlefledndTe, then the Ferriman (how churlifli 
and terrible (beuer hee (eemed at firft), hath a 
countenance merry and comfortable. Charon alio, 
is piAured Old, thereby fignifying Good Councell, 
& Sweete perfwafion to prepare for death, and that 
brings loy : For what loy can bee greater, than 
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that which arifeth out of an aflured knowledge of 
a fpotlelTe Innocence, or of an hope that fins com- 
mitted are repented and pardoned ? 

Anon (to fte with what a Reftlefle Gyre 
The Soule entranc'd is whirld, ibme times through 

fire. 
Then waues, then Racking Clowdes ; earth, heau'n 

and heli 
Lying (then) all open, free and paffible) 
Me thought, being in a Twinkling ferried o're. 
And trembling on the horrid Stygian fliore, 
I faw the Brazen gates of deepe Abyffe 
In a vaft bottome (landing ; none can mifle 
The way, it is (b beaten, and lb wide 
That ten Caroches (breaft-wife) in may ride. 

To it there is a Headlong bafe Defcent, 
Slippery in whorrying downe, yet turbulent 
Through / throngs of people dayly poai^ng thither. 
For Day nor night are the Gates clofde pj^^ „ . 
together. ^j^iSIS! 

As at ibme direful! Tragccdy {before ^'"^ 
Not Afted), men preafe round about the dore 
Crowding for Entrance, yet non entrance haue, 
But (tike tofTd billowes) this and that way Waue : 
So Here ; I alk'd the caufe, and thoufands cry'd 
Hell is fo Full, there's roomc for FeWjj^ ewram ■ 
befidA. '>^ 
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In thruft I 'mongft the thick'ft, and fweating got : 
(For all the Aire mee thought was fulphry hot). 
With much a-doe to th* Gate, where flood a grim 
And churltfh Porter, being in voyce and limbe 
Cerberus por- A Dog ; yet like the Porter of a layle ; 
tertoHdL Q^ new-come guefts he Fawn'd and 

wagg'd his taile, 
But bawl'd aloud for Fees, ready to teare [ther : 
Their throats, who without bribes begg'd Entrance 
I choak'd the Curre with what he crau'd, and went 
On with bold fteps to the Black Regiment. 

The Feeding and Feeing of Cerberus, taxeth 
thofe in office, who wey the gift, not the caufe ; and 
haue no other language in their mouthes, but Siuid 
dabis ? yet S. Paul willeth him that hath an office, 
to looke to his office : And as for taking of Bribes, 
there is a direA Statute againft it, fet downe by the 
Vpper houie of Heauen in thefe exprefle words, 
Thou Jhalt take no bribe. £xod. 23. 

[led, 
Noyfe was my Guide (mee thought) by which being 
I got to th' Court where Soules were Sentenced : 
Full was it of braue Fellowes and fine Dames, 
Their Haire (once fo perfum'd) all turnd to Flames. 
Lucifer in his ^hc / Prince of darkcncfTe, fate vpon a 

^^^^- Throne 

Of red- hot Steele, and on his head a Crowne 
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Of Glowing Adamant : as in he drew 
The noylbme Ayre, flames from his noftrils 6ew, 
His Eyes dafh'd fire, and when with dreadfull (bund 
He Roar'd (for that's his Voyce), he (hooke the 

grownd 
Of his Tartarean pallace : mafly Keyes 
(The Enfignes of his Empire) held (as Stayes) : 
A Canopy of BralTe aboue his head, 
Which hard (to laft) in Hell was Hammered. 
Thofe Keyes being Emblems of Eternal! paine, 
For who there enter ne're come forth againe. 
Being lock'd-vp Euer : At his clouen feete 
Three ludges fate, whom I did lowly greete. 

Thofe ludges names are Minos, Rhadamanth, 
and /Eacus : the Infemall King is called Thcinfeniii 
Pluto. Now, albeit by the lawes of God '"''«=*■ 
we both beleeue, and are bound to acknowledge 
Him onely to bee fupreme Lord and Judge 
both of Heauen, Earth, and Hell, yet fithence 
thofe former figured Names (drawne from Poeti- 
cal! Inuention) carry in them a Morall and In- 
ftrudiue Meaning, they are not altogether to be 
reicifted ; and the rather becaufe in Picturing forth 
fo Terrible an Obieift as the Kingdome of hell, 
and Tortures of the Damned, I ftriue to ihaddow 
the Horrors of them, and to fet them off with 
heightning both of Profit and Delegation. 
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The ludges in their hands held Whips of Wire, 
Hee wm bnise Dipp'd in boyld brimftone, to pay Soules 
"^^.r^ their hire 

&c. Psaimc2.AccQj^jng t^ thrir FaAs: The King 

of Fiends 
Spying me there i' th' throng, roares out and (ends 
Two / of his Furies (Beadles of the Court) 
To drag me to him, who in currifh fort 
(Like flefh-hooke-fingred Sergeants) hal'd me on : 
Being there, the lawes of Black Damnation 
Thus yawnd, and bellowed : Wherefore art thou 

come 
Hither (thou Slaue) ere Death fets downe thy 

Doome ? 
Thou art aliue, and not a foule that drawes 
Breath Vitall, by our dread infemall Lawes 
Muft heere fet footing. Humbly then (mee 

thought) 
With pale and frightful! lookes I Him befought, 
That fince I was a Stranger, and aliue, 
Hee by his hellifh large Pnerogatiue 
Would figne my Pafle, but to walke all the 

Rounds 
Of his vaft Countries and to view their Bownds: 
A yelling Out-cry ail-about was hurld. 
That 'twas not fit one of the Vpper World 
Should be a clofe intelligencing Spy, 
Of their fcorch'd ihores to make difcouery. 
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But the Crim Tartar, with diftorted brow 
Thwarting their grumbling, held it Icorne to bow 
To any wi/h of theirs, and Vnder-writ 
The Parte, with toades bloud from the Witches pit, 
Charging me as my (bu!e (if ere it fell 
Into his Pawes) fhould anfwere it in hell, 
Not to a next World that my Pen betrayd 
What there I faw. His threatning being obay'd. 
From him I tooke my way, nor did I fearc 
To lofe my path, Hels path was euery where. 

Heere / begin the Defcriptions both of the 
DarkeneHe and fires of Hell, &c., as alfo of 
the particular Torments afligned to euery Man, 
according to his particular finnes. 

On wings of hot defire I flew from thence 
With whirle-wind fwiftnefTe, noyfe, and violence. 
Being mounted on a Spirits back, which ran 
With Mandrake- fhrikes, and like a Lubrican : 
Whitft round (me thought) about me there did 

roare 
Ten thoufand Torrents, bearing on a flioare 
Made all of Rocks, where huge Leuia- [g,, 

thanslay ^"s? 

Gaping to fwallow Soules new caft away. 
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The Darknefle of hell. 

Were all the Rowndure betwixt Hell and Heauen 
One Clowd condenCd, & into blacknefs 

The darkenesse i • 

of Hell (no clnuen, 

bribed) is ^ Not That ; no, nor the Chaos vn-refinde, 
standinjby" (When in One Bundle Darkenefle vp did 

comparison of l* j 

others made DinOe 

Humane ^dcr-That confufd Lumpe of Mixtures) being 

standing by ^ ^ ^ 

such things pUt tOO, [neW, 

as we now. ^^^ Xhat ; no, nor if fince the world was 
All Nights (that euer were) might grow in One, 
Neither could That : Nor the -Egyptian 
dliginous, Black vapor, which did rife 
From Caues infemall to blind Pharaohs eyes, 
Clammy as if that pitch from Heauen did melt. 
And glutinoufly-thick it might be felt : 
Adde / to all thefe, that hideous direfuU houre 
When all the lamps Caeleftiall out did poure 
Their lights like fpent oyle, dropping from their 

Sphaere 
(As in my dreame at firft it did appeare) : 
Not all thefe Darknefles together glowd. 
And ten-times-ten Redoubled and Renewde, 
Are half fo difmall as the Night infernall. 
Black, Stinking, Stiffling, Poyfning, and Etcmall. 

See for this Darkenefle Math. 22, 13. lud. 13. 
lob. 10. Prou. 4, 14. Psal. 107, 10. 
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Horror of Hell Fire. 

How then {it may be aflted) did my wealce Sight 
Pierce thefe thick walks of Horror, where no 

light 

Euer fhed Beame ? why, on that Sorcerous Coaft 
Where Hagges and Witches dwelt was not I loft ? 
My Spirit had balls of Wild-fire in his head 
For Eyes (me thought), and I by them was ied : 
For All thefe coale-pits (faddom'd deepe as hell) 
Still bume, yet are the Flames Inuifible. 

This fire is none of that which GodTariard ignis 

lent Man, irtimai%i«!em 

When (driuen by finne out) he from'5{'n™sJ^"^;. 

Paradife ran, A^eim." 

Bitten with cold, beaten with frofts and Snow ; 
And in meere pity did that Warmth beftow, 
Teaching him how to kindle it at firft, 
And then with food combuftible haue it nurft : 
No ; / this Red Gloomy Fornace is a Firing, 
Deuouring, yet not wafting, nor felfe-tiring. 

Arithmetick cannot in Figures fet 
An Age of Numbred yeares to fwell fo Great, 
As to fill vp that time when thefe fhall dye, 
Being NEVER, for it burnes Eternally, 
From the Worlds firft Foundation, to th' Con- 
founding : 
Were Deluges on Deluges abounding, 

D. 111. 6 
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Not All that Raine (able to drowne the World) 

Reached it to heauen, nor thoufand Oceans 

hurld 

On top of all thofe Waters, can euer flake 

Or quench the leaft drop of this brimftone Lake. 

Fire without ^*>r (which moft dreadfull is) the Flames 
light, ^.^^fg Neuer 

To torture Soules, and yet no light feene Euer : 
It is a Burning which doth Brightnefle lack. 
The Coales being infinite-hot, and infinite black. 
Yet through my horfe of Hell gallopp'd amaine, 
Now plung'd in Boyling lakes, then vp-againe ; 
Leaping into vaft Caues, where heate neuer 

comes : 
For fharper cold then Winters breath, benummes 
The Aire (b ftiflfe, it freezeth All to ice. 
And Clowdes of Snow : whoie Flakes are harder 

thrice 
Than thofe Quadrangled Haile-ftones, which in 

thunder 
Kill Teemes, and Plough-men, and riue Oakes in 

funder. 
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The / Extremities of Cold in Hell. 
The Hyperborean wind, whofe Rough simiie. 

hand flings 
Mountaines for Snow-balls, and on 's Marble wings 
Beares rocks of ice fetch'd from the Frigid zone, 
Which ftuck i' th' North feas, Seas and fhoares 

were One ; 
Ten thoufand wild Waues hardned in the Aire 
Rattling like Hides on his grizly Haire, 
And in his driueling Beard Snow ten rimes more 
Than e're the bald-pate Alpes in Periwigs wore. 
When from his Caues of brafTe (bound there in 

Giues 
Of Adamant), out he whorries, and fore him driues 
(In whirlewindes), Haile, Frofts, Sleete, and 

Stormes ; and meetes 
With rugged Winter, whom he Roaring greetes, 
Then clapping their obftreperous Squallid Wings, 
Each of them on the frozen Ruffian dings 
Such bitter blafts downe, that they flye in Droues 
(Though fwadled all in furrcs) to Sweltring Stoues : 
The Mufle, the Scythian, nor the Freeze-Iand-boore, 
Nor the Laplandian Witch once peeping o're 
A threftiold, left their Nofes, Cheekes, and Eyes 
(Pinch'd off by his Clumzy Nailes) be made a prize 
To fnarling Boreas. O yei^ all this cold 
(Were it pil'd vp in heapes a hundred fold, 
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In ftifned Clowdes to freeze ten thoufand yeere) 

Is a Warme Thaw, to th' piercing 

The effectes -. -. , 

of the cold Horrors heere. 

Hells cold ib biting, (b Inuincible, 

InfufFerable, inexpreffible. 

That / from all cold elfe the fharpe nips doth 
fteale; 

Should fire come neare it, it would fire congeale. 
Till Flames tumc icy Flakes, and force fire leefe 
His Vertue fo, that coales Red-hot will freeze. 
Here I beheld (mee thought) Soules (car-crow- 
like. 
Some bound, fome hang bi' th' heeles, whofe heads 

did ftrike 
The Icy-knobbed-roofe, tofTd top and fro 
By Gufts implacable, able downe to throw 
Rampires of Brafle ; which ftill beate out the 

Bnunes, 
And ftill Renewde them with Plangiferous Paines. 
Here I beheld Kennels of fat-paunch'd Dogges, 
Hard hearted- ^rom onc to onc howling in Dialogues 
nes punished. Qf HelHfti Language, curfing that they fat 
At prowd Voluptuous Tables, yet foi^at 
Numm'd Charity, when at their gawdy gates 
She begg'd but Scraps of their worft Delicates, 
Yet ftaru'd for want ; whilft they at Toafting fires 
Bath'd their Ranke Guts ; and with ftiarpe whips 
of Wires 
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(But nothing elfe) heated her ^iuering Itmbes : 
They quaffing Bowles (i" th' mean time) crown'd ro 

th' Brims. 
And when ragg'd Souldiere, of their souidjm 

Bodies making ^p'"^ 

Anatomies in Wounds, with chill blafts quaking 
And fhrunke-vp mawes, did to their Worftiips 

come, 
A Whipping- Poaft, and Halter was their Doome. 
Or when Th in-pale -cheek'd Schollers held but forth 
Their Thread-bare armes, and did be- sthoncrs vn. 

feech their Worth "™"''^ 

To pittie haplefle Learning once fo much, 
As not to fee her beg ; No, they'd not Touch 
A Poore bookes couer, though within it lay 
Their Soules wealth, but (in fcorne) Shuffled away. 
O/Diuine Vengeance! how molt luft thou art! 
What they Stung others with, is Now their fmart. 
filealce .\gues, Apoplexies, Murres, Catarrhes, 
Coughes, Dropfies, Rhewmes, diieafes that make 

wars 
And in cold bloud kill Health, did herereigne rife, 
And though they could not Waft, yet Worried life. 
Death from his earthy hands flung here and there 
Cold Snakes, and Scorpions, which did piece-male- 

teare 
Froft-bitten Soules, and fpewd them vp againe 
Wanting Difgeftion: And to whip Paine with Paine, 



i 
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Ten thoufand Salamanders (whofe chill thawing 
Puts Bonfires out), their ftarke-ftifFe lunges it were 

gnawing : 
Harfli was their Muficke therefore, on no firing 
But Yels ; Teeth-gnaftung, Chattring, Shiuering. 

When thus farre I was tranfported by my Dreamt^ 
I called to minde (me thought) that vpon earth I 
had heard many great SchoUers defend, that there 
was no G>ld in hell. But then (turning ouer the 
leaues of my memory) I found written there, that 
lob once fpake thus : — 

They fhal pafle from the waters of Snow, to 

Sebastian ^^^ much Hcatc ; and that vpon thofe 

^^X wordes Reuerend Bede did inferre, that 

lib, lo. cap. 5. JqJj feemed to point (with his finger as 

it were) at Two Hels, the one of fire, the other 

of Cold. And that S. Hierome vpon the tenth of 

Mathew^ did auouch the fame thing : And againe, 

that Hwo Fiiforinus. in his booke De 

Hugo Victor- * 

inus, ub. 4. Anima. had fet downe, that in Hell there 

cap. 13. - _ 

was a Paflage from the waters of Snow, 
to the heate of Fire, and both of thefe were In- 
fufiTerable, &c. lob. 24. 

I likewife / (me thought) remembred, that the 

Author of the Booke intituled De Triplici 

Habitaculoy (that is to fay. Of Heauen, 

Earth, and Hell) being thought to be the worke 
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of Saint Auguftine, had thefe wordes. There are 
two principal! Torments in Hell ; viz., Intollerable 

Colde, and Intolerable Heate. Whereupon the 
Euangelifts wrotCj there fliall bee in Hel! Weeping 
and Gnafhing of teeth ; Teares, melting from the 
eyes through the Extremity of Fire, and that of 
the Teeth, proceeding from the Sharpneffe of Colde. 
(Math, ij ; Luke 13). 

Then called I to minde, that luftinianus, in his 
booke Ve cafio Connubio Jnim^, fayd thus : There 
is in Hell a Fire Corporeall, Inextinguible, wanting 
Combuftible matter to nourifh it : It (hines to 
Puniftiment, not to Confolation. In that place 
there is Colde Incomparable, Gnafhing of teeth, 
and Smoake moft Horrible-Stinking, &c. And that 
Haymo commenting vpon Matftew, fung Havmoon 
the fame Tune, thus: That among all '''''th. a cnp. 
the Tortures in Hell, the greateft were Heate and 
Cold. 

My memory (me thought) amongft thefe muftred, 
Anfelmus in his Elucidary ; Innocenlius with his 
booke De Contemptu Mundi, with many others, all 
fighting vnder the lame Opinion. (Innocent, lib. 6, 
cap. 4). 

Againe, I tooke hold vpon the 39. Chapter of 
Ecdejiaflicus, fpeaking thus : They are Spirits created 
for Reuenge, and in their fury they haue fortified 
their Torments ; when the finall Day Ihall come, 
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they fhall powre forth the force and rage of him 
that created them, Fire, hayle, famine, &c 

Thefe/& other Fortifications of Reading de- 
fending me, were Armors fufficient & of proofe, 
that there was Cold in Hell : And that haply the 
Bede on lob Infcmall torments did fo change, that 
*♦• fome times the Soules of men were 
(corched in fires, and anon as grieuoufly plagu'd 
with inexpreffible anguifh of cold: yet confidering 
with my (elfe that it was no Pillar for Salua- 
tion to leane vpon, to beleeue that there was or 
was not any fuch thing, it could (mee thought) be 
no offence to Perfwade it was fo, or not fo : and 
the rather, becaufe it was but a Dreame. 

My Mephoflophilan nag (which foam'd before 
With a white frothy Sweate, by fcudding o're 
The Fields of Flames), had now the Glanders got 
Through fudden Cold, when he was Extreame 

hot: 
Foundred he was befides (halting downe right). 
So that I duril nor on, nor yet AUight ; 
Myfelfe (mee thought) being almofl frozen dead. 
Back therefore did I reyne his flubbome Head ; 
When quick as Thought, he gallopp'd thence away. 
And came againe where Soules all broyling lay : 
Vpon them fell downe flormes of burning Speares, 
Trumpets red-hot, blowing Flames into their Eares, 
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Each Sence, and Member, that on earth had bin 

An Armour in the quarrell of Damn'd Sin 

To fight 'gainft Heauen, were (here) in Esa. a?. 

pieces rent, 
And Faults weigh'd out with equail punifhment; 
The Glutton roar'd for Cookes to giue him 

meate ; 
Drunkards for Wine, to quench their fcalding 

Heate ; 
Adulterers for their Whoores, to coole 

thofe Fires 1 «ii] escreiK 

Which now burnt hotter then their old wn^Va'" 

Den res. m<a«ire. 

Some / for Caroches cry'd, (bme for their em™ '^^" 

Trayne 
Of Vaflailes to attend, but cry'd in vaine. 

They (hall cry to the gods whom they fenicd in 
this life, and they flialt not laue them in this time 
of affli^ion. ler. 1, 

Gay gawdy women, who fpent yeares of 

Nnrtoi-a Pride of wome 

I'^OOneS (aadinihal 

In tricking vp their Fronts with Chape- ot™",),'^ 

"»"es, '^ifixi',''^ 

And powdred Haire : whofe Taylors "™'^**'' 

fheares did quarrell 
With pride, how to cut onely their apparrel] ; 

D. III. 7 
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Whofe Backs wore out more Fafliions then their 

Wit, 
Phantafticknefle being fliort to alter it 
Into (b many fhapes, as they did vary : 
The loades being more then thoie when fed Mules 

carry 
(In Sumpters) Great Lords things; whofe heads 

were reard 
r th' Aire high as a Stag's, 'boue all the Heard ; 
And when they rode (their Foote-men running by) 
They (eem'd prowd Ships in all their Gallantry, 
Newly-arriu'd, fuU-fraighted, vnder iayle, 
Slight empty cock-boates dancing at their Tayle ; 
Thefe Dames, who each day in French Chariots (at 
Gliftring like Angels, a prowd-bounding Trot 
From foure faire Steedes drawing all on them to 

wonder. 
That the Clowdes eccho'd and the Earth fhook 

vnder : 
But when their Couriers tooke their full Cariere 
It look'd like that Day, when the Thunderer 
Struck with his Triple-fire Heauens Rider downe ; 
For (fix>m their horfes noftrils) Breath 

PhaetonL - 

Fab^ Quid. was throwne, 

Metam. lib. 3. «■ -r • \ i*t • ii*TYr 

Hot-quick as lightning, and their Hoofs 
vp-hurld 
Such Clowdes of Smoake, as when he fir'd the 
world. 
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0/ horrid fight! Thefe (once fo much Ador'd) 
In hell were drudges> fpurn'd at, and abhorr'd; 
Their Painted cheekes, tum'd into Witches looks. 
Bright Haire to Snakes, long Fingers into hooks, 
Pearle-Chaines to roapes, their gawdy Robes to 

Ragges, 
And delicate bodies, vglier farre then Hagges : 
They that for Table-crums refurd to buy 
And (for their foules) hoord vp Eternity, 
Here offred worlds of Treafure, but to get 
One drop of Water : (O hels infinite Heate !) 
Yet not a drop was fufferd once to fall ; 
To quench their thirft, Diuels held out cups of Gall. 

DtHCi the patterne of fuch vncharitable wretches, 
cries out in that language : O Father Abraham. 
hauc compalTion vpon me, and (end down Lazarus 
vnto me, that he may dippe the toppe of his finger 
in water and coole my tongue, &c. Luke 16. 

Cram'd-vp in (linking comers I beheld 

Bafc Heapes tumbled together, who all ^lut mue 

ycll'd '™""^'- 

Like bandogs tyed in kennels: High-way-ftanders, 
Foifts, Nips, and lylts, Prinadoes, Thceuea 

Bawdes, Pimpes, Panders, ii*(kS 

Old funck-eyde Beldames hir'd to keepe the doors. 
Till their owne Daughters were by flaues made 

whoores ; 
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CatchpoUes, and Varlcts, who did poore men 
catchpoUes. fieece 

(To their vndoing) for a Twelue-peny peece. 

Mongft thefe were mingled Periur'd 

Common-bail. n • i 

Pwti-foggers. common-JSaue, 

bi^ tefii!* With petti-foggers, that fet Law to fale 
n«sse. ^ith Cauterized Confciences ; Theeucs, 

Cheates, 
Tradefinen that fed vpon the Broken Meates 
Of/ Oathes and Rotten- wares ; and thofe to fell 
Car'd not for fingle money to buy Hell. 
Ten thouiand Packs (like thefe) were bafely throwne 
Into a Ware-houfe of Damnation, 
Good cheere In Where Fire their foode was, Adders galls 

hcU for smnen. ^gj^ Drinke, 

And their Tobacco a ftrong Brimftone ftinke. 

His bread (fpeaking of the wicked Worldling) 
lob aa in his belly fhall be turned into the gall 
of Serpents ; hee fhall be conftrained to vomit out 
againe the riches which he hath deuoured; God 
fhall pull them forth of his belly ; he fhall be 
conflrained to fuck the gals of Cockatrices, 
and the tongues of Adders fhall flay him, &c. 
lob lo. 
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The Worme of Conlcience. 

The whips that laih'd the Damn'd were fome of 

wire, 
And fome of Iron ; others were roapes of Fire 
Knotted with ragged flones of glowing Flint, 
Which though in thoufand formes they did imprint 
Tortures vpon their Soules, yet there was One, 
To which all Torments elfe compar'd were None. 
A kinde of Worme there was, all fpeckledp^j ^.(,„^ q, 

black, c»n««»or- 

That (hot ten thoufand Prickles from his back. 
Sharper then quils of Porcupines, and longer, 
And further flying, and more fwift and ftronger ; 
It bare a Tearing forked fting behinde, 
Which in the Striking did lb ftrangely winde, 
It / wounded euery way where it did Hit, 
Nor could it be put by, by force or Wit : 
This Worme had Teeth of needles, and lay gnawing 
Both night and day, Black Soules in peeces drawing; 
The more 'tis rack'd, it liues, the more it fries 
In Flames, the lefTe it Burns, and Neuer dies. 

Our Sauiour fpcaking of the paines of the 
Damned, faith that their Worme dieth not. Ahr. 
9- 44- 

To call but this Worme to mindc (amongft the 
other Torments of that Infernall Lake), marke in 
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what paffions one powreth his feares : Gehennam 

uusAicx- ^"^^^> quippc interminatam, exhorreo 
aj»drinusiii Tartarum vt cui nimium infit Caloris, 

Oratione de 

Exito Animas, paueo Tciicbras quoniam nihil admittunt 
Lucis, Formido peftiferum vermem quoniam eft 
perennis, &c. 

I feare Gehenna, becaufe it hath no end ; Hell to 

Gehenna one ^^ ^^ hoirible becaufe it hath too much 

of HdTSkS Fire; the Darknefle I tremble at, becaufe 

nSTv^. it ^^th no Light, the Deadly worme 

*^ affrights me, becaufe it is Euer-lafting. 

Holy Bernard being pierced to the Soule with 

Bernard Scnn. ^hc fame Agony of Fcarc, thus confefTeth 

ini6Ccnturicj^. Pauco Gehcnnam, Contremifco a 

Dentibus Beftise infernalis, Horreo vermem roden- 
tem, et ignem torrentem Fumum, et Vaporem, et 
Sulphur, et Spiritum Procellarum, &c. 

I am (fsues hee) afraid of Hell, I tremble at 
the teeth of the Infernall Dragon, the Gnawing 
WORME is a Horror to me, and the roafting 
Fire, and the Smoake, and the Brimftone, and the 
Spirit of Stormes, &c. 

One/Soule, (me thought), boylinginfulphurous flame 
Curf'd God, and on his Rigor did 

A soule bicterir - " 

accusing God eXClamC ; 

Rail'd at him for Iniuftice, and thus Cri'd, 
If for my Sin thy Son was Crucified, 
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Why am I hell'd in Execution 

In this Damnd layle, euer to be Vndonc ? 

If Hee layd downe his life to fet me Cleere 

From all my Debts, why am I Dungeon "d Here ? 

Why for a life no longer then a Span, 

Am 1 Euerlafting damned Man ? 

He whom the Firft bad woman did intice, 

W^'as but once driuen out of Paradice, 

Yet hee (euen then) was Sole Monarchall Lord 

O're the whole Globe: Seas did to him Adam a 

Monareh aflti 
Accord his depoiing 

In fweete Obedience : all the Beafts on Earth 
As voder his Dominion they tookc birth ; 
So from him had they Names, they all did Bow 
Their knees to him, and did obferue his Brow. 
He loft a Garden, but an Orchard found 
Wall'din with Seas, with Sun-beamescompafl round: 
Where Birds (whoie Notes were neuer fince fo 

cleare) 
Seru'd as Mufitians All, to tune his Eare : 
A Serpent cozened Him by forcerous Charmes, 
But (in his ftead) a woman fild his Armes : 
A woman ! in whofe Face more Beauties fhone 
Then all the Beauties after made in One : 
He was Man's Maifter-thiefe, Robd him oi Ail, 
Droue him from Eden, and (fo) forc'd him Fall 
Out of the Sphere of Innocence ; and yet 
Thofe Crownes of Bleflings God on him did fet ; 
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Why / then for Sin but of a minutes date 
Muft I for Eucr be a Reprobate? 
Auri sacra Gods holv hunger though it oft did kill 

me, 
Gods holy Banquet yet did neuer fill me ; 
The Silke worme ne*re for me wrought in her 

Loome ; 
I neuer flept in a Rich lordly Roome, 
Neuer eate Pies of nightingales Tongues, or fate 
Like Diues at my table feru'd in Plate. 
My Beldame Nurfe (the Earth) when (he gaue 

Suck 
To me, her left Breaft ftill ihe forth did pluck. 
Being luice-Ieffe ; or from thence if Drops did fall. 
How could I quench my thirfty lawes with Gall ? 
I neuer lackeyed by prowd Fortunes wheele ; — 
For all the tafte of Pleafures I did feele, 
Was in the warme Embracements of my Whore : 
If that were Sin, why then did Nature ftore 
My Veines with hot bloud, blowing luftfuU fire ? 
*Twas her Corruption, and not my Defire. 
I likewife (now and then) was wafh'd within 
All ore with Wines ; but why (hould that be Sin, 
When God the Vineyard planted, and in *s word 
Bid Man drinke wine ? Thou art a rigorous Lord, 
(Mee thought the Hell-hound howl'd) for trifling 

Crimes 
To Damne me in a World Out-lengthning Times. 



DEKKER EIS DREAME. 57 

Say, that full fixty yeares my Glafle did run, 
More then that halfe I flept, there was won 
Little to Hell in fleepe : but my lifes thread 
Reach'd but to thirty, fo that I lay dead 
Fifteene of thofe, and of thofe fifteene fiue 
(At leaft) were childifli : O muft I aliue 
Be / held for Euer in damnation layle 
For poore ten yeares ! when I perhaps did faile 
Some part of them towards Heauen ? What curfed 

waue 
Threw'ft Thou to drowne me in th' Infernal] 

graue? 
My Parents bleft me Mornings, Noones and 

Nights ; 
Were all thofe fpcnt in Vayne? I tooke delights 
In plucking apples from t' Hefperian Trees, 
Which Fating, I grew Learn'd : adde to All 

thefe 
My Priuate Readings, which more School'd my 

Soule 
Then Tutors, when they fternlieft did Control] 
With Frownes or Rods : fome Dayes in This were 

Spent, 
So that if All my Faire-writ teaues were Rent 
Out of Gods Memory, alack ! it were 
A Thin Booke of the Foule : yet muft I (here) 
For fowing fome Few Acres vn-awares 
Of Bad Corne, reape an EndlelTe Field of Tares ? 
D. III. ' 8 
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At this» ten thoufand Soules (rauing-mad) Roard 
That on their Heads the felfe-fame (hot was 

(coard: 
But then a Voice (tun'd to an Angels Sound) 
With repercuffiue Ecchoes did rebound 
Through all the Court of Barathrum, thus Thun- 
dering 
Terrors that fliooke Hells Center : Ceafle thy 

wondring 
(Thou Bawling Reprobate), a recompence 
Is giuen thee to the Weight of thine Oflence. 
For had thy yeares out-reach'd Methuflem's Age, 
Thy Black lifes orrent (with impetuous rage) 
Had Boundlefle, Bottomlefle, Reftlefle bin ; 
So that as Thy Eternity did Sin ; 
Tortured thou art in God's eternity : 
peccas Homo Thy faults to him, his rods for thee doe 

inAetemotuo: Ktw • 

Punit Dens in ^^1 • 

Aetemo sno. j^^j. / can he in his luftice pittie thofe 

Who pitty not themfelues, but do expofe 

Their Soules to Foule A6ts, fcoming threatned 

Paine, 
Like Whoores, who buy Damnation for (xnall 

Gaine. 
Thou on the bread thy Sins did eame doeft feede. 
Not paying by the Day, but by the Deede. 

What was thy whole life but a Mutinous Warre 
'Gainft thy Creator ? Euery Senfe did larre 
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From his Obedience : like to Mad-mens Twords 
Thy works were wounds, and btowes flew from thy 

words. 
Thy Lips, Eares, Eyes, haue ftill him Gates fet 

wide 
To let in Blafphemy, Luft, Auarice, Pride, 
And Legions of fuch Diuels. Thou didft Dwell 
Firft in a Houfe of Fle(h, but now in Hell : 
That was thy Partner and (as Partners ^drL^M^' 

^ru>\ Partners, vndo 

Hath thee Vndone for Euer : Thou {halt Rue 
His Ryots, Whorings, Swearings: his Diforders 
Are thy damnations : euery Senfe now furders 
Thy Torments, the loofe Glances of the Eyes, 
The Liquorifhne/Te of Tafte, the Melodies 
To the Lafciuious Eare ; All, all thefe turne 
To thy Perdition, thou for thefe Ihalt burnc 
To no hand holden-vp can helpe be giuen, 
The Left is Hels, the Right beat back from 

Heauen ; 
In flames go it Wher, and grow Green againe ; 
Paine kill thee, yet thou ftill ftialt liue in paine. 
On was he going, but to drowne this Voice 
All Hell broke loofe, and then were heard no 

Noyfe 
But Vlulations, Shrikings, Horred Soundings 
Of Rading-Chaynes, and thoufand ftrange con- 
foundings 
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Of / indiftinguifhable dirc-mix'd Terrors : 

At which (I trembling) wakde ; and though the 

Errors 
Of my Sleepe-wandring-Soule were now leftcleare. 
And that my cold-hands had taine leaue of feare. 
Yet my Heart panted, and my Haire tum'd white 
More through the Ghaftly Obieds of this Night, 
Then with the Snow of age : And yet euen then, 
CoUefting vp myfelfe, I read of Men 
The Volumes ouer, and the World, fo weU 
That I found Here worfe Diuels then are in Hell 
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The poore B e l m a n of London. 

To all tbofe that either by office are 
fworne to punidi, or in their ownc 

loue to vertue, wilh to hauc the dis- 
orders of a State amended, humbl)' 
dfdicauth the/e his Di/toueries. 

T ytur Gates tfie Belman of LuRdm 
biateth^ to awaken your eies, to 
lockf back after certaine Grand 
ami common Abufes, that daily 
toaike kf you, keeping aloofe (in 
comers J out of the reach of Lavj, 
It muji bee the hand of your authontie that mufi 
fetch in theje Rebels to the fi'eale-publick, and your 
arme that muft firike them. I chufe you as Patrons, 
(not to my iookej but lo defend me from th^Je 
Mmfiers, whofe dennes I breake open in this mv 
difcouery. More dangerous they are to a State, 
than a Ciuil! Warre, becaufe thesr viUanies are 
more fubtile and more enduring. The Belman not- 
withftanding hath plaid the Owie (whs is the 
o. III. 9 
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Emblcmc ofv:ifedcMe) for JUepng in the daj^ as 

abhorring ta behold the impieties of this laft and 

vcorfi age of the worlde. In the night therefore hath 

heefiolne forth^ and with the helpe of his lantharne 

and candle^ (bj which is figured Circumfpe&ony 

hath he brought to lights that brocde of miichiefe I 

which is ingendred in the wombe of darkenejfe. A 

monftrous birth is it^ and therefore worthy to be 

looked at : from monftrous parents doth it proceede, 

and therefore the fight of it to be fearefulL But of 

fuch rare temper are your eies^ that (as if they had 

Junne-beames in them) they are able to exhale vp all 

thefe contagious breathes which poifon a kingdome^ 

andfo to Jperfe them into thin aire^ that they fhall 

vtterh vanijh, id be no more offenfiue. In this black 

Jhore of mifchiefe haue I failed along^ and beene a 

faithfull difcQuerer of all the creekes^ rocks, g'tlfes, 

and (juickfands in and about it: Bee you therefore 

asjecond aduenturers, and fumifh men armed with 

iufticCj and well fur nifhed in all points with a defire 

to conquer thefe SauageSy and fend them to fet ftrong 

and fearefull footing amongft them. It fhall be honour 

to yourfelueSy and them, and a rich benefite to the 

Republick wherein you Hue. For my owne parte 

I vowCj that as I dedicate thefe my labours to your 

handsyfo will I deuote my life to thejafetie of my 

country in defending her from thefe Serpents : I will 

wafte out mine eies with my candles, and watch from 



THE BELMANS EPISTLE. 67 

midnight till the rifing vp of the morning, my Bell 
/Jiali euer be ringing, and that faithfutl Jeruant of 
mine (the Dog that followes me) be euer biting of 

theje wilde heafies, till they be all driuen into one 
heard, and fo hunted into the toyles of the Lawe. 
Accept therefore of this Night-prize (my Graue and 
worthy PatronsJ drawne rudely, and prejented boldly, 
becaufe I know the colours laide vpon it, are not coun- 
terfeit, as thofe of borrowed beauties : but this is ti 
piSlure o/"Villany, drawne to the life, of purpofe thai 
life might be drawne from it. None can be ofeded 
with it, but Juch as are guilty to themjelues, that 
they are Juch as are enrold in this Mufler booke, 
for whoje anger, or whofe flab, I care not. jit m 
mans bojome doe I particularly Jirike, but onely at / 
the bodie of Vice in Generall : // my manner of 
Fight (with thefe dangerous Maifiers of the Ignobleft 
Science that euer was in any kingdome) doe g^.-! 
but applau/e; the Be\ma.n fliall fhortly bid 
you to another Prize, where you fiiall 
fee him play at other kind of 
•weapons. 

Denoted night and day yours. 
The Belman of London. / 




A Table of the principall matters 
contained in this Booke. 

j^ Di/coiurie of all the idle Vagabmds in England: 
their conditions : their lawes amongft them- 
Jdlues: their degrees and orders: their meetings^ 
and their maners of liuing, (both men and women.) 
A dijcouerie of certaine fecret Villanies, which 
borrow to themfelues the names of Lawes. 



AS 
■Cheating Law. Bamards Law. 

Vincents Law. The Black Art. 

Courbing Law. Prigging Law. 

Lifting Law. High Law, 

Sacking Law. digging Law. 

Fiue lumpes at Leap-ftxig. / 








THE BEL-MAN OF LONDON. 

Dilcouering the moft notable villanies 
now in t!te Kingdome. 

I NTRING into a contemplation 
of the Changes of Time ; how 
alt things that are vnder the 
Moone arc as variable as her 
lookes are : how Goodnes growes 
crooked, & hath almoft loft her 
Hiape ; how Venue goes poorely, and is not 
regarded : how Viilany lets in Hikes, and (like 
a God) adored : And when I conlider, how all 
the pleafures of this life are but as childrens 
dreames, how all the glories of the world are 
but artificiall fire workes that keepe a blazing 
for a time, and yet die in ftinking fmoakcs ; 
and how al the labours of man are like the 
toiling of the winds, which ftriue to caft vp 
hcapes of duft, that in the ende are not worth 
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the gathering : Then, euen then, doe I grow 
wearie of my felfe: then am I neither in loue 
with ^ beautie of ^ Sunne, neither ftand I 
gazing at the dancing of the ftarres : I neither 
wonder at the ftately meafures of the cloudes, 
the nimble galliards of the water, nor the wanton 
trippings of the wind, nor am I delighted when 
the Earth drefles vp her head with flowers; I 
wifh my felfe a Beaft^ becaufe men are fo bad 
that Beafts excel) them in goodnes, and abhorre 
all company, becaufe the beft is but tedious, the 
worfer loathfbme, both are the deftroyers of Timej 
and both muft be maintained with coft. 

Since then that in the Nobleft Streames there 
are fuch Whirlepooles to fwallow vs vp, fuch 
Rocks that threaten danger, (if not fhipwracke,) 
and fuch ^ick-Jands to make vs flnke, who 
would not willingly take downe all the (ayles 
of his ambition, and caft anchore on a fafe and 
retired (hore, which is to be found in no place, 
if not in the Countrie. O blefled life ! patteme/ 

of that which our firft Parents lead, 
the^cootiy the ftate of Kinges (now) being but 

a flauery to that of theirs. O fchoole 
of conteplation ! O thou pifture of the whole 
world drawne in a little compaflfe! O thou 
PerfpeSiue glafTe, in whome wee may behold 
vpon earth, all the Frame and JVmders of 
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heauen. How happy, (how thrice happy) is 
hee that not playing with his winges in the 

golden flames of the Court, nor fetting his foot 
into the bulie throngs of the Cittie, nor running 
vp, & downe, in the intricate mazes of the law, 
can bee content in the winter to fit by a country 
fire, and in the fummer to lay his head on the 
greene pillowes of the earth ? where his fleepe 
{hail be foft (lumbers and his wakings pleafant 
as golden dreames. Haft thou a defire to rule ? 
get vp to the mountaines, and thou fhalt fee 
the greateft trees ftand trembling before thee, 
to do thee Reuerence ; thofe mayeft thou call thy 
Nobles ; thou ftialt haue rankes of Oaies on each 
(idc of thee, which thou mayeft call thy Guard: 
thou (halt fee willowes bending at euery blaft, 
whome thou mayeft call thy flatterers : thou (halt 
fee vailies humbled at thy feete, whome thou 
mayeft tearme thy flaues. Wouldeft thou behold 
battailes? ftep into the (lelds, there (halt thou fee 
excellent combats betweene the ftanding Corne 
and the Windes, Art thou a tyrant & deiighteft 
in the fall of Great-ones i mufter then thy har- 
uefters togeather, & downe with thofe proud 
fummer lordes, when they are at the higheft 
Wouldeft thou haue Suhfidies paid thee? the 
Plough fends thee in corne, the Medoiv giues 
thee her pafture, the Trees pay cuftome with 
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their fruite, the Oxt beftowes vpon thee his 
labour, the (heepe his wooll. Doft thou call 
for Mujicke} No Prince in the woride keepes 
more (kilfull mufltions : the birds are thy confort, 
& the winde inftruments they play vpon, yeeld 
ten thoufand tunes. Art thou addifted to ftudie ; 
Heauen is thy Library ; the Sunne, Moone^ and 
ftarres are thy bookes and teach thee AJiranomie : 
By obferuing them, thou makeft Almanacks to 
thy felfe, that feme for all feaibns. That great 
Volume is thine Ephemerides^ out of which thou 
maift calculate the predictions of times to follow ; 
yea in the very cloudes are written leflbns of 
Diuinity for thee, to inftrud thee in wifedome : 
the turning ouer their leaues, teach thee the 
variations of (eafons, and how to difpoie thy 
bufinefTe for all weathers. If the pradiie of 
Phificke delight thee, what Aphorijmes / can all 
the Doftours in the world fet downe more cer- 
taine? what rules for good diet can they draw 
out more finguler? what medicines for health 
can they compound more reftoratiue? what ver- 
tues can al their ExtraSed duinteffenjes inftill 
into our bodies more foueraine, than thofe which 
the earth of her owne bountie beftowes for our 
preferuation, and whoie working powers are daily 
experimented in beaftes for our example ? O you 
Plants of the field, and you Flowers of the 
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Garden t (Natures Apothecaries, & Earths Chi- 
rurgions!) your ftalkes are {lender, yet you your 
felues are the chcefeft pillars that vphold mans 
life : what clearenefle doth the fight receiue onely 
in beholding you ? what comfort does the Since 
of Smelling finds onely in your Sauors ? and how 
many that hauc had halfe their bodies in their 
graues, haue beene brought backe againe onely 
by your facred Juices? Who therefore would 
not confurae his youth in company of thefc 
creatures, that haue power in them to keepe off 
old age longer than it would ; or when old age 
doth come, are able to giue it the liuelihood and 
vigour of youth? Who would not rather fit at 
the foote of a hill tending a flocke of (heepe then 
at the healme of Authority, controuling the ftub- 
borne and vnruly multitude? Better it is in the 
(blitarie woods, and in the wilde fields to be a man 
amongfl Beaftes than in the mideft of a peopled 
Citie, to bee a Biafi among men. In the homely 
village art thou more fafe, than in a fortefied caille: 
the ftinges of Enuy, nor the bullets of TreaJoH, 
are neuer (hot through thofe thin walles : Sound 
healthes are drunke out of the wholefome woddcn 
dWh, when the cup of gold boyles ouer with 
poyfon. The Countrie cottage is neither battred 
downe by the cannon in time of warre, nor peftrcd 
with clamorous fuites in time of peace. The Fall 

D. 111. lO 
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of Cedars that tumble from the tops of kingdomes, 
the Ruine of Great How/eSy that bury Fdmilyes in 
their ouerthrowe, & the noyfe of Shipwracks^ that 
beget euen fhrikes in the heart of Citties, neuer 
fend their terrors thither : that place ftands as 
fafe from the (hock of fuch violent ftormes> as the 
Bay tree does from lightning. 

The admiration of thefe Bewties made mee (b 
enamoured, and fo really in loue with the inheritor 
of them that the flames of my affeftion (were in 
their burning) onely carried thither. So that in 
ftead of paued ftreetes, I trod the vnbeaten pathes 
of the / fieldes, the rankes of trees, were to 
mee as great buildings, Lambs & (kipping Kiddes 
were as my mery companions, the cleare fount* 
aine, as my cups of wine, rootes and hearbes as 
the table of an Ordinary ^ the dialogues of birdes 
as the Sceanes of a play, and the open emptie 
medowes, as the proud and populous Cittie. 
Thus did I wifh to Hue, thus to die. And 
hauing wandred long (like a Timoniji) hating 
Men becaufe they difhonoured their Creation^ at 
length Fortune lead mee by the hand into a place, 
fo curioufly built by Nature, as if it had bin the 
pallace where fhee purpofed none (hould lie but 
her felfe: It was a Groue fet thicke with trees, 
which grewe in fuch order, that they made a 
perfeft circle; infbmuch that I ftood in feare, it 
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was kept by FayrieSy and that I was brought into 
it by enchantment The branches of the ^rees 
(like {o many handes) reached ouer one to another 
and in their embracements held (b faft together, 
5* their boughes made a goodly greene roofe, 
which being touched by the wind, it was a 
pleafure to behold fo large a Seeling to moue ; 
vpon euery branch fate a confort of fingers, fo 
that euery tree (hewed like a Mujicke roome. 
The Floore of this fummer-houfe was paued all 
ouer with yellow field-flowers, and with white, 
& red dazies, vpon which the Sun cafting but a 
wanton eye, you would haue fworne the one had 
beene nayles of gold, and the other ftuddes of 
enamelled Siluer. Amazed I was when I did but 
looke into this little paradice, and afraid to enter, 
doubting whether it were fome hallowed ground 
or no, for I could find no path that directed me 
to it ; neither the foote of any man nor the hoofe 
of any beaft had beaten downe the grafife ; for the 
blades of it ftood {o hie and io euen, as if their 
lengthes had been giuen them by one meafiire. 
The melodic which the birdes made, and the 
varietie of all forts of fruits which ^ trees 
promifed, with ^ prettie & harmeles murmuring 
of a fhaUow flreame running in windings through 
^ middefl of it (whofe noyfe went like a chime 
of bels, charming the eyes to fleepe) put me in 
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mind of that Garde wherof our Greai Grad/yre 
was the Keeper. I euen wept for Ibrrow to thinke 
he (hould be fo foolifh, as to bee driuen from a 
place of fuch happinefle: and blamed him in my 
mind for leauing (uch a president behind him, 
becaufe by his fall, wee loft his felicitie, and by 
his frailtie all men are now apt to vndoe them- 
ielues, and their pofterity, through/ the inticements 
of women. 

Into this Groue therefore at laft I did venture, 
reibluing to make it the Temple where my 
thoughts fhould fpend themfelues in fruitfuU 
contemplation ; I purpofed to diuide the day 
into Ades, as if the Ground had beene a ftage 
and that the life which there I meant to leade, 
fhould haue beene but as a Play. Some of my 
houres (hould haue run out in Speculation of the 
admirable workmanfhip of heauen and of the 
orders which the Celeftiall bodies are gouemed 
by : Some of my howers (hould haue carried me 
vp and downe the earth and haue (hewen vnto 
me the qualities and proportions of the Creatures 
that breed vpon it : at another time would I haue 
written Satyres againft the impietie of the world ; 
At another, I would haue chaunted Roundelayesy 
in honour of the Countric life. The reft of my 
time fhould haue fetched in prouifion for my 
body. The(e were appointed to be my AAes, 
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in this goodly Theater ^ the Muficke betweene, 
were the Singers of the Wood^ the audience fuch 
as Orpheus plaid vnto, and thofe were, mountaines 
and trees, who (vnles the whifpering windes 
troubled them with their noyfe) would haue 
beene very attentiue. But whilft I was fetting 
forth to runne this Goale ; behold, cafting vp 
mine eye, I efpied a farre off certaine cloudes of 
fmoake, whofe vapours afcended vp {o blacke 
and thicke into the element, as if the Sighes of 
Hell had burft the bowels of the earth, and were 
flying vp toward heauen, to pul downe more 
vengeance. Before 1 faw this, I beleeued that 
this place had beene free from all reibrt : deflrous 
therefore to leame who they were that neigh- 
boured (b nie, and in a iblitarie wood, (that flood 
ib farre from inhabited buildings,) I ftept forward 
and came to the place, which (what by Nature 
and what by Art) was io fenced about with trees, 
quickiet-hedges, & buihes, which were growne 
fo high, (that but for the fmoake) it was not 
poffible to imagine how a houfe could there be 
builded. There was but one path leading to it, 
which (after much fearching and many tiunings) 
being found, boldly went I on, and arriued at 
a homely cottage : the very doore of it put me 
in m'md of that poore Inne of good Baucis and 
Phildtmon, where a God was a guefl : for it was 
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fo low, that euen a dwarfe might haue ieemed 
a tall man, entring into it, fo much would it haue 
made him floope. This houfe ftood not like 
Great mens places^ / alwaies ihut, but wide open, as 
if Bountie had been the porter, and being within, 
it feemd Hofpitalitie dwelt there, and had giuen 
you welcome. For there was a table readie 
couered, with faire linnen, nut-browne round 
trenchers lay in good order, with bread, & fait, 
keeping their ftate in the middle of the board. 
The Roome it felfe was not fumptuous but han- 
fome ; of indifferent bignes, but not very large : 
the windowes were fpread with hearbes, the chim- 
ney dreft vp with greene boughes, & the floore 
ftrewed with bulrufhes, as if ibme laiTe were there 
that morne to be married : but neither faw I any 
bride or bride-groome, nor heard I any muficke : 
onely in the next roome (which was the kitchen, 
and into which I went) was there as much ftirring, 
as comonly is to be feene in a Booth, vpon the 
firft day of the opening of a Fayre. Some (ate 
turning of fpits, and the place be'mg al fmoaky, 
made mee thinke on hell, for the ioynts of meate 
lay as if they had beene broyling in the infernall 
fire ; the tume-ipits (who were poore tattered 
greafie fellowes) looking like fo many hee diuels. 
Some were bafting and feemed like feindes pow- 
ring fcalding oyle vpon the damned : others were 
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myncing of pye-meate, and ihewed like hangmen 
cutting vp of quarters^ whilA another whofe eies 
glowed with the heate of the fire, ftood poaking 
in at the mouth of an Ouen^ torturing ibules as it 
were in the furnace of LMcifer. There was fuch 
chopping of hearbes, fuch tofling of ladels, fuch 
plucking of geefe, fuch fcalding of pigges, fuch 
iinging, fuch fcolding, fuch laughing, fuch fwearing, 
fuch running too and fro, as if Pluto had that day 
bidden all his friendes to a feaft, and that thefe 
had beene the Cookes that dreft the dinner. 

At the laft eipying an old nymble-tongd beldam, 
who (eemed to haue the command of the place, to 
her I ftepped» and in fxure tearmes requefted to 
know the name of the Dwelling, why this great 
cheere was prouided, and who were the Guefts, 
for as yet I iaw no bodie, but this Band of the 
Blacke Guard. In ftead of her tpnge her eyes 
(that had ftarted backe a good way into her 
head, as if they durft not looke out) made me 
an anfwere. I perpeiued by her. very countenance, 
that I was not welcome, which afterwards flie 
confirmed in wordes, telling mee, the place was not 
for mee, the feaft was for others, and that I muft 
inftantly bee gon, for that a ftrange kind of people 
were that day to bee merry / there. No Rhetoricke 
that I could yfe had power to win her to diicouer 
who thefe Guefts fliould bee, till at the length, a 
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Bribe preuailing more then a Parlee^ fhee told 
mee I ftiould be a SpeSator of the comedy in 
hand, and in a piiuate gallery behold all the 
Adors, vpon condition I would fit quietly and 
fay nothing ; And for that purpofe was I con- 
uaied into an vpper loft where (vnleene) I might 
(through a wodden lattice that had the profpeA 
of the dyning roome) both fee and heare all that 
was to be done or fpoken. 

There lay I like a Scoute to difcouer the 
comming of the expeded enemy, who was to 
fet vpon this good cheere, and to batter downe 
the walls of hot pyes and pafties. Mine eyes 
euen aked with ftaring towards the doore, to ipie 
when thefe ftates fhould enter, ducking downe 
with their heads like (o many geeie going into 
a bame. At length (with bagge and baggage) 
they came droping in one after another, ibmetimes 
three in a copany, ibmetimes fiue, now more, now 
lelTe, till in the ende, the great Holly was {o full 
that it fwarmd with them. I know you wonder, 
and haue longing thoughts to know what Genera-- 
tioH this is, that liued in this hoipitable familiarity; 
but let me tell you, they are a people for whome 
the world cares not, neither care they for the 
world ; they are all freemen, yet fcome to liue in 
Citties : great trauellers they are, and yet neuer 
from home ; poore they are, and yet haue their 
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djret fix)m the beft mens tables. They are neither 
old Seruingmen (for all I fay they are poore) that 
haue beene courtiers, and are now paft carrying 
of doake-bags: nor young gallants that haue 
ferued in the low Coiiries^ (albeit many of them 
goe vpon wodden legges) nor hungry fchoUers, 
^ all their life time haue kept a wragling in ^ 
ichooles and in the ende are glad to teach children 
their home bookes : neither are they decayed Poets, 
whofe wits like a fooles land, hold out but a 
tweluemonth and then they liue vpon the (craps 
of other mens inuendon: no nor Players they bee, 
who out of an ambition to weare the Beft lerkin (in 
a Strowling Company) or to AA Great Parts j for- 
iake the ftately and our more than Romaine Cittie 
Stages, to traud vpon f hard hoofe fro village 
to village for chees & butter-milke : neither are 
they any of thofe terrible Noyies, (with thred- 
bare doakes) that liue by red lattifes and luy- 
bufhes, hauing authority to thruft into any mans 
roome, / onely ipeaking but this, fFsll you haue 
any mujickef Neither are they Cittizens that 
haue beene blowne vp (without gunpowder) and 
by that meanes haue beene free of the Grate at 
Ludgaie^ (bme fiue times : no ; no, this is a Ging 
of good fellowes in whome there is more brother- 
hood: this is a Crew that is not the Damned 
CreWj (for they walke in Sattin) but this is the 

D. III. I I 
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Ragged Regiment: Villaines they arc by birth, 
Varlets by educatio, Knaucs by profeffion, Beggers 
by the Statute, & Rogues by Adt of Parliament. 
They are the idle Drones of a Countrie, the Cater- 
fillers of a Common wealth, and the ^Egyptian lice 
of a Kingdome. And albeit that at other times 
their attire was fitting to their trade of liuing, yet 
now were they all in hanibme deane linnen, becaufe 
this was one of their Quarter-dinners y for you 
muft vnderftand that (as afterward I learnt by 
intelligece) they hold theie ibllenme meetings in 
foure ieueral feafons of the yeare at leaft, and in 
feuerall places to auoid diicouery. 

The whole aflembly being thus gathered to- 
gether. One amongfl the reft, who tooke vpon 
him a Seniority ouer the reil, chai^d euery man 
to aniwere to his name, to fee if the lury were 
full : the Bill, by which he meant to call them 
being a double lug of Ale, (that had the fpirit of 
^qua vita b it, it (melt io fbong) and that hee 
held in his hand : Another fhmding by with a 
toaft. Nut-meg, and ginger, readie to crie Vous 
auez as they were cald, and all that were in the 
roome hauing Angle pots by the eares, which like 
piftols were charged to go off ib ibone as euer 
they heard their names. This Ceremony being fet 
abroach, an O-yes was made : But he that was 
Reffor Chori (the Captaine of the Tatterdemalios) 
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fpying One to inarch vnder his cullor% that had 
neuer before fenied in thele Lowiie warres, pawfed 
awhile, (after he had taken his firft draught, to taft 
the dexterity of the liquor) & then b^;an (luftice- 
like) to examine this Ttmger Brother vpon Inter- 
rogatories. 

The firft queftion hee demanded, was, if hee 
were ftalled to the Rogue or no ? the poore Hun^ 
garian anfwered, yes, He was : then was he aiked 
by fflum he was Stalled^ and fVhere^ and in WTuU 
manner of Complement it was done : to which 
queftion the Nouice hauing not {;y much beggerly 
knowledge as might make a learned reply, forth- 
with did the IVicked Elder^ comand the yong 
Slauonians that ftood about him to difFumifh him 
that was / (b vnflcilfull in the Rudiments of Roa- 
gariey of his beft Garment and to carry it prefently 
to the Bowfin Ken^ (that was to fay to the tap- 
houfe) & there to pawne it for (b much ftrong 
Ale, as could be ventured vpon it : Thus the 
chiefe Rag^'-mujffen gaue in charge, the reft 
obeyed and did fo, whilft the other Suflered 
himielfe to bee ftript^ and durft not refift their 
bafe authoritie. 

This done, the Grand Signior called for a Gage 
of Bvwjey which belike fignified a quart of drinke, 
for prefently a pot of Ale being put into his 
hanc^ hee made the yong Squire kneele downe« 
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and powring the full pot on his pate, vttered 
thefe wordes, I — doe ftall thee — ^to the Rogue, by 
vertue of this foueraigne Engliih liquor, (b that 
henceforth it fliall bee lawfuU for thee to Cant, 
(that is to iky) to be a Vagabond and Beg, and 
to ipeake that pedlers french, or that Canting 
language, which is to be found among none but 
Beggers : with that, the Stalled Gentleman rofe, all 
the reft in the roome hanging vpon him for ioy, 
like fo many dogges about a beare, and leaping* 
about him with fhowtes like (b many mad*men. 

But a Scilence being proclaimed, all were huflied; 
whilft Hee that played the maifter - diuds part 
amongft thefe Hell-hounds, after a fhrug or two 
giuen, thus began to ipeake to h'mi that was new- 
entered into the damned Fratemitie. Brother 
Begger (quoth he) becaufe thou art yet but a 
meere freih-man in our CoUedge, I charge thee 
to hang thine eares to my lippes, and to leame 
the Orders of our houie which thou muft obferue, 
vpon paine either to be beaten with our cudgels 
the next time thou art met, or elfe to bee ilript out 
of any garments that are worth the taking from 
thee. Firft therefore, (being no better than a 
Plaine ordinarie Roague, mary in time thou maift 
rife to more preferment amongft vs,) thou art not 
to wander vp and downe all Countries^ but to 
walke only (like an Vnder^Keeper of a forreft) in 
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that quarter which is allotted vnto thee. Thou art 
like wife to Giue way to any of vs that haue borne 
all the Offices of the Wallet before thee, and vpon 
holding vp a finger, to auoyd any towne, or 
country village, where thou feeft we are forraging 
to vidtuall our Army that march along with vs. 
For (my poore Villiacd) thou muft know, that 
there are degrees of Superiority and Inferiority 
in our Societie, as there are in / the prowdeft 
Company^ We haue amongft vs fome eighteen 
or nineteene ieuerall offices for men, and about 
(euen or eight for women : The Chief eft of vs 
are called Vpright metiy (I my dccre Sun-burnt- 
brother^ if all thofe that are the Chiefeft men in 
other companies were Vpright-men too, what good 
dealing would there be in all occupations?) the 
next are Rufflers : then haue we Anglers^ but they 
fddome cat[c]h fifli, till they go vp Weftward for 
Flouders : then are there Roagues, (ir liuery thou 
thy felfe now weareft :) Next are WiUe Rogues ^ 
then Priggers : then Palliardes : then Praters : 
then Tom of Bedlams band of madcaps, otherwife 
called Poore Toms Flocke of Wilde-geefe (whome 
here thou feeft by his blacke and blew naked 
armes to be a man beaten to the world,) and thofe 
Wild-geefe^ or Hayre-braynes are called Abraham- 
men : in the next Squadron march our braue 
Whip'iackSy at the taile of them come crawling 
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our Counterfeit Crankes : in anotfaer troope are 
Cabling Domerers : then Cmrtals follow at their 
heeles, and they bring along with them, ftrange 
£ngitursy called IriJh-TeyUs : After whmn foDow 
the SwigmcMj the larketmcny the PatricoeSy and laft 
the Kinchin-^Coes, Theie are the tottred Rfgimenis^ 
that make vp our maine annie. The Vidualers to 
the campe are women, and of diofe fiune are Gljm- 
erersy feme Bawdj-BaJketSy ibme Autem-Martsi 
others Walking-Morts i feme DoperSy others are 
Dolsy the laft and leaft are called Kinctrfn-MnrtSy 
With all which CowaradeSy thou (halt in diy Beg-^ 
garly Perigrinationy meete, conuerle, and be 
drunke, and in a fhort time know tfadr natures 
and Roagui/h conditions without the helpe of a 
Tutor. At thefe wordes the viduals came finoaking 
into the hall to bee fet vpon the board, where- 
vpon the whole iwarme iquatted downe, being as 
vnciuell in manners^ as vnhanfome in apparell, 
ondy the FprigfU-wteu and Rufflers had the Graine 
of the board giuen them & fate at vpper end of 
the table, the reft tooke their trenchers as they 
happed into their handes, yet fi>, that euery knaue 
had his ^eane dc^ by his fide. 

The table being thus fiimiihed both with Guefts 
and Meate, in ftead of Gr4Key euery one drew out 
a knife, rapt out a round oath and cryed Preface 
you mad RogueSy and (b fell to. They fed more 
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hungerly, than if they had come from the feege 
of lerufaUm : not a word was heard amongft them 
for a long time^ onely / their teeth made a noyfei 
as if fb many Mils had beene grinding. Rats 
going to the aiTault of a Holland cheefe could not 
more valliantly lay about them, nay my Lord 
Maiors Hounds at the dog-houfe being bidden to 
the fimerall banquet of a dead horfe, could not 
picke the bones cleaner : At length when the plat- 
ters b^an to looke leane, and their bellies grew 
plumpe, then went their Tongues : But fuch a noiie 
made they^ Aich a confufion was there of beggerly 
tayles, ibme gabhng in their Canting language, 
others in their owne, that the fcolding at ten 
conduitSi and the goffipings of fifteene bake-houfes 
was delicate muficke of it. At the length, drunken 
healths reeled vp and downe the table, and then 
it would haue made a Phifition himfelfe ficke, but 
to haue looked vpon the waters that came from 
them. The whole Raome fliewed a farre off (but 
that there was heard flich a noyfe) like a dutch 
peece of Drollery : for they fate at table as if they 
had beene to many Anticks : A Painters prentice 
could not draw woHe faces than they themfelues 
made, befides thofe which God gaue them ; no, 
nor a painter himfelfe vary a pifture into more 
fhange and more ill-fauord geftures, than were 
to be ieene in the Aftion of their bodies: for 
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fome did nothing but weepe and proteft loue to 
their Morts^ another fwore daggers & kniues to 
cut the throate of his Dapye^ if hee found her 
tripping: Some flept^ being drowned (b deepe 
in Ale-dregs, that they flauered againe ; others 
fung bawdie (bngs ; another crew, deuifed curfes 
vpon luftices of Peace, Headboroughes and Con- 
ftables, grinding their teeth fo hard together for 
anger, that the grating of a faw in a ftone-cutters 
yard, whe it fyles in funder ^ ribs of Marble 
makes not a more horrible noyie. In ^ end One 
who tooke vpon him to be Speaker to the whole 
houfe, (bidding the French & Engliih pox on their 
yelping throates,) cryed out for filence, telling them 
it was his tume (according to the cuftoines of their 
Meeting) to make an Oration in praife of Beggerie^ 
& of thofe that profefle the Tirade. Hereupon (as 
if an Owle had happened am^;ft fo many birds) 
all their eyes did prefently ftare vpon him : who 
thus began. 

My noble hearts^ my old weather-beaten fel- 
lowes, and braue Englifh Spirits, I am to giue you 
that which all the land knowes you iuftly deferue 
(a Roaguijh commendation,) and you fhall haue it. 
I am to giue Beggers their due praiie, yet / what 
neede I doe that, fcithence no man, I thinke, will 
take any thing from them that is their due. To 
be a Begger is to be a Braueman, becauie tis now 
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in fafhion for very braue men to Beg. No but 
what a Rogue am I to build vp your honours vpon 
examples ? doe we not all come into the world like 
arrant Beggers, without a rag vpon vs ? doe we not 
all goe out of the world like Beggers^ fauing onely 
an old flieete to couer vs ? and fhall we not walke 
vp & downe in the world like Beggers^ with old 
blankets pind about vs? yes, yes, wee will,^roard 
all the Ktnellj as though it had bin the dogs of 
Parifh garden : Peace cries the PenileJJe Oratory 
and with a Hem proceedes. 

What though there be Statutes to Burne vs 
i'th eares for Rogues} to Syndge vs i'th hand 
for pilferers ? to whippe vs at pofts for being 
Beggers ; and to fhackle our heeles i'th ftockes 
for being idle vagabondes? what of this? Are 
there not other Statutes more fharpe then theie 
to punifh the reft of the Subiefts, that fcome 
to be our companions ? What though a prating 
Coftable, or a red nofd beadle fay to one of vs, 
Sirra Goodma Rogue, if I ferued you well, I fhould 
fee you whipped through the towne ? Alas ! Alas ! 
Silly Animals ! if all men fhould haue that which 
they deferue, we fhould doe nothing but play the 
Executioners and tormenters one of another. 

A number of taylors would be dambd for keep- 
ing a Hell vnder their fhop bord : all the brokers 
would make their fFils at Tiborney if the fearch'mg 
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for ftolne goods which they haue Receiued^ fhould 
like a Plague but once come amongft them, yea 
if all were ferued in their right kinde, Two parts 
of the land ihould be whipped at Bridewell for 
lechery, and Three parts (at leaft) be fet i'th ftocks 
for Drunkennes. The life of a Begger is the life 
of a (buldier : he fuffers hunger, & cold in winter, 
and heate and thirft in Sommer : he goes lowfie, 
hee goes lame, hees not regarded, hees not re* 
warded : here onely (hines his glorie ; The whole 
Kingdome is but his Walkej a whole Cittie is but 
his parifh. In euery mans kitchin is his meate dreft, 
in euery mans feller lyes his beare, and the beft 
mens purfTes keepe a penny for him to (pend. 

Since then the profefHon is ancient (as hauing 
beene from the beginning) and fo general!, that all 
forts of people make it their laft Refuge : Since 
a number of Artificers maintaine their houfes / by 
it. Since we and many a thoufand more Hue 
merrily with it ; let vs my braue Tawny-faces^ not 
giue vp our patched cloakes, nor change our cop- 
pies, but as we came beggers out of our mothers 
bellies, fo refolue and fet vp your ftaues vpon this, 
to retume like beggers into the bowels of the 
earth. Dixi. 

Scarce was the word Dixi belch'd out of his 
rotten Aly lunges, but all the Bench-whiftlers from 
one end to the other, gaue a ringing Plaudite to 
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the Epilogue of his ^)eech, in figne of approbation : 
whereupon they rofe vp as confiiiedly as they (ate 
downe, and hauing payd (b farre as their purfes 
would ftretch for what they had deuoured, making 
Oes in chalke for the reft when they met there 
next. And euery man with his Mort beeing affigned 
to their quarter, which order giuen, at what 
following Fayres to (hake hands, and what Ale- 
bufh to tipple, with Items likewiie giuen where to 
ftrike downe Geeje^ where to fteale hennes, and 
from what hedges to fetch fheetes, that may feme 
as pawnes, away they departed, 

Turba Grauis Pact, plauddtg, inimsca ^ieti. 

No fooner were their backes turned, but I that all 
this while had ftood in a comer (like a watching 
candle) to iee all their villanies, appeared in my 
likenes; and finding the Coaft to be perfedly 
cleere ; none remayning in the houfe but the 
Hoftejfe to thefe Gueftsj her did I ibmmon to a 
iecond parlee. The (pirit of her owne malt walkt 
in her brayne-pan, (o that what with the iweetnefle 
of gaynes which ihe had gotten by her merchant 
ventures, and what with the fiimes of drinke, 
which (like a lufty gale to a wind mill,) (et her 
tongue in going, I found her apt for talke, and 
taking holde of this opportunitie, after (bme in- 
treaty to difcouer to me what thefe Vpright-meny 
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Ruflcrs and the reft were, with their feuerall 
qualities^ and manners of life^ Thus (he began. 

An Vpright-man. 

YOu fhall vnderftand then (quoth (he) that the 
chiefeft of thofe that were my Tablemen to 
day, are called Vpright-men^ whofe picture I will 
draw to the life before you. An Vpright^man is 
a fturdy big bonde knaue^ that neuer / walkes but 
(like a Commander) with a fhort troncheon in his 
handy which hee cals his Filchman. At Mar- 
kets, Fayres & other meetings his voice amogft 
Beggers is of the fame found that a Conftables is 
of, it is not to be controld. He is free of all the 
fhiers in England, but neuer ftayes in any place 
long ; the reafon is, his profeffion is to be idle, 
which being looked into, he knowes is punifliable, 
and therfore to auoid the whip, he wanders. If 
hee come to a Farmers doore, the almes hee b^s 
is neither meate nor drinke, but onely money r if 
any thing elfe be offered to him, he takes it with 
diidaine & laies it vnder a hedge for any that come 
next, but in reuenge of this, if hee ipy any geeie, 
hennes, ducks, or fuch like walking ipirits haunting 
the houfe ; with them he coniures about midnight; 
yfing them the next morning like traytors, either 
behedding them or quartering them in pieces : for 
wluch purpofe, this band of Vpright-men feldome 
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march without fiue or (ix in a company, {o that 
country people rather giue them mony for feare 
then out of any deuotion. After this bloudy mas- 
iacre of the poore innocent pullen, the Aftors in 
their bloudy tragedy repaire to their Stalling kenneSj 
and thoie are tipling houfes, which will lend money 
vpon any ftolne goods, and vnto which none but 
fuch guefts as theie refort : there the (pits go 
round, and the cannes walke vp and downe, 
there haue they their Marts and their DopyeSy with 
whome (after they haue Bow/ed profoundly) they 
lye (in ftead of fetherbeds) vppon litters of deane 
ftrawe, to increafe the Generation of Rogues and 
Beggers : For thefe Vpright-men ftand fo much 
vppon their reputation, that they fcome any Mort 
or Dopye fhould be (eene to walke with them ; 
and indeede what neede they care for them, when 
he may commaund any Dopye to leaue another 
man and to lye with him ; the other not daring 
to murmure ^ainft it An Vpright-man will 
ieldome complaine of want, for whatibeuer any 
one of his profeflion doth fteale, he may challenge 
a (hare of it, yea and may command any inferiour 
Roague to fetch in booty to ferae his tourne. 
Thefe cary the fhapes of fbldiers, and can talke 
of the Low countries^ though they neuer were 
beyond Douer. / 
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A Ruffler. 

I'^He next in degree to him is cald a Ruffler : 
the Ruffler and ^ Vpright man are fo like in 
conditions, that you would fweare the brothers : 
they walke with cudgels alike ; they profefle 
Armes alike, though they be both out at elbows, 
and will fweare they loft their limmes in their 
Countries quarell, when either they are lame by 
diieaies, or haue bin mangled in (bme drunken 
quarrell : Thefe conmionly are fellowes that 
haue ftood aloofe in the warres and whilft others 
fough^ diey tooke their heeles & ran away from 
their Captaine, or elfe they haue bin Seruingmen^ 
whome for their behauiour, no man would truft 
with a liuery ; if they cannot ^nd their daies to 
their mindes by their owne begging or robbing of 
country people that come late from Markets (for 
vpon thoie they moft vfually exercife their trade) 
then doe they compell the inferiour iubiefts of 
their Cdmon wealthy (as Rogues^ Palliardsy MortSy 
Dopies &c.) to pay tribute vnto them. A Ruffler 
after a y eerc or two, takes ftate vppon, and becomes 
an Vpright-maHy (but not an honeft man.) 

An Angler. 

AN Angler is a lymb of an Vpright-many as 
beeing deriued from him : their apparell in 
which they walke is comonly frieze lerkins and 
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gaily flops : in the day time, they Beg from houie 
to houie, not io much for reliefe, as to fpy what 
lyes fit for their nets^ which in the night following 
they fiih for. The Rod they angle with is a ftaffe 
of fiue or fix foote in length, in which within 
one inch of the top is a little hole boared quite 
thorough, into which hole they put an yron hooke, 
and with the fame doe they angle at windowes 
about midnight ; the draught they pluck vp beeing 
apparell, (heetes, couerlets, or whatibeuer their 
yron hookes can lay hold of: which prize when 
they haue gotten, they do not presently make fale 
of it, but after foure or fiue daies, or according 
as they fufpeA inquirie will be made after i^ doe 
they bring fuch goodes to a Broker, (traded vp for 
the purpofe) who lends vpon them halfe / io much 
money as they be worth, which notwithftanding 
femes the Angler a while fi^r (pending money, & 
enriches him that buyes it for a long time after. 

A Roague. 

A Rogue is knowne to all men by his name, 
but not to all men by his conditions; no 
puritane can difcemble more than he, for he will 
fpeake in a lamentable tune & crawle along the 
ftreetes, (fupporting his body by a ftafife) as if there 
were not life enough in him to put ftrength into 
his legs : his head (hall be bound about with 
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lynnen, loathfbme to behold ; and as filthy in 
colour, as the complexion of his face ; his apparell 
is all tattered, his boibme naked, and moft com- 
monly no fhirt on : not that they are driuen to 
this miiery by meere want, but that if they had 
better clothes giuen them, they would rather fell 
them to fome of their owne fraternity then weare 
them, and wander vp and downe in that piteous 
manner, onely to moue people to compailion, and 
to be relieued with money, which being gotten, at 
night is fpent as merrily and as lewdly, as in the 
day it was won by counterfeit villany. Another 
ieA there be of thefe, & they are called Sturdy 
Rogues : thefe walke from country to country 
vnder cullor of trauelling to their friends or to 
finde out ibme kinfeman, or elfe to deliuer a letter 
to one gentleman or other, whofe name he will 
haue fairely endorfed on paper folded vp for that 
purpofe, and hanibmely feald : others vfe this fhift 
to carry a Certificate or paiport about them, with 
the hand and feale of (bme luftice to it, giuing 
notice how he hath beene whipped for a vacabond, 
according to the lawes of the Realmej & that he is 
now to retume to iuch a place where he was borne, 
or dwelt laft, by a certaine day limitted, which is 
fure to be fet downe long enough ; for all thefe 
writings are but counterfet, they hauing amongft 
them (of their owne Ranck^ that can write and 
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read, who are their fecretaries in this buiinefTe. 
Thefe fellowes haue fingers as nymble as the 
Vpright-^many and haue their wenches, and meeting 
places; where whatfoeuer they get, they fpend, 
and whatfoeuer they fpend is to fatisfie their luft ; 
fbn^e of this broode are called Curtals^ becaufe 
they / weare fhort cloakes: their company is 
dangerous, their liues deteftable, and their ends 
miferable. 

A wilde Rogue. 

'T^'^He Tame Rogue begets a fVilde-Rogue ; and 
X this is a fpirit that cares not in what circle 
he rifes, nor into the company of what Diuels hee 
falles : In his fwadling clouts is he marked to be 
a villaine, and in his breeding is inflrudted. to be 
fb : the mother of him (who was deliuered of her 
burden vnder a hedge) either trauelling with him 
at her back, or elfe leading him in her hand, and 
will rather endure to fee his braynes beaten out, 
than to haue him taken fro her, to be put to an 
honefl courfe of life. So enuious they are & fo 
much doe they fcome any profefTion but their 
owne : they haue bin Rogues themfelues, and dis- 
daine that their children fhold be otherwife, Thefe 
fFilde Rogues (like wilde geefe) keepe in flocks, 
and all the day loyter in the fields, if the weather 
bee warme, and at Brick-kils, or elfe difperfe them- 
V. III. 13 
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felues in cold weather, to rich mens doores, & at 
night haue their meetings in Barnes or other out 
places, where (twenty or more in a copany) they 
ingender male and female, euery one catching her 
whom he doth beft fancy : the ftronger and more 
fturdy, keeping die weaker in fubiedlion : their 
language is bawdy talke, damned oathes, and 
plots where to filch the next morning, which they 
performe betimes : riiing as earely as the Sun, & 
inioyning their punckes to looke out for cheates, 
to make their meeting at night the merrier. 

A Prigger of Prancers. 

APrigger of Prancers is a horfe-ftealer, for 
to Prigj fignifies in the Canting language to 
ftede, and Prancer fignifies a horie. Theie walke 
(in frieze or lether lerkins) with a wand in their 
hands, watching in what pafture any hoHes fit for 
their tume, and thoie within three or foure nights 
after are coueyd away at the leaft 60 miles from 
the place : if they meete the Owners in their ground, 
they haue fhifts to auoide his fufpition by feigning 
they haue loft their way to fuch a towne. Thefe / 
Hackney men that let out horfes will requeft 
feruice at gentlemens houies, their fkill being to 
keepe a Gelding well, and if diey get entertain- 
ment; they ftand to their word, for they keepe the 
Gelding fb well, that his Maifter fhaH neuer finde 
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fault with any difeaie he hath, vnlefle it be that 
he had the dizzynes in his head, which made him 
reele out of his ftable to bee fold forty miles 
off at a fayre. Thefe haue their female ^yes that 
Suruey medowes and Clofes, and long onely for 
horfe-flefh. 

A Palliard. 

APiUliard comes next into my minde, & he 
likewife is cal'd a Clapperdugeon : his vpper 
garmet is an olde doake made of as many pieces 
patched together;, as there be villanies in him : this 
Palliard neuer goes without a Mort at his heeles 
whom he calles his wife : Being either in the ftreete 
of a citty or in a country village, they diuide 
themfelues, and beg almes at feuerall doores, but 
whatfbeuer is gotten (be it bread, cheefe^ malt^ or 
wooll) they fell it to fbme Rogue or other^ and 
with ^ money are merry at a Bawfing Ken. A 
Palliard carryes about him (for feare of the 
worft) a Certificate (vnder a minifters hand with 
the parifhes name, which fhall be fure to ftand 
farre enough) where this Mort and he were mar- 
ryed, when all is but forged : many Iri/hmen are 
of this lowfie Regiment^ and ibme Welchmen : And 
the better either to draw pitty from men, as alio 
to giue cuUor to their lame wandring ; with Spere^ 
wort or Arjenick will they in one night poyfbn 
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their leg be it neuer {o (bund, and raife a blifter, 
which at their pleafure they can take off againe. 

A Frater. 

AFrater is a brother of as damnd a broode 
as the reft : his office is to trauell with a 
long wallet at his backe, and a blacke box at his 
girdle, wherein is a pattent to beg for (bme Hos- 
pitall or Spittle houfe ; Many of which pattets 
(efpecially if they be in paper or parchment 
without the Great Scale) are counterfeit And 
thofe that are not fo, feme the Bearers of them 
but / as inftruments to play the Knaues by : for 
though they get neuer fo much, the poore crea- 
tures for whome they beg receiue little of it : they 
lye foaking with a Dopye in a typling houfe, whilft 
the fpittle wretches are ready to ftarue for fuften- 
ance at home : let country women returning from 
Markets if they be alone, & in a dagerous place, 
take heede of thefe ProBors^ for they haue the Art 
to vnhorfe them, and a confcience to fend them 
packing without any peny in their purfes. 

A ^ire-Byrd. 

YOur ^ire-Birdes are fuch as haue fung in 
fuch cages as Newgate or a country GaoUy 
and hauing their bells giuen them to fly, they 
feeke prefently to build theu- nefts vnder fome 
honeft mans roofe, not with intent to bring him 
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in any profit, but onely to put themfelues into 
money or apparell (though it be by filching) and 
then they take their flight. 

An Abraham-man. 

OF all the mad rafcalls (that are of this wing) 
the Abraham-man is the moft phantaftick : 
The fellow (quoth this old lady of the Lake vnto 
me) that fat halfe naked (at table to day) from 
the girdle vpward, is the bcft Abraham-man that 
euer came to my houfe & the notableft villaine : 
he fweares he hath bin in bedlam, and will talke 
frantickly of purpofe ; you fee pinnes ftuck in 
fundry places of his naked flefti, efpecially in his 
armes, which paine hee gladly puts hiimfelfe to 
(beeing indeede no torment at all, his fkin is either 
{q dead, with (bme fowle difeafe, or (o hardned 
with weather,) onely to make you beleeue he is 
out of his wits : he calls himfelfe by the name of 
Poore Tom^ and conmiing neere any body, cryes out, 
Poore Tom is a cold. Of thefe Abraham-men^ fomc 
be exceeding mery, and doe nothing but tingjongs^ 
faihioned out of their owne braines, (bme will dance, 
others will doe nothing but either laugh or weepe, 
others are dogged and (b fullen both in looke and 
fpeech, that fpying but fmall company in a houfe, 
they boldly and bluntly enter, compelling the 
feruants through fearc to giue them what they 
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demaund, which is / commonly bacon, or (bme 
thing that will ycelde ready mony. The Vpright- 
many and the Rogue are not terribler enemies to 
poultry ware, than Poare Tom is ; neither does any 
man fhift cleane lynnen oftener than he does his 
wenches. 

A Whipiacke. 

'"T^Hen is there another fort of nymble-fingred 
X knaues, and they are called Whipiacks : 
who talke of nothing but fights at Sea, piracies, 
drownings and fhipwracks, trauelling both in the 
ihape and names of Mariners, with a counterfeit 
Licence to beg from towne to towne, which licence 
they call a Gybe^ and the Scales to it, larkes. Their 
cuUor of wandring from Shire to fhire, (efpecially 
along the Sea-coafts) is to harken after their fhip 
that was ouerthrowne, or for the merchandize 
ftolne out of her, but the end of their land>voiages 
is to rob Boothes at fayres, which they call Heauing 
of the Booth. Thefe Whip tacks will talke of the 
Indies^ and of all countries that lye vnder heauen, 
but are indeede no more than frefh water Soldiers. 

Acounterfet Cranke. 

BAfer in habit, and more vile in condition than 
the Whipiackj is the Counterfet cranke : who 
in all kind of weather, going halfe naked, ftaring 
wildly with his eyes, and appearing diftraded by 
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his lookes, complayning onely that he is troubled 
with the falling (icknes : Albeit you giue them 
doathes they wil weare none, but rather with thofe 
rags which they haue hanging about them ihould 
bee made lothibme by myre, or their naked 
boibme and Armes to appeare full of brufes, and 
to be bloudy with falling, therby to kyndle in men 
the greater compaflion : to caufe that foaming in 
their mouthes, which is fearefuU to behold by 
the ftanders by, they haue this trick, priuily to 
conuey a peece of white foape into one corner of 
their lawes, which caufeth that froth to come 
boyling forth. Thefe Crankes haue likewife there 
meetings, and there wenches at command 

j1 I Dummerar. 

E Quail to the Cranck in diiTembling is the 
Dummerar^ for as the other takes vpon 
him to haue the falling iicknefTe, fo this counterfets 
Dumbnes ; but let him be whipped well and his 
tongue (which he doubles in his mouth, and fo 
makes a horrid and ftrange noife in ftead of fpeech) 
will walke as faft, as his handes doe when hee 
comes where any booty is. 

A lack-man and a Patrico. 

ANd becaufe no common wealth can ftand 
without fome Learning in it. Therefore 
are there fome in this Schoole of Beggers^ that 
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praftife writing and Readingj and thd& are called 
lackmen : yea the lackman is {o cunning ibmetimes 
that he can ipeake Latine : which learning of his, 
lifts him vp to aduancement, for by that means he 
becomes Clarke of their Hall^ and his office is to 
make counterfet licences, which are called GyheSy 
to which hee puts feales, and thofe are termed 
larkes. This lackman (for his knowledge) is 
hayle fellow well met w a PatricOj who amongft 
Beggers is their prieft ; euery hedge beeing his 
parifh, euery wandring harlot and Rogue his 
parifhioners, the feruice he fayes, is onely the 
marrying of couples, which he does in a wood 
vnder a tree, or in the open field, and the 
folemnity of it, is thus. The parties to be wedded, 
find out a dead horie, or any other beaft, and 
(landing one on the one fide and the other on 
the other, the Patrico bids them to liue together 
till death them part, & (o (baking hands, the 
wedding dinner is kept at the next Ale-houfe they 
ftumble into, where the mufick is nothing but 
knocking with kannes, and their dances none but 
drunken Brawles. 

An Irijb Toyle. 

IN this Forreft of Wtlde-meny the fafeft Toyles 
to pitch is the Iri(h Toyle^ which is a net 
(o ftrongly and cunningly wouen together, that 
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they who goe a hunting with it catch the Common / 
wealth, and connycatch the fubiefts : For an Irijh 
ToyU is a fturdy vagabond, who (corning to take 
paines that may make him fweat, ftalkes onely vp 
and downe the country with a wallet at his backe, 
in which he caries laces, pinnes, points^ and fuch 
like, and vnder cullor of felling fuch wares, both 
pafleth too and fro quietly, and {o commits many 
villanies as it were by warrant. 

A Swigman. 

Like vnto him in conditions is a Swig-man or 
PedUr^ carying a pack behinde him in ftead 
of a wallet : their trades are all one, fauing that 
the Swigman is (bmewhat better in behauiour, 
though little differing in honefty. They both 
ftand in feare of the Vpright-man and are forced 
oftentimes to pay him toale out of their packes. 

A Kinchyn Co. 

THe laft Ranke of thefe Runnagates is fild vp 
with Kinchyn Coes ; and they are little boyes 
whofe parents (hauing beene beggers) are dead, 
or elfe fuch as haue run away from their maifters, 
and in ftead of a trade to Hue by, follow this kinde 
of life to be lowfie by. Thefe Kinchins y the firft 
thing they doe is to leame how to Canty and the 
D. III. 14 
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onely thing they praftife is to creepe in at win- 
dowes, or Cellcr doores. 

Thus haue I opened vnto you halfe the neft of 
this generation of Vipers^ now will I difcouer the 
other halfe, wherein fits a broode of Serpents as 
daungerous and as lothibme as thefe. Of which 
A Kinchs ^^ Tong-ones and the Leafty are called 
Moru Kinching MortSy and thofe are girles of 
a yeare or two old, which the Morts (their 
mothers) carry at their backes in their Slates 
(which in the Canting Tongue are Sheetes) : if they 
haue no children of their owne, they will fteale 
them from others, and by fome meane disfigure 
them, that by their parents they fhall neuer be 
knowne. The fecond bird of this fether is a 
Delly and that is a yong wench, ripe for 
the Aft of generation, but as yet not 
fpoyled of her maidenhead : thefe Dells are re- 
ferued as difhes for the Vprigkt-meny for none but 
they muft haue the firft taft of/ them ; & after the 
Vpright-men haue deflowred them, (which com- 
monly is when they are very yong) then are they 
free for any of the brother-hood, and are called 
Dells no more but Dopers. Of thefe DellSy fome 
are termed tVilde Dells, and thofe are fuch as are 
borne and begotten vnder a hedge : the other are 
yong wenches that either by death of parents, the 
villanie of Executors, or the crueltie of maifters 
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and miftrefTes fall into this infamous and damnable 
courfe of life. When they haue gotten 

A Dopye. 

the title of Dopics, then are they common 
for any, and waike for the moft part with their 
betters (who are a degree aboue them) called 
Morts^ but wherfoeuer an Vpright-man is in pre- 
ience, the Doxye is onely at his command : Thefe 
Doxyes will for good viftuals or a fmall peice of 
money, proftitute there bodies to feruingmen if 
they can get into any conuenient comer about 
their maifters houfes, & to ploughme in bames, 
haylofts or ftables : they are common pick-pockets, 
familiars (with the bafer forts of cut-purfes,) and 
oftentimes fecret murtherers of thofe infants which 
are begotten of their bodies. Thefe Dopyes haue 
one efpecial badge to be knowne by, for moft of 
them goe working of laces, and ftiirt ftringes, or 
fuch like ftufFe, only to giue colour to their idle 
wandring. 

Of Marts there be two kindes, that is to fay, A 
walking Mort and an Autefn-mortx the Awaikcing 
JValking'Mort is of more antiquitie than ^®"' 
a DopyCy and therefore of more knauerie : they 
both are vnmarried, but the Doxy profefles herfelfe 
to bee a maide, (if it come to examination) and the 
Walking Mort fayes fhee is a widow, whofe hus- 
band dyed either in the Portugall voyage^ was 
flaine in Ireland^ or the Low Countries^ or came 
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to his end by ibmc other misfbrtune, leauing her 
io many finall infants on her hand in debt, whome 
not being able by her honeft labour to maintaine 
flic is compelled to begga Thefe Walking Marts 
trauell from Country to Countrie, making laces 
(vpon ftaues) and final] purfes, and now and then 
white vallance for beds : Subtile queanes they are, 
hard-harted, light-fingerd, cunning in diflembling, 
and dangerous to be met if any Rufler or Roague 
bee in their company. They feare neither God 
nor good lawe% but onely are kept in aw by 
the Vprigkt-wtcny who often times fpoyle them of 
all they haue, which to prcuent, the Walking Marts 
vie this pollicy, they leaue their money (ibmetime 
fiue (hillings,/ ibmetimes ten (hillings) in (euerall 
(hires, with ibme honeft fanners wife or others 
whom they know they may truft, and when they 
trauell that way againe, at halfe yeares end, or a 
quarters, fetch it to (crue their tumes : but dare 
neuer goe in good clothes^ leaft the Vpright-mtn 
either ftrip them into rags, or el(e (hu^ke naked, 
as they vie to doe. 

An Autem Mortj is a woman married, (for 

AnAntem ^^^«» ^^ the Bcggers language is a 

^"^ Church:) thefe Marts feldome keepe 

with their hu(band% but are from them fome- 

times a moneth or two, yet neuer walke they 

without a man in their company, and boyes and 
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girles at their heeles of ten or twelue yeares 
old, whome they imploy at windowes of houfes in 
5' night time, or earely in the mornings, to pilfer 
away any thing that is worth ^ carying away, 
(which in their togue) they call Nilling of the 
Ken. Thefe Auiem Marts walke with wallets on 
their fhoulders^ & Slates (or fheetes) at their 
backes, in which they vie to lie. Their hus- 
bands conmionly are RufflerSy Fpright-men^ or 
ff^lde RogueSy and their companions of the (ame 
breede. 

There is another Parrot, (in this Bird-cage) 
whofe feathers are more fleeke, and ^ ^^^ 
tongue more finooth than the reft ; and ^**^<*- 
(he is called A Bawdy bajket : Thefe Bawdy bajkets 
are women that walke with baikets or capcafes 
on their armes, wherein they haue laces^ pinnes, 
needles, white inckle, tape, round white iilke 
gerdelsy and iiich like : thefe will buy Conny- 
Skinnes, and in the meane time fteale linnen or 
pewter : they are fsure-ipoken, and will feldome 
iweare whilft they are felling their waires ; but 
will lye with any man that hath a mind to their 
commodities. The Vpright-men and Thefe hold 
fuch league together, that whatibeuer they haue 
is common to them both, and oftentimes will they 
with money relieue one another. 

The felfe fame Truce is taken betweene the 
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Vpright-men and the Demaunders of Glymmerj 

Demannders ^^^ ^^ tO fay, thofe who trauell Vp 

ofGiymcr. ^^ downc With licenfes to bcgge, 
becaufe their houfes haue beene confumed with 
fire, for Glymmer (in canting) fignifies fire. Thefe 
Glymmering Mort$ are fo tender hearted, that they 
flied teares if they make but mention of their 
lofles, and tel a lamentable ftory how the fire 
deftroyed their barnes, ftables, &c., all that they 
(peake being meere lyes : they likewife carrie 
wallets at their backes, and are onely attended 
vpon and defended / by the Vpright-men^ who 
neuer walke along with them through any towne, 
but keepe aloofe. 

And thefe (quoth the Hoftejfe of the Beggers) 
are all or the cheefeft (both Hee-Diuels^ and Shec- 
Diuels) that daunce in this large circle. I haue 
brought you acquainted with their names^ their 
natures, their tradings, and their trafiicke : if you 
haue a defire to know more of them, you fhall 
find whole congregations of them at Saint 
^intens^ The three-Cranes in the Vintryy Saint 
TybSy and at Knafjburie^ which foure places are 
foure feuerall barnes within one mile compafie 
neere London, being but Nick-names giuen to 
them by the Vpright-men : In thofe Innes doe they 
lodge euery night; In thofe dee Vpright-men 
lie with Mcrts, and turne Dels into Doxyes 
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(that is to (ay, rauifli young wenches) whilft the 
Rogue is glad to ftand at Reuerfitm and to take 
the others leauings. In Middleiex likewife ftand 
foure other Harbours for them, namely. Draw the 
pudding out of the fire^ (which is in the parifh of 
Harrow on the Hill.) The Crojfc Keyes^ (which 
is in Cranford parifli,) Saint lulianSj (which is in 
ThiJiUworth parifh.) And the houfe of Pitty in 
Horthall Parifh. The Kinges Barne neere Dar- 
ford, and Ketbrooke netrc Blackheath^ are likewife 
houfes of good receite for them : In all Shires haue 
they fuch Innes as thefe ; and in all of them and 
thefe recited, fhall you find fbmedmes 40. Vpright- 
men tc^ether ingcdring be^ners with their Morts, 
No finne but is here conmiitted without fhame. 
Adultery is common amongft them, Inceft but 
laughed at. Sodomy made a ieft : At thefe Hauens 
do they caft anchor boldly, becaufe none are by 
to barre their entrance ; yea thofe that are owners 
of thefe Barnes and Back-houfes^ dare not but giue 
welcome to thefe Vnruly Guefts ; for if they fhould 
not they would at one time or other fet fire of 
their houfes, or by blody and treacherous praftifes 
take away their lines. For this caufe fir, (quoth 
fhee) am I glad to looke fmilingly vpon them, and 
to play the HofteSy becaufe my abiding flands fb 
fsure from company, yet I proteft (quoth fhee) 
I hate the fight of them, as knowing them to be 
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hell-hounds, and haue made difcouery of their 
diuelifh conditions, becaufe you may teach others 
how to auoide them : And howfoeuer you may 
be drawen peraduenture to publiih thefe abufes 
to the world (fayd ftiee) yet I pray conceale my 
name, the publifhing of which may coft me my 
life. 

By / this tyme, the fumes of Ale which had dis- 
tempered her braines, and fet her tongue a going 
were di^rfed ; fo that both her lookes and fpeech 
(hewing that ihe did not now defemble : but 
vttered thefe things vnfainedly, I gaue her many 
thankes for her Difcouery ^ coiicelled her to change 
her difcomfortable Zr^^^/ir^, and to dwell in a place 
more inhabited, (which Aiee promifed to doe) and 
away I went. A thoufand cogitations kept mee 
company as I traueled alone by my felfe : Sorry 
I was to heare that in thofe places where Innocence 
and Simplicity fhould be borne, fb much, & fuch 
vgly Vilany fhould be nourifhed, yet was I glad 
that I came to the knowledge of their euils, be- 
caufe the dreffing of fuch wounds in a Common- 
wealth, is the curing of them. 

Looking therefore with more pearcing eyes into 
the Country4ife^ I began to hate it worfe than 
(before) I loued it, I fell to difpraife it fafter than 
euer I did commend it. For I found it full of 
care, and full of craft ; full of labour, and yet full 
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of penury; I (aw the poore hu(bandman made a 
flaue to the rich farmour ; the Armour racked by 
his landlord : I iaw that couetoufnefle made deere 
yeares when (he had fulleft bames ; and to curfle 
plentie for being liberal of her bleffings. I had 
heard of no iinne in the Cittie, but I met it in the 
village ; nor any Vice in the tradefman, which was 
not in the ploughman. All places therefore being 
haunted with euill Spirits, I forfboke the fieldes 
and the Mountaines, and took my ioumey backe 
againe to the Citie, whoie cuftomes (both good 
and bad) I defired to be acquainted with. It was 
my fortune to trauell (b late, that the Moone had 
clymed vp to the very top of Midnight, before I 
had enterance into the gates of the Cittie, which 
made me make the more haft to my lodging. 
But in my paflage, I firft heard (in (bme good 
diftance before me) the (bund of a bell, and then 
of a mans voice, both whofe tunes (eemed at that 
dead houre of the night verie doleful. On I 
haftened to know what noyie it fhould be, and in 
the end found it to be l^he Bell-man of London. 
The (bund of his Voice at the firft put me in mind 
of the day of Iudgement\ Men (me thought) 
fUrting out of their fleepes, at the Ringing of 
his bell, as dien they are to rife from their 
graues at the call of a trumpet : But when I 
approached neare vnto him, and beheld a man with 
D. III. 15 
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a lanthorne and candle in his hand, a long ftaffe 
on his / necke, and a dog at his tayle, I fuppofed 
verily, becaufe the Moone fhon (bmewhat dimly, 
that the Man in the Moone had lept downe from 
heauen & (for haft) had left his bufh of thomes 
behind him. But thefe Imaginations vaniihing, 
as faft as they were begotten: I began to talke 
to my Bell-many and to aike him, why with fuch 
a langling, and balling, and beating at Mens 
doores hee went about to waken either poore 
men that were ouer-wearyed with labour, or fick 
men that had moft neede of reft ? hee made anfwere 
vnto me, that the Ringing of his Belly was not 
(like an Allarum in a towne of garrifon,) to fright 
the inhabitants, but rather it was mufick to charme 
them fafter with fleepe : the Beating at their 
doores aflured thofe within that no theeues were 
entred, nor that falfe feruants had wilfully or 
negligently fufFered the doores to ftand open, to 
haue their maifters robd; & that his crying out 
fo loud, was but like the ftirill Good Morrow of 
a Cock to put men (that had wealth enough) in 
minde of the time how it flydeth away, and to 
bid thofe that were full of bufinefle to be watch- 
full for their due houres when they were to rife. 
He cald himfelfe therefore the Centinell of the 
Citty, the watchman for euerie ward, the honeft 
Spy that difcouered the prentizes of the night, and 
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that as a lanthorne in the poope of a Ship, was 
a guide or comfort to fea-men in moft pitchy 
darkneffe, fo was his walking vp and downe in 
the night time, a preuention to the Citty often- 
times of much and many daungerous fires. I 
lik'd well that thus he praifed himfelfe, becauie 
in thofe praiies lay the commendation of an 
honourable, ciuill, and poUitick gouernment* And 
fo farre delt I with him that in the end he brought 
me acquainted with his office, afwell as hee knew 
it himfelfe, and difcouered vnto me the properties 
of his walkeSy as how farre his boundes reached ; 
what mad hobgoblins hee oftentimes encountred 
with, what mifchiefes he now and then preuented, 
what knaueries he was now and then an eye wit- 
nefle to, and to what iecret villanies (brought to 
bed in darkneile) he was compeld to be (though 
not the midwife) yet a goffip, prefent at the labour 
and deliuerie. Of all which I hauing a longing 
defire to get the true piftures, and perfwading him 
that he was bound by his place, by his confcience, 
and by the lawes of common humanity to lay open 
iuch plots as were (o / dangerous to the common 
wealth whereof he was a member, he yeelded at 
the length to difcouer all that he knew : And 
for that purpofe not only caryed me home to his 
lodging where he gaue me the notes and names 
of fundry abufea begotten in the dead of night, 
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But alfo went vp and downe the Citty with me 
all the next day, Ihewing me the very doores 
and fignes at which they dwelt, and the very 
faces of thofe that were ^ diuells Favors in thofe 
lowe countrie comodities of hell. I learnt much 
by the Bell-mans intelligence but more afterwards 
by my owne obferuation and experience : what mer- 
chandize I ftored my felfe with by both ^ Voiages 
here doe I vnlade, & what profit fo euer arifes by 
the trafficke of them, fhall if you pleafe be wholy 
yours. And for that the Lading was of fundry 
commodities, I will deliuer them forth in their 
ieuerall parceUs, as I receiued them. 

Of cheating Lawe. 

ALL Vices mafke themfelues with the vizards 
of Vertue : they borrowe their names, the 
better and more currantly to pafle without fus- 
pition : for murder will be called Manhood^ 
Dronkennejfe is now held to be Phifick^ Impudence 
is Audacitie^ Ryof, good fellowAiip &c. So are 
thefe Villanies (whofe faces I meane to difcouer) 
paynted ouer with freih orient cullers, becaufe 
their lookes may be more pleaiing, and leiTe fus- 
peAed to haue craft vndemeath them. And for » 
that purpofe haue their Knaueries gotten the 
names of Arts or Lawes, as the AA of fuch a 
Thing or fuch a law, not that they are inftitutions 
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fet downs by law for the good of men; or of a 
common-wealth; but as the Law is grounded 
vpon Rea/oHy and hath Maximes of luftice^ vpon 
which fhe buildeth all her Pollicies whereby (hee 
gouems kingdomes. So thefe new-found Lawes 
of the Diuels inuention, are grounded vpon A£s^ 
chiefty and are nothing elfe but certaine Ads 
and Rules, drawne into heads (in an aiTembly of 
danmed fVretcfus) for the vtter vndoing of Men^ 
and confiiiion of a fi^eaU Publicke. 

Of all which Lawes^ the Higheft in place, and 
the Higheft in perdition is the CAealing Law or 
the Art of winning money by falfe dyce : Thoie 
that praftiie this ftudie call themfelues Cheaiors, / 
the dyce Cheaicrs^ and the money which they 
purchafe Cheates : borrowing the tearme from 
our conunon Lawyers, with whome all fuch 
cafuals as fall to the Lord at the holding of his 
LeeteSy as WaifeSy StrayeSy & fuch like, are fayd 
to be Efcheatsd to the Lords vfe and are called 
Cheates. This (brt of GamefterSy were at firft a 
few in number, (the Art being odious) they were 
poore, (as being hated and driuen from all good 
mens company.) But now, there are fo many 
profeft Cheators and io many that giue counten- 
ance to their occupation, that they might make 
an armie fuffident to giue the ^urke a battaile : 
now are they not hungry thread bare knaues, but 



ii8 THE BELLMAN 

gallants that ruffle in iilkes, & are whorryed 
through the ftreetes in Coaches, their purfes being 
full of crownes, and the'u- fingers being held vp 
able to command the prowdeft Curtizan. Yea to 
fuch a ranckenes hath cuftome brought this Vice^ 
and to fuch a boldnefle, that in the moft noble 
aflemblieSy at the Beft Ordinaries where your onely 
Gallants fpend aftemoones, & in your moft ciuill 
meetings of Merchants, your welthieft Cittizens, 
if they fall to play with dyce for any round 
fummes of money. It is now growne to a 
fafhion to haue ibme one or other to take vp 
the Cheaiors weapons, and (without all refpe^fb 
of honefty, friendihip, or focietie) to beate all 
commers. 

A Cheator playes his Maifters prize at 14. 
feuerall weapons, and thofe weapons are thefe. 

l!he Names offalje Dyce. 

A Bale of bardjincke De^oces. 

A Bale of Flat Jincke D twees. 

A Bale of Flat fice Aces. 

A Bide of bard fice Aces. 

A Bale of bard Cater-Treas. 

A Bale of Flat Cater-Treas. 

A Bale of Fullams. 

A Bale of light Graniers. 

A Bale of Langrets^ contrary to the vantage. 
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A Bale of GTrdeSy with as many High m:u as Low 
men for Pajjage. 
A Bale of Demies. 

A Bale of Long Dycefor euen and od. 
A Bale of Briftles. 
A Bale of Direff Contraries. 

Thefe are the 14. diueliih hookes, by which the 
Cheator angles for other mens money; hee cares 
not in what riuer, hee makes no confcience with 
what baite, (o hee ' may haue good draughts to 
mauntaine himlelfe in riots, and his whore in rich 
appareil, that's the white he (hootes at. Neither 
doth he let all thefe arrowes flie at one marke, nor 
in all weathers. But (bme he (hootes in one game, 
(bme in another, and as he findes what fboles are 
in his company, fo does he beftow his bolts. To 
fet downe all the Legierdemayne of this Handy- 
crafty would peraduenture inftrudt (bme ill-minded 
perfons in that villany, which is publifhed onely 
to haue others fhun it ; I will therefore fhew you 
a few of their iugling trickes (that are Graduates 
in the Art) and by the (hape of them, iudge the 
reft, for all are alike. 

A Langret is a Dycy which (imple men haue 
feldome heard of, and happily neuer feene (but 
to their coft.) It is (to the eye of him that is 
but a Nouice) a Good and Square DiV, yet it is cut 
longer vpon the Cater and Treay then vpon any 
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Other point, and is for that caufe called a Langaret : 
thefe Langrets are alfo called Bard Cater TraeSj 
becaufe in the runing, the longer end wil com- 
monly (of his owne fway) draw downewards, and 
turne eyther Sice^ Sincke^ Dewce, or yice vpwardes 
on the board ; the principall vfe of them is at 
Nouum. For fo long as a paire of Bard Cater 
Treasy be walking, {o long can you caft neither 
5. nor 9. vnles it be by great Chance^ that the 
rooghnes of the table, or fbme other ftoppe forcethem 
to ftay, and to runne againft their kind ; for with- 
out Cater ^ Trea, 5. or 9. you know can neuer come. 

Here fome may imagine, that by this meanes 
hee that hath the firft Dyce in his hand, may ftrip 
all that play at the table of their money ; but this 
muft be their helpe. An odde die called a Flat 
Cater Trea, (and no other number) is to be readie 
at hand, for granting the Trea & Cater to be 
alwayes vpon the one Dye, then is there no Chance 
vpon the other Dye but may feme to make 5. or 9. 
and (o caft forth and loofe all. 

The Cheater therefore marketh well the Flat, 
and bendeth a great part of his flxidie to leame 
when he is abroad, for (b long as that is ftirring, 
he will neuer Caji at Much. The fhift which a / 
cheater is driuen to, in conueying the Flat in and 
out, is a notable cunning, and in their Trade is 
cald Foyfting : which is nothing elfe but zjkight 
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to carry Dice eafily in the hand io often as the 
Foifter lifteth ; (o that whe either he or his part- 
ner cafteth the Dyce^ the Flat comes not abroad 
till he hath made a Greai Hand, otherwife the Flat 
is ftill fure to be One, vnleffe ^ Cheator of purpofe 
fufFers the filly Nouices, with whome hce playes, 
to caft in a hand or two to giue them courage and 
to Hue in hope of winning. 

The damnable Oathes and parrels that waite 
at the table of Gamefters, are occafion that many 
men forbeare to venture money in thofe (ports, 
who otherwife would play ; the Cheator therfore 
(being a cunning obferuer of all fafliions) will 
feldome fweare, (if he haue gotten a Gull into his 
company, whom he is loath to anger for feare hee 
looie him,) and as feldome iwagger, but will rather 
put vp an open wrong, then by a foolifh bmule to 
breake off the company, and fb hinder himfelfe 
and his conibrt of purchafe : But if hee fweare 
you would take him for a puritane, for his oathes 
are. Of Honefty^ of Troth, by Saint Martin 6fr. and 
take this note, that when he iweares affirmatiuely, 
he meanes alwaies the contrary. As for example, 
if I iay vnto you when the Dyce come to your 
handes. Of Honefty caft at all, my meaning is, you 
(hall caft at the table, or elfe at very little : or if 
when one being ftript out of all his money, offer 
to pawne a Ring or a lewell, and I fweare by 

D. III. i6 
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Saint Martin I think it is fine gold, then doe I 
meane that it is pure copper, and ib of the reft : 
He that is drawn in to venture his money, is 
(amongft this curfed brotherhood of Cheaters) 
tearmed a CozeHy and is handled io kindly, as if 
he were a cozen indeede: if hee once iet in a 
foote, and that they fall to Hunt him, then all the 
craft is to make the Conny fweate, that is to fay, 
(b wifely to handle him, that he may haue a defire 
more and more to play and to keepe company; 
yet ib warily to encreafe this appetite in him that 
hee Smoake not the Cheator^ which is, that hee 
fmell not what knauery is bent againft him, and 
fo flip the coUer like a Hound, and fliake off the 
cpmpany for euer. 

At the leaking vp of a Cozen, the firft Feny that 
a Cheator giues him, is to leame before he play 
what ftore of Bit he hath in his Bay, that is, what 
money he hath in his purfle, and whether / it be 
in Great cogges or Snuill, that is, in gold or filuer, 
and at what game hee will iboneft ftoope ; for 
that being knowne his humor is fed, and he is 
choked with the meate he loues beft. For (bme 
that will not play a groate at Nouum, will loofe a 
hundred pound at Hazard, and he that will not 
lofe a fliilling at Dyce, will play away his patri* 
mony at Cardes; for which caufe the Cheator 
fumiflieth himfelfe for all voyages^ but (pecially 
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prouides (or Jim cheat es^ and to atchiue which with 
more eafe, hee acquaints himielfe with Dyce-makers, 
that worke in comers^ (Varlets they are that are 
Falfors to the diuell, and for money will exchange 
their (bules in a bayle of Dyce.) Thefe Dyce^ 
fnakersj arme the Cheater with the fore(aid 14. 
weapons, and then is he a Cheater comp/eate. 

One notable pollicy is (as a Rule) iet downe in 
this Schoole of cheating^ and that is, a Cheator neuer 
dijcouereth the Jecrets of his Art to any : vnlefTe 
it be to ilich a one, who being left by his parents 
rich in money and pofTeflions, hath to the muficke 
of fquare ratling bones danced (b long, that hee 
hath danced him felfe into the company of beg- 
gers, and is brought to fuch want and mtferie, 
that hee would leaue no ftone vntumd to finde a 
pennie vnder it Such a wretch is inftruded in 
thoie Villanies^ by which he himielfe hath beene 
wrought to infamie : the poyibn ^ once he (wal- 
lowed doth hee now caft vp to kill others with it. 
Neither doth the Cheator beftow this learning vpon 
his young Scholler, out of a commifTeration of his 
low eftate, but onely to make vfe of him, euen 
in the heigth of his extremitie. His lornyman 
therefore doth he make him, and becaufe the 
Cheator is happily a man (b noted in all com- 
panies, that few or none will venture money where 
he playes, the Nouice is taught to play his Scollers 
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prize, whtlft the other ftands by and lookes on, yet 

(b that the Cheator hath the fweetnes of the gaines* 

The Nouices imployments then are amongft his 

rich Kinredf Countrimen or acquaintance to find 

out Cozens ; whome hee muft by one tricke or 

other get to a Tauerne, or inuite them to a (upper, 

at the end of which, the Cheator layes about him 

to draw them to play, and fecretly lends his Pupill 

money, to maintaine game, both their wits working 

how to cheate thofe that are in the copany. We^ 

haue beene too long at Dyce^ let vs now fall to 

Cardes. 

Of I Bamards Law. 

DTce and Cardes are T^wynneSj IdUnes was 
the father of them, Dejire of Gaines the 
mother, Honeft Recreatio faies flie, was their nurfie 
and ought to haue the bringing of them vp, but 
(howfbeuer) the Diuell makes them now his adopted 
children, and no wonder, for they are alike in con- 
ditions, as being *both (like him) full of deceipt : 
if there be cozenage in tripping of a dye, there is 
the like craft in fhuffling and ibrting of a paire 
of Cardes, infomuch that what game (beuer is on 
foote, He that is marked out to be the Loofer (by 
the Synodicall ailembly and Fathers of the Bernards 
Law) is fure neuer to depart a Wynner. 

To fpeake of all the flights vfed by Card-players, 
in al forts of Games^ would but weary you that are 
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to read, and bee but a thank[l]es and vnpleafing 
labour for me to itt them downe. Omitting there- 
fore the deceipts praAifed (euen in the faireft & 
moft ciuill companies) at Primero^ Saunl, MaWy 
Tramp, and fuch like games, I will onely lay open 
the viUanies of a bafe kind of people, that trauell 
vp and downe the whole land, ibmetimes in the 
habit of Gentlemen, ibmetimes of Seruingmen, 
ibmetimes of Graiiers, Farmers, and plaune fel- 
lowes, maintaining themfelues onely by the 
cozenage they vfe in Guide-playing : which kind 
of Play of theirs, they call The Barnards Law. 

To Aft which knauiih Comedy of Wily-Beguilyj 
5. Per/ons are required, and thoie are, 

1 The Taker. 

2 The Cozen. 

3 The Verjer. 

4 The Barnard. 

5 The Rutter. 

Theie are the Players : and now ihall you heare 
their parts. 

1 The Taker J is he that by ibme fine inuention 
fetcheth in the Man, whome they deiire to draw 
into Gaming. 

2 The Cozen, is the parde that is Taken. 

. 3 The Verjer J is a fellow more Graue in ipeech 
and habit, and ieemes / to be a Landed man ; his 
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part is to fecond what the ^aker b^ns, and to 
giue countenance to the AA. 

4 The Bernard is the chiefe Player j for hec 
counterfets many parts in one, and is now a 
drunken man, anon in another humour, and fliifts 
himfelfe into fb many (hapes, onely to blind the 
Cozen^ and to feede him with more delight, the 
more eaiily to beguile him. 

5 The Rutter is as arrant a knaue as the reft ; 
his part is difcharged, when hee hath begun a fray 
with his owne ftiadow, whilft the reft that haue 
made a younger brother of the poore Cozen, fteale 
out of fight. Now to the Comedy it felfe. The 
prologue of which if it goe off well, there is good 
hope all ftiall end well : All the cunning thereof 
is how to Begifiy and to doe that, the leaker ftudies 
his part at his fingers ends. The Stage on which 
he playes the Prologue, is either in Fleet eftreete^ 
the Strond^ or in Poules^ and moft commonly in 
the aftemoone, when Coutry Clyents are at moft 
leyfure to walke in thofe places, or for difpatching 
of their bufinefie, trauell from Lawyer to Lawyer^ 
through Chancery lane, Holburne^ and fuch like 
places. In this heate of running to and fro, if 
a plaine fellow well and cleanly apparrelled, either 
in home-fpunne rufilet, or freeze, (as the Seqfm 
requires) with a fide pouch at his girdle happen 
to appeare in his rufticall likenefle. There is a 
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Cozen Jayts me. At which word out flies the 
Taker^ and thus giues the onfet vpon my old 
Penny-father. Sir, God fiiue you, you are wel- 
come to London, how doe all our good friends 
in the Countrie ? I hope they be wel : the Ruffet- 
ting amazed at thefe falutations of a ftranger, 
replies: Sir, all our friendes in the Contrie are 
in health, but pray pardon me, I know you not 
beleeue it : No (anfwercs the J'aker) arc you not 
a Lancajhire man, or of ilich a Country ? if he 
(ay, yes, then the Fijh nibbles and he giues him 
more line to play with, if hee fay, no, then the 
Taker hath about with another weapon and fweares 
ibberly. In good (both fir, I know your face, and 
am fure we haue beene merry together, I pray (if 
I may beg it without oflence) beftow your name 
vpon me, and your dwelling place. The innocent 
Man, fuipefting no poifbn in this gilded cup, tels 
him preiently his name and abiding, by what 
gentlemen hee dwels &c. which being /done, the 
Taker (for thus interrupting him in his way, and 
for the wrong in miftaking him for another) oflfers 
a quart of wine : if the Cozen be fuch an Aile to 
goe into a taueme, then he is fure to be vnckled, 
but if hee fmacke my Taker and fmell gun-powder 
traines, yet will not be blowne vp ; they part 
faircly ; and then to the Verfer goes the Taker ^ 
diicouenng what he hath done, and deliuers the 
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mans name, country, and dwelling to the Verjer \ 
who boldly ftepping to him, or croffing the way 
to meete him full in the face, takes acquaintance 
preiently of him, falutes him by his name, inquires 
how fuch, and fuch gentlemen doe, that dwell in 
the fame towne by him, and albeit the honeft 
Hob-nayle-wearer^ can by no meanes be brought 
to remeber this newe friend, yet, will hee nill hee, 
to the tauerne hee fweares to haue him, and to 
beftow vpon him the beft wine in London. 

Diuerie other pullies (if theie two fule) haue 
they to drawe fimple men into their company, as 
by dropping a (hilling in the open way, which 
being taken vp in the Coimtry mans fight, muft 
be fpent in wine, becaufe hee fliall haue his Halfe- 
part : or by intreating him to ftep into a tauerne, 
til the Verfer haue writ a word or two into the 
Countrie, which hee muft carry to his friends^ 
ofiering the Cozen a (hilling for his paines. But 
the conclufion of all is, that if they thinke his bag 
is well lyned with (iluer, to the tauerne by one 
fubtle hooke or other, they will pull him, where 
being (et with the Verfer and the I'aker^ and wine 
called for: In comes the Barnard ftumbling into 
the Roame as it were by chance, (eeming to be 
halfe drunke : and crying the company mercy for 
being (b bold with them, they modeftly an(were, 
no hurt b done, and a(ke him if he will drinke 
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with them: he takes their offer, and fweares to 
pay for a pynte of wine, which they by no meanes 
will fuffer. But the Barnerd telling them hee has 
money for what hee cals, and vfing phrazes fit for a 
drunken man, out flies (bme twentie or fortie Angels 
on the board which hee puts vp prefently againe, and 
fayes, feing they will not fuffer him to pay for a 
pint, he will play at cards for it with any one of 
them, at a new game which hee learnt but now, 
with the loffe onely of a pot of Ale. The reft of 
his conibrt, making as though what they do is to 
be rid / of him, are content to play for a pynte 
and no more. The I'aker or the Verfer is the 
man muft play with him, the Cards are fetcht, 
Atumchance or Decoy is the game : the firft wager 
is wine, the fecond two pence in money, from two 
pence they rife to a fhilling, from that to a pound, 
and hauing drawne fbme good ftore of gold from 
the Bamardy the Cozen (allured with the fweetnes 
of gaine, and hope of wynning, feeing the other 
halfe drunke, as he imagines) is offered to be halfe 
in whatfbeuer is won : he ftoopes to this lure, but 
the bufh is fb well beaten by thefe fubtle fowlers, 
that in the end, all the birds are flowne out of the 
Cozens hand, and he hath not one peny left him 
in his purfe : if then he fmell the knauerie, and fall 
to calling for a Conflable, fwearing the dronken 
rafcall hath cozened him, (for the Bernard you 
D. III. 17 
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muft know carries away all the money) then enters 
the Rutter^ who picking fome ydle quarell either 
in the roome, or at the ftreete doore, the couy of 
cheators take their flight in the meane time, and 
that (with the fharing of the purchafe in another 
Tauerne) is the Epilogue to their comedy, but the 
iirft Entrance to the poore countrymans Tragedy. 

Thefe commedians Strawle likewife vp and 
downe ^ country in the habites of Seruingmen^ 
and filly fellowes, haunting Brainford^ Kingfion^ 
Croydon, Rumford and fuch other places neereft 
London vpon the market dayes onely, and at the end 
of market, when Butchers, Graiiers & others whom 
they thinke to be ftored with money are on their 
way home, then will one of this crew ouertake 
them in ryding, and light at (bme towne of purpofe 
to mend his girt, to remoue a fliooe of his horfe, 
or vpon any other excufe, intreating the company 
(with whom he is newly acquainted) to ftay and 
drinke a pot with him in the meane time. And 
in thefe country voyages doe they Saile by other 
points of the compafle ; ^ windes are not (b boy- 
ftrous, nor the Seas fo rough as the former, for 
here is there neither one ^ playes the drunkard 
nor any that Iwaggers, but thefe diuelifti Mafquers 
pafle vnder thefe names at fuch meetings, viz. 

I The party that fetcheth in the Gull (whofe 
feathers they meane to pluck) is not called the 
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7aktr^ but the Setter. 2 He that feconds him, 
keepes his firft Tytle & is called the Verfer. 
3 He that looieth his money, not a Cozen but a 
Ctmj. 4 He that comes / in and before counterfetted 
the dronken Bernard is now ibber and called the 
Barnacle. 

Sometimes likewife this Card-cheatingy goes not 
vnder the name of Bernards tawe^ but is called 
Batt fowling^ and then f Setter is the Beater^ the 
foole that is caught in die net, the bird, the 
Tauerne to which they repaire to worke the Feate, 
is the Bujh ; the wine the Straps and the cardes 
the Limetwigt. 

Thus haue I diicouered a ftrange Art, by which 
Conyes are caught after a new maner of hunting, 
and Cozens found out that were neuer of the 
kindred before. Thus the honeft farmer, fimply 
going about his bufinefle, is ftripped of that 
money, which fhould further his law-fuites, and 
fo perh^ is ouerthrowne : Thus the Seruingman 
being (ent with his lords treafure, is cheated and 
toumed out of feruice : Thus the prentice hauing 
his Maifters wealth in his hand, is robd (by tame 
theeues) and in the end driuen to run away or to 
dye in priibn. Thus the Gentleman comming new 
to his land is made a b^ger. Thus the Merchant 
is vndone. Thus all men are abufed. Thus the 
conmion wealth is difhonored by feeding fuch 
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vipers in her wombc, that cannot liue but by 
gnawing out her bowels. 

Vincents Law. 

THe Dyeing eheator^ and the cozening Card-^ 
flayer^ walke in the habites of Gentlemen, 
and cary the faces of honeft men. So likewife doe 
thofe that are Students in the Vineents Lawei 
whofe Inne is a Bowling Alley, whofe bookes are 
bowles, and whoie law cafes are lurches and 
rubbers. The paftime of bowles is now growne 
to a common exercife, or rather a trade of which 
fome of all companies are free ; the (port is not 
fo common as the cozenage vied in it, which to 
haue it liue with credyt and in a good name is 
called the Vincents Law. 

In this Law they which play booty are the 
Banckers. 

He that Betteth is the Gripe. 

He that is cozened is the Vincent. 

The Gaines gotten is called Termage. 

The Bankers are commonly men apparelled like 
honeft and fub / ftanciall Citizens, who come into 
the Bowling Allies, for a rubbers or fb, as though 
it were rather for (port, then for any gaines, pro- 
tefting they care not whether they win or loofe : 
which carelefnes of theirs is but a (hadowe to their 
pretended knauerie : whilft they are crying Rub^ 
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Rub^ Ruby & a Great one^ In come the fpedators 
dropping one by one, and ftand leaning ouer a 
Rayle to behold them ; of which oftentimes (bme 
fimple men that neuer (aw common Bowling Ally 
before may perhaps be of the number, and is 
brought in of purpofe by one of their owne 
Brotherhood to be rid of his money: if fuch a 
yong bird happen amongft them, and doe once 
but chirp, thats to fay either take or offer any lay, 
they all harken to his note, efpecially if he (ing 
(hrilly, thats to fay be deepe : if there be good 
ftore of Lookers on, then are thene certaine olde 
(bakers, whofe office is to doe nothing but liften for 
bets, either euen or od, & thefe are called Gripes ; 
which Gripes will refuie no Lay, if the ods may 
grow to their aduantage, for the Gripes & the 
BoHckers are iwome brothers to the Diuell (their 
father in law) and ^ bowles haue fuch vertue in 
them that their byafles will diredtly ron, as the 
Gripes haue placed their Bets. The Bankers (albeit 
they (b play as if they minded nothing but their 
owne game) yet haue ftill an eare how the layes 
are made, and according to that leuell doe they 
throw their bowles, (b that be fure the bowlers 
play booty : for fuppofe 7 be vp for the game, and 
that the one (ide hath 3. the other none, then the 
Vincent (who is the Nouice that ftandeth by, and 
is not acquainted with the tallents of thefe Grip's^ 
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nor feeles not when they draw bloud of him, no 
nor doth not (b much as carry an euiU thought of 
the bowlers that they fhould play booty, looking 
fo grauely and fo like to honeft men,) hee poore 
colt, feeing three to none, begins to grow lufty, and 
to offer oddes on that fide which is faireft for the 
game ; what ods faies the Grife ? 3. to one crycs 
the Vincent : no fayes the Gripe it is more, and 
with that the Bankers are come to foure for none : 
then the Vincent oflers to lay foure to one : I take 
fix to one faies the Gripe^ I lay it cryes the Vincent ^ 
and (b they make a bet of fix crownes, fhillings, or 
pence, as the Vincent is of ability to lay, and thus 
will fbndry take their oddes of him. On then goe 
the Bankers with the game and win another caft 
which is fiue for none ; at this / fooles fortune of 
his, the Vincent gryns for loy, fcratches his elbow, 
and is (b proud that no ground about the Ally can 
hold him, thinking verily both by the ods and 
goodnefife of the play, it is impoilible for his fide 
to loofe, and therefore (beeing now foole-hardy) 
hee takes and layes bets freely : all eyes then 
greedely marking the euent of this ftorme ; At 
the length on a fuddaine, the Sun begins to fliine 
on the other fide that were none, and they win 
perhaps ib long till th^y come to three for fiue, 
and ftill as their luck alters, diuerfitie of bets are 
layd ; till at laft they are fiue for fiue : and then 
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the Gripe comes vpon the Vincent^ and offers him 
od% which if the Vincent faften vpon, he loofeth 
all, for vppon what fide foeuer the Gripe layes, 
that fide euer wins, how great ibeuer the oddes 
be at firft in the contrary part, fo that the cozenage 
growes in playing booty. This (bwre banquet to 
the Vincent is feaibned with fweete meates to the 
Bankers & the Gripes ; who at night meete in 
ibme Taueme, and (hare the money gotten by this 
bafe meaneS) which money they call Termage, 

Now to fiiadow the villany the more, the Banker 
that wins and is aforehand with the game, wil lay 
franckly that he (hall wyn, and will bet hard, and 
lay great ods : but with whome ? either with them 
who play with him tliat are as crafty knaues as 
himfelfe, or elfe with the Gripe^ and this makes 
the Vtncet to ftoope to the blowe the (boner. 
Befides if any honeft men that hold them(elues 
ikilfull in bowling, offer to play any iet-match 
agsunft the(e common bowlers, if the(e Bankers 
feare to haue the worft, and fufpeft the others 
play to bee better than theires, then haue they 
a trick (in watring of the Alley) to giue fuch 
a moi(hire to the banck, that he who offers to 
Strike a bowle with a (hore, (hall neuer hit it whilft 
he hues becaufe the moyfture of the banck hinders 
the proportion ot his Ayming. Many other prac- 
tifes there are in bowling tending to cozenage, but 
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5' greateft and grofeft is Booty : in which \ deceipt 
is (b open & palpable, ^ I haue ieene men ftone- 
blind offer to lay Belts franckely, although they 
could fee a bowie no more then a poft, onely by 
hearing who played, and how the old Grypes had 
made their layes. 

Thus (ports that were inuented for honeft re- 
creation, are by the wicked abufing of them, turned 
to mens confiifion : And not / onely in thefe games 
before rehearied, but alio in thofe that are both 
more laudable, and more lawfoll. For in the Tennis- 
court^ Cheating hath a hand ; yea and in Shooting 
(which is the nobleft exercife of our Engliih 
Nadon,) arrowes do now and then fly with falfe 
feathers. Since then that all kinds of gaming 
ferues but as gulphes to deuoure the fubftahces 
of men, and to (wallow them vp in beggery, my 
councell is vtterly eyther to refraine (uch pa(times, 
or if men are of fuch Spirits that they muft needes 
venture their money, then to bee very prouident 
how they play, and to be choi(e of their company. 
Now let vs tume ouer the volumes of other Lawes^ 
enafted in the Parliament of thefe Diuels. 

The Blacke Art. 

HAuing waded thus farre in the(e puddles 
of damn'd impiety, it (hall not be amifle 
to go on, and fearch euen to the bottome and 
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fartheft (horc of them : to eflfeft which the fooner, 
we muft now deale in the Blacke Art. It is not 
that Blacke Art^ by which men coniure vp Spirits, 
and raife Diuels in Circles, to tell where money is 
hid, or whether goods that are ftolen are conuaied ; 
But this Blacke Arty is to fetch away money where 
it lyes, and to raife vp a fiend in a rich Mercers 
or Gold-fmiths fliop at midnight without the gib- 
rifli of a ftaring Coniurcr. This Blacke Art workes 
in darknefle as well as the other ; it deales with 
the Diuell as the other doth, and is as vnlawfuU as 
the other is : if you will needs (in a word) know 
the mifticall meaning of T^his Blacke Art^ it is 
called in Englifli Picking of Lockes^ And this 
Engine of mifchiefe tumes vpon thefe 5. wheeles. 
Viz. 

The Picklocke is called a Charme. 
He that watcheth if any body come, is the Stand. 
The tooles that doe the bufinefle are called 
Wrefiers. 

Picking of the locke is called Farjing. 
The gaines gotten is Pelfrey. 

Now albeit that two perfbns only are imployed 
in this Vndermining of a doore (viz. the Charme 
and the Stand) yet f burgulary is conunitted by 
other hands, which are in a readinefle to receiue 
the goods (when the houfe is entred) and to 

D. in. 18 
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conuey / them in parcels away. The Charme^ 
(who is ^ mafter of this black Art, goes like a 
coniurer, with a number of keyes & wrefts like 
ib many PentacUs) about him, which he calles pick* 
locks, and for euery fundry fafliion they haue a 
fundry terme ; but being ignorant of their wordes 
of Ar^ I omit them ; only afluring you thus much, 
that the Charme hath fuch cunning & fuch dex- 
teride in opening a lock (and that without any 
great noife) that no ward whadbeuer (be it neuer 
fo doubled) but flies back at his lugling with it. 
Some haue their inftrumeCs from Italj^ made of 
Steele, ibme are made here in England by Smithes 
that are partners and partakers in their villanous 
occupations. But howibeuer, the ^rade of Ljock-- 
picking may well be called the Black-Art^ for none 
ftudy it, but thoie that for other mens goods haue 
ibid their verie ibules to the Diuell. 

The Curbing Law. 

The Black Art and the Curbing Law^ are 
grounded both vpon the felfe fame portions : for 
the Black Art teaches how to breake open a lock, 
the Curbing Law how to hooke goodes out of a 
windowe; they both are workers in Iron, both 
are begotten in Idlenes, both Hue by villanie, and 
both die with infamy. A finith is the maker and 
fetter up of thefe two trades, and the hangman is 



OF LONDON. 139 

the vtte" vndoer of them. This Curbing Law 
fpreds it ielfe into foure maine branches : 

He that hookes is called the Curber. 

He that playes the fpy is the Warpe, 

The Hooke is the Courb. 

The goodes are called Snappings. 

The Gin to open the windowe is a Tricker. 

The office of the Curber is for the moft parte 
betimes in the mornings (at the diicharging of a 
watch) to be vp more earely than a noife of 
(hruggtng fidlers ; and the hufbandry which hee 
followes, is in the day time to watch what (hops 
or windowes ftand fitteft for his trade, which if he 
finde eafily to bee opened, then the cony is in the 
purfute without much feretting : But if he muft 
take paines for his liuing, out come his Trickers^ 
and then (as if hee were a brother of the Black 
Ari) doth hee with thofe / Iron engines, cut a 
barre of Iron in funder, in fuch ibrte that fcarce the 
ftanders by fhall heare him. The windowe being 
thus open, and that hee hath good hope to meete 
with fatte Snappings (or rich purchafe) the Warp 
buftles to play his part, and watches with cats-eies 
in the darke, looking (like one a fquint, or as if he 
ftoode to catch hares) two waies, one to fpie who 
comes, the other to note what comes out at the 
window : to carry which away he is furnifhed with 
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^-■r -IziJis. But firft muft the Curher play his 
_-'^ csi :iut is with an Iron about nine foote 
, ^— ^. -K whole end (being crooked) are three 
-■~, z^rwi. contrary, fo that they catch euery 
^. , : icv uuppings be within their reach. This 
, ,.x. -T CV'J) is made with ioynts Hke an Ang- 
_ '.^:. lai in the day time is conueycd into the 
jt — c Ji » truncheon, and wome like a walking 
■:J^ T-i; a^ght, when it is put to doe other feruice. 
\ -i.^^'-'cr d\e Curbtr with this angle fifhes for 
_ i_ iirs» :^ iVarf beares it away, and he deliuers 
^ ,•:<«■ 5J a Broker or fome Bawd (for they all 
_- ,>■ jfw teather,) of which Receiuers they haue 
^ "x-crtc money for it, as if they traded with 
•.,,i-v'i:iK» Then is there (belonging to this 
».-w:' * ryjKTT, and he is iuft in the nature of 
^ . . f. Per as the one praftifes his villany with 
, -vv-*.^ i? rfie Ditur workes his lugling feates by 
-V • sir" A boy, (called a Figger) whom hee thrufts 
, -. * ciATtiNot, being fo well ftudied that he hath 
-■v '-ic^'lcs of the Black-Artf & can pick a lock 
; V tot too much crofle warded ; this Figger 
, -o^ ^> the Diuer what fiiappings he findes in 
,v Kv oc chamber. 
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l!hi Prigging Law. 

BEing weary with going thus farre on foote, 
let vs now (iithence we haue ouertaken a 
horfeman) get vp and ride along with him. Yet 
now I looke vpon him well, it is more fafety and 
better policie to let him ride by himfelfe, for he 
rides circuitc with the DiueU, and Derick muft 
bee his hoft, and Tiburne the Inne at which he 
will light This ranck-rider is of the Family of 
Knights-errant, or of thofe wandring Rogues that 
march in the firft files of my booke, his name is a 
Prigger, deriuing his title from his praftize, which 
is called the Prig/ ging LaWy whofe grounds are 
the Cleanly and cunning ftealing of hor/es. 

This Prigging Arte runnes into fix riuers, all of 
them falling into one ftreame, and all of them 
flowing from one head. 

He that fteales the horfc is called the Prigger. 

The horfe is called a Prancer. 

The feller away of the ftolne horfe is a Martar. 

The Tolling-houfe is called Alhallowes. 

The tiller is the Rifler. 

The fureties at the toU-booke are called ferries. 

A Prigger on foote is called a Trayler. 

The Prigger if hee bee a lance-man (that is to 
fay, one that is already horft) then rides he in ftate, 
attended by followers, who are either like his fer- 
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uants in liueries, or in the habite of Gentlemen, or 
moft commonly in the fhapes of Drtmers : in this 
equipage doe they walke vp and downe medowes 
and paftures or other indofed grounds, as if their 
purpofc were to buy catteU, whereas their eyes arc 
onely bufied in noting hoHes, that are worth the 
ftealing, and whether their heeles are fettred w 
horfe locks or no. This firft cirkle being drawne 
in ^' day time, the next night following our Prig-- 
gers fall to coniuring, and by the fpelles of the 
Black Arty pick open the Tramelles or locks, & 
then like Battes or Owles away they fly ouer hedge 
and ditch out of thofe quarters. The owners in 
the morning may finell out their footefteps & fee 
which way they are rid poft, but vnlefle the Diuell 
himfelfe either went with a candle & lanthome 
before them, the Priggers would neuer be found, 
or elfe carried them on his back, and bid them to 
hold faft by his homes whilft he gallopped, it were 
not poffible to ouertake them. For this policie 
they vfe, if the Prigger fteale a horie in Yerke-Jhire^ 
he felles him in Surrey y Kent or Suffix ; and their 
Martars (fo called of hunting Marts or Faires) 
who receiue the at ^ Priggers handes, chop them 
away in ibme blinde fdres or other after they haue 
kept them a moneth or two, till the breath of the 
Hue and Crie be blowne ouer. 

If the horfe be of any value, and much inquired 
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after, or cary fuch brands or eare-markes about 
him, that they canot put him oflF without danger, 
then doc thcfe Priggers brand him with a crofle- / 
brand on the former, or take away his eare-marke, 
and Co keepe him at hard meate till he be perfeftly 
recouered or elie will they fell him in Cornewall, 
or PTales if he be fetched out of Cumberland, 
Uncolne-flure, Norfolke or Suffolke. But if the horle 
be onely coloured and without Brandes, then haue 
they fliifts to fpot them (b ftrangely, that a man 
ftiall hardly know his owne horfe if he meete him ; 
as to marke a black horfe with faddle-fpots^ or to 
ftar him in the forhead, and change his taile : the 
fecrets of which are not fit in print to be difcouered, 
left laying open the abuie, I ihould teach ibme how 
to pradtife it 

This is the life of the Prigger, who trauailes vp 
and downe the whole kingdome vpon his geldings 
of 20 and 40 pound price, and is taken for a man 
of good worth, by his outward fhew, being (amongft 
his owne fraternity of horfe-ftealers) called a Prig- 
ging lance-tnan. But he that borrowes a nag out 
of another mans pafture, and cares not ib he may 
get money for him, how he puts him away, onely 
to fupply his wants, is called a TrayUr ; thefe 
^Trailers trot vpon the hoofe, and are footemen, 
meane in apparell, though not meane in their 
theeuing trade: you fhall haue them attired like 
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plaine country grans, walking (like our thredbare 
gallants in Poules) in bootes wout ipurres, & 
fometimes without bootes, long ftaues on their 
neckes, and black buckram bags at their backs, 
as if they were Lawyers clients and carried letters 
vp and downe : But thofe buckram bags are the 
horfes wardrobe. In thofe bags doe thefe fneaking 
Traylers put faddle, bridle, fpurres, ftirrops, and 
ftirrop leathers ; all this hackney houAiold ftufFe 
beeing made fo quaintly, that the deepe flop of a 
hofe is able to hide it : for the faddle is faftiioned 
without any tree, (yet hath it cantle & bolfters) but 
artificially quilted together with cloth and bumbaft, 
and with fuch foldes that it may eafily be wrapt vp 
in a little roome : the ftirrops goe with vices and 
ginnes, that one may put them into a paire of 
gloues, (b likewife doe the fpurres, and then 
a little white leather head ftall and reynes, with 
a fmall fcottifli brake or fiiafBe, all of them fo 
neatly framed, that a fmall bag will containe them. 
And looke how the Lance-man rides poft when 
hee fits vpon his prey, fo when the Trailer is in 
the faddle, away hee gallops as if euerie lade of 
feuen / nobles price were a winged Pega/uSy felling 
him as farre off from the place where hee ftole 
him, as poflibly hee can. 

Now becaufe thefe Priggers though they breake 
the Lawe in one point, yet they make it whole in 
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another ; and veiy orderly come to the Toll booke, 
bringing 2 (of their owne religion) ciuilly attired 
(fitting the place) who not only affirm but offer 
to depofe that they know the horfe to be his owne 
that iels it; yet are thefe caitifs no better then 
olde knights of the poft, ^ will periure thefelues 
for pots of Ale, & neuer faw perhaps either ^ 
Pfigger or the Prancer before thefe wicked Elders, 
hauing for villanies beene banifhed out of Weft- 
minfter Hall, or for their penuries ftood and loft 
their eares on the pillorie, retire themfelues into 
the G>untrie, and profefle this kind of life, being 
by the horfe-ftealers called (though they are farre 
vnworthy of fo good a name) ^uerries : leauing 
whom (with the horiemen their good Lords and 
mafters) either to an amendment of manners, or to 
the mercy of the Hangman, who muft teach them 
to ride this wodden curtail ; let vs, becaufe wee 
are now lifting them out of the (addle, tume ouer 
a new leafe, and read a ledhire in the Lifting Law. 

The Lifting Law. 

THe Lifting Law is not the Law of Porters^ 
who liue by Liftings and cry to one another, 
lend mee your hand when honeftly they are to 
carry a burthen for a penny, and fafely to deliuer 
it to the owner backe agsune : but this law teacheth 
a kind of tifting of goods cleane away. In fuch 
D. III. 19 
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Liftings are three forts of Leauers vfed to get vp 
the baggage, viz. 

He that firft ftealeth the parcell is called The 
Lift. 

He that receiues it is the Marker. 

He that flands without and carries it away, is the 
Santar. 

The goods thus purchafed, is called Garbage : 
which Garbage is fomedme plate, or lewels, fome- 
times pieces of veluet, fometimes doakes or lawyers 
gownes, fometimes one thing, fometimes another. 

The Praffitioners of this Lifting Law, take 
feuerall degrees, for fome of them (and they are 
the Punies) are but Bafe Rogues^ that / liue by 
Lifting quart pots, platters, and fuch trafh out of 
tipling houfes, vnder colour of ^nding two or 
three pottes of Ale. Thefe are the Rqfcallitie 
of this Heard. But the Gentleman Lifter walkes 
with his Alarker at his heeles, as if he were a 
G>untry Gentleman of 500. a yeare, & comming 
into a Mercers or Gold-fmiths fliop, prefetly cafls 
by his cloake, (to colour his intents) the Marker 
(landing bare-headed not farre from him, his 
worfhip then cals for a bolt of Satten, Veluet, 
doth of gold, or filuer, or any other of the richeft 
OMnmodities, and not liking the pile, colour, or 
bracke, his eye muft haue the choice of more ; 
the Marker in the meane time whileft the Mercer 



OF LONDON. 147 

is bufie and turnes his backe^ hath the Garbage 
thruft towardes him by the Lifter^ and conueies 
it vnder his cloake : the Sen tar who walkes in the 
ftreete, paifing then in great hafte by the doore^ 
is called backe by the Marker^ as if he were fuch a 
GendemanS) Knights, or Noble-mans feruant : but 
the Senter fweares he cannot ftay, the Marker tels 
him hee muft needes haue one word with him, and 
(o ftepping along with him fbme part of the way, 
fecretly conueies the Garbage to the Sentar. 

Other Lifts there are, that haunt Noble-mens 
houfes, at Marriages, or iblemne Reuelings, in 
Chriftmas, and the Hals of companies when they 
make feafts, at which times they lift away goblets, 
or other pieces of plate, Napery, or any thing 
worth the ventring for. 

Others ply Counfellours chambers, that are 
well cliented, and fit downe in the outer roomes 
like G>untry men, hauing blacke boxes by their 
iides, and papers in their handes : but their atten- 
dance is not for couniell, nor to pay any fees, but 
to Lift away gownes, or cloakes, by the Rules of 
their owne Law. The like pare of Indentures 
doe they draw in (hops, betweene Scriueners and 
themielues. 

Another more cunning then all thefe Liftings^ 
is when in an euening, a Batfowler walkes vp and 
downe the ftreetes, and counterfets that hee hath 



148 THE BEL-MAN 

let fall a ring, a lewcll, or a peece of gold, requeft- 
ing feme Prentice, (when there is but one in the 
fhop) to lend him his candle a while to find his 
lofles, who fimply doth fo, but the Lifter poring 
a good while and not meeting with his ring, lets 
the candle in the end flip out of his fingers, and 
whilefl the prentice fteps in to light it againe, the 
Sentar or he/himfelfe fteales what garbage they 
can finger, and are gone in the meane time. 

You haue another kind of Lifter ^ or more 
properly a cunning night fliifter, and it is thus : 
You fliall haue a fellow, that in an euening or 
night time, or (bme time at noone dayes, as hee 
likes the company, and forts his opportunity, that 
will wilfully drop fometime a fpoone, other while 
a ring, or elfe fome peece of coyned money, as the 
likenes of gold, and filuer, and (o fpuming it afore 
them in the view of others, to the end they fliould 
cry halfe part ; which he taking hold of, fayth, 
nay by my troth, what will you giue me & take 
It all ? and fo fome greedy fooles ofiTer thus much, 
thinking it gold, which the Lifter takes, as knowing 
it counterfeit, and fo are they cunny-caught 

Then is there a kind of Z.///, who like a lugler 
doth all his feates of himfelfe, not caring for the 
helpe of others ; he goes attired like a Seruingman, 
booted and ipurd and dirtie as if hee had new 
ridden; his haunts are the beft townes in the 
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countrie vpon market dayes, but moft commonly 
Faires : the birdes he watches for are Knights, 
Efquires^ or Gentleme, that light at f greateft 
Innes, whither moft refort is ; who (hall no (boner 
come from horfe, but this Lifter is readie to hold 
his ftirrop, or to walk his hoHe, as ofEcioufly as 
if he wore his cloth : So that to the Gueft he 
(eemes to be one belonging to the hou(e, and to 
the (cruants of the houfe hee appeares to bee a 
follower of the Gentleman newly alighted. But 
the Gueft being departed from his Inne, to the 
towne or into the faire, backe comes this counter- 
feit Blew^oatCy running in all hafte for his mafters 
cloake-bag or portmantua, & cals to the oftler or 
chamberlaine by his name to deliuer it, becau(e 
fome things muft bee taken out for his Knight, or 
the Gentleman his maifter, that are in it. The 
prey is put (hereupon) into the Vultures tallants, 
and away flies he prefently to his neft, to feede 
and fat his rauenous gorge with the garbage which 
he hath gotten. 

But what Nefts thinke you they flie to ? Marry 
to the hou(e either of (bme notorious trebble-chind 
baude (in whofe beddes commonly thefe Serpentes 
lie lurking) who keepes a tipling houfe, and brings 
vp yong Trugs (vnder the colour of filling Kannes) 
that are harlots to the Lifts ; or elfe to the (hops 
of certaine Brokers, who traffick onely in this kind 
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of Merchandize, and / by bils of (ale, (made in the 
name of Robin-Goodfellow and his cnie,) get the 
goods of honeft Citizens into their hands, either 
detaining them {o long in their chefts till they be 
no more fought after, or elfe fo altering them that 
5' Owners (hall hardly know them. Thus the Lift 
and his mates prepare the lime-twigs and catch the 
bird, but the Bawde and Broker^ eate the flefhe 
and giue the other onely the feathers. 

The High Law. 

AUL this while haue I read vnto you the 
beggarly law, and bafe common Lowes of 
yillanyy by which the Out-Lawes of a kingdome, 
and Out-cafts of a well-gouemed Common-wealthy 
maintaine their damnable courfes. Now muft 
you caft vp your eyes and looke aloft, if 
you haue a deiire to behold the pidhire of The 
High Law : which taketh that name from the 
high exploits that are afted by it: the Schollers 
that leame it are called High Lawyers ; yet they 
neuer walke to Weftminfter to pleade, though 
oftentimes they are called to the Barre^ but then 
it is to haue them Hold vp their hands, that the 
Hangman may tell them their fortune. All the 
former Lawes are attained by wit, but the High 
Law ftands both vpon fFit and Manhood. For 
the High Law is nothmg elfe but taking a purfe 
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by the High-way fide^ fo that to bee a good prac- 
titioner in this Law^ a man needs no more but a 
bold fterne looke, a good heart, and a good fword; 
the cafes that he is to plead vponj is onely Stand 
and Dcliuer. All trauellers are fo beaten to the 
trials of this Law^ that if they haue but rode 
ouer Shooters Hilly or Salijbury Plaine^ they are as 
perfeA m the principles of it, as if they had beene 
7. years in the company of High-Lawyers. The 
Counfell a High-Lawyer giues, is common, but his 
fees are vnreafbnable, for he ftrips his Clients of 
all The motions which hee makes are both in 
Terme and out of Terme ; I fliall not need there- 
fore to open any of his Cafes. But onely will tell 
you thus much, that this high-law is comprehended 
in fiue Volumes^ viz. 

The theefe that commits the Robbery ^ and is cheife 
clerke to Saint Nicholas^ is called the High Lawyer. 

He that fetteth the watch is a Scripper. 

He that ftandes Centinell and does watch, is an 

Oke. 

Hee that is robd, is the Martin. 

When he yeildeth, it is called Stooping. 

All the (hires in England haue feene thefe High- 
lawe matters tryed, and therefore if any would 
know them or the profeflbrs of them to a haire, 
let him but ftep into the Old Baily at any Seffions, 
and he (hall heare more. 
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The Jacking Law. 

1"^He companion of a theefe is commonly a 
Whore ; it is not amiflfe therefore, to 
pinneon them together : for what the theefe gets 
the ftrumpet fpends. The trade of thefe l^ale- 
bearers goes vnder the name of the Sacking-law ; 
and rightly may it be called facking, for as in the 
(acking of a City, all the villanies in the world are 
fet abroach, (b when a Harlot comes to the (acking 
of a mans wealth and reputation (for fhe befi^eth 
both together) (he leaues no (batagem ynpradi(ed 
to bring him to confufion. fVeftminfier and Hoi- 
born haue chambers full of thefe ftudents of the 
Sacking4aw. In Clerken-well, they had wont & 
are ftill well cliented : White Friers is famous for 
their meeting : The Spittle flouri(hes with the yong 
fry, that are put to it to leame it. Sacks come 
to the(e milles euery houre, but the Sacking-lawe 
empties them fafter then a Miller grindes his 
bu(hels of come. He that hath a luft to pradtife 
this law, muft bee furni(hed with thefe fiue bookes, 
viz. 

The Baud^ who if (he be a woman is called a 
Pandarejfe. 

The Apple-Jquirey who is to fetch in wine. 

The Whore^ who is called the Commodity. 

The Whore-houje^ which is called a drugging- 
place. 
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Thefe fiue Authors are fb well knowne, and 
haue bin fb turned ouer leafe by leafe, that euery 
man (almoft) that hues in fight of the fmoake 
of the Citie, hath them at his fingers ends ; or if 
he cannot, it is an eafie matter to finde them by 
a Table. I will onely refer you to the fuburbs. 
But there is a fecond part of this Sacking-law y and 
that inftruds Punckes to attire themfelues neatly 
in fummer euenings, and about ten or eleuen of 
the clock at night to walke vp and downe the 
moft peopled ftreetes of the citie, very foberly and 
gingerly, til ^ wine (by /one Gull or other) be 
offered, which with a little intreaty fhe takes ; but 
being in the midft of their bowles, or perhaps the 
filly cony being trayned home to a lodging, where 
he falles to Nibling ; in comes a Ruffian with a 
drawne rapier, calles the Punck (as fhe is) damned 
whore, aikes what Rogue that is, and what he 
does with his wife. The conclufion of all this 
counterfeit fwaggering being a plot betwixt this 
panderly ruffian and the whore to geld the fiUy 
foole of all the money hee hath in his purfe, and 
(bmetimes to make him (rather than his credit 
fhould be called into queftion) to feale a bill or 
bond for other fums of money at fuch and fuch 
daieSy and fo fend him packing, when he hath 
paide too deare for a bad difh of meate which he 
neuer tailed : the bafe Applefquire and his yong 

r. III. 20 
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miftrefTe, laughing to fee what a woodcocke they 
puld, and (haring the feathers betweene them. 
But when fuch comedies (of the Sacking- Law) 
as theie, are playd, then the Aftors haue other 
names than are iet downe before, and thefe 
they be: 

The whore is then called the Traffick. 

The man that is brought in, is the Simpler. 

The Ruffian that takes him napping, is the 

Crojbiter. 

The Figging Law. 

THe Parliament of thefe hell-hounds, it feemes 
wil foone breake vp, for they ftand now 
onely vpon the laft lawe ; which they call Figging- 
Lowe : in making of which law, two perfbns haue 
the chiefe voices, that is to fay, ^ Cut-purje & the 
Pick-pockety and all the branches of this law reach 
to none but them and (uch as are made free 
denizens of their incorporation. This Figging- 
Lawe (like the body of (bme monftrous and 
terrible beaft) ftands vpon ten feete, or rather lifts 
vp proudly ten Dragon-like heads, the names of 
which heads are thefe. viz. 

He that cuts the purfe is called the Nip. 

He that is halte with him is the Snapy or the 
Cloyer. 

The knife is called a Cuttle-bung. 
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He that picks the pocket is called a Foift. 

He that faceth the man, is the Stale. 

The taking of the purfe is called Drawing. 

The Tpying of this villanie is called Smoaking or 
Boiling. 

The purfe is the Bung. 

The money the Shelles. 

The aA doing, is called ftriking. 

This Figging Lawe hath more quirkes and 
quiddities in it than any of the former ; it is as 
dangerous to meddle with as the High-law, in 
pleading of whofe cafes men are at Daggers 
drawing : the fchollers of this Art are cunning 
Sophifters, and had neede to haue more eies then 
two in one head, becau(e the Arguments they 
hold, and their bold villanies which they pradHfe 
are argued vpon and iuftified to his teeth with 
whom they contend. The Finfi and the Nip, 
(that is to fay, the Pocket diuer and the cut purie) 
are pewfellowes together and of one religion, but 
differ in ibme points. A purfe well lined is the 
wet Eele they both bob for, but they ftriue to 
catch it by the taile after feuerall fafhions. For 
the Nip workes with his knife, the Foi^ with his 
hand: the Nip cuts the purfe, the Foi^ drawes 
the pocket: both their occupations are taught 
them by the Diuell, yet they both brag of the 
excellencie of them, and are ready (bmtimes to 
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ftab one another, about defending which is bed, 
for the Foiji counts himfelfe the better man, and 
therefore is called (by the liuery of his company) 
a gentleman Foijiy and fo much (comes the title 
of a cut purfe, ^ he weares not a knife about him 
to cut his owne meate, left hee be held in fufpition 
to be a iVJfp, which he efteemes the bafeft office in 
the whole Army of Cheaters. 

Thefe fchollers of the Figging lawe^ are infinite 
in number, their Colledge is great, their orders 
many, and their degrees (which are giuen to them 
by the Seniors of the houfe) very ancient, but very 
abominable. 

The language which they fpeak is none of thofe 
which came in at the confufion of Tongues^ for 
neither infidell nor Chriftian (that is honeft) vnder- 
ftandes it, but the DialeSl is fuch and fo crabbed, 
that feuen yeeres ftudy is little enough to reach to 
the bottome of it, and to make it run off glib from 
the tongue : by meanes of this Gibrijhy they know 
their owne nation when they meete, albeit they 
neuer fawe one another before ; and fo conforme- 
able are they to the ordinances of the Brotherhoode^ 
that whatfbeuer j' wicked Elders amongft them 
(hall prefcribe, ASlum f eft^ tis a lawe, and they 
will not breake it: yea not the proudeft of them 
dare be (b bold as to exercife his Art in any other 
place but in thofe that are appointed to h'un, nor 
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once prefume to fet his foote into anothers walke, 
but by licence ofthe^gniory. 

For that purpofe therefore, (as if a whole king- 
dome were theirs) they allot fuch countries to this 
Band of Foifis, fuch townes to thofe, and fuch a 
City to fo many Nips : whereupon fome of thefe 
Boote-halers are called Termers^ and they ply 
Weftminfter hall. Michaelmas terme is their 
harueft and they fweat in it harder then reapers 
or hay-makers doe at their workes in the heate of 
(bmmer : no O>unfellor, Attourney, Petifogger 
nor Sollicitor is vp earelier then they : nor at the 
hall (boner than they : when clients begin to come 
crowding in, Watermen ply not their fares more 
nimbly then the Nip and Foifts beftir themfelues 
to pick vp their fhelles : the hall and ^ old palace 
are their Hiues^ and they worke in them like bees : 
^ Exchequer chambeVy Star-chamber^ Kings-bench 
& Common pleaSy & Chancery are ^ beds of flowers, 
to which they fly humming to & fro continually 
to fuck the honey of gold & (iluer. If a poore 
client doe but fland by his Lawyer, whilft he is 
pleading, and drawes out his purfe to pay fees for 
counfell, or to the Court for difpatch of his bu(i- 
nefTe, thefe Furies are fure to bee at his elbowe 
watching (with hawkes eyes,) on which fide he 
puts vp his purfe ; to that fide they fly, and if their 
tallents ca but touch it, it is their owne. Others 
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of them haue all the flefli and fifh markets allowed 
them for their walkcs, as Cheapjide^ Eaft-cheape^ 
the Shambles^ both Fijhfireetes^ the Stockts^ and 5^ 
Borough in Southwarke ; in which places thefe 
faithfull Stewards of Lucifers houfliold, cheapen 
all commodities, only to note, what money, wiues 
or feruants that come to buy, haue in their purfes, 
and where they put it vp, which beeing well 
obferued, the Stall plies his market, and followes 
him or her (whofe filuer is condemned) till they 
come to a prefle of people, then does the Stall 
keepe a thrufting and a luftling, whilft in the 
meane time the Foiji is either in their pocket or 
the Nip hath the purie faft by the firings. 

Others haunt Playhoufes only & the Beare- 
garden: fome haue their precind lying in the 
walkes of Poules, their houres of / meeting there 
being between lo and iii ^ ftrokes they ftrike 
being (bmetimes in the nuddle lie if it be in Terme 
time, when ^ walkes are full, but moft comonly, 
at the doores of the Church, which they will 
choake, and ftriue for paflage, whilft another does 
the feate. A running at Tilt\ the Lord Msuors 
day, any great (hooting, any fray, any (blenme 
arraignement, or execution, is better to theie Hell 
hounds than a quarter day is to a Landlord or than 
5 feflions are to the hangman. Yea (o feareles 
are thefe Diuells to be throwne headlong, & quick 
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into the pit of damnation, that euen in Gods owne 
houfe & the (acred Temple^ doe they defperately 
commit their villanies, ftanding moil deuoutly with 
eies eleuated vp to heauen, before the preacher, 
where the prefle of people is thickeft, whilft their 
hads are nibling in honeft mens pockets for their 
purfes, who are careles of fuch worldly matters 
there, as not miftrufting that any fb bad-minded 
dare enter into fo holy a place. Thefe Nips and 
Foijts goe oftentimes cleanly away with the fhelles 
which they get, but oftentimes are they dogged 
by certaine followers (called Cloyers) who hang 
vppon them like Burres, and are more troublefome 
than wafpes : for no fooner is a Bung drawne, but 
the Cloyer fteps in for his Tenths which hee calles 
Snappage; if the Nip denie Snappage the Cloyer 
forthwith Boyles him, that is, bewraies him or 
feafeth on his cloake. 

You muft vnderftand likewife, that both of 
Nips and Foifts there are two fortes, for there 
be City Nips and country NipSy whofe office is 
to haunt nothing but Faires : thefe country Nips 
neuer come into London to doe any peece of 
feruice, but at Bartholmewtide onely. Betweene 
thefe two fefts, is mortall enmity ; for if the City 
Foift fpy one of the country Foifts in London he 
forthwith labours and layes waite to fmoake or 
Boyle him, the like does the country Nip or Foift 
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by him of the City. There are alfo wcomen Foifis 
and Nips afwell as men, but farre more dangerous 
then the men : All the troopes of bothySrxw beeing 
fubieft to the difcipline of the Grand Nips & Foifts^ 
and from whom, the better to receiue directions 
both what to doe, and what quarters to keepe (for 
they fhift their walkes according to the pleafure 
of the cheefe Rangers) they haue a certaine houfe, 
fometimes at one end of the towne (bmetimes at 
another, which is their hall ; at this Hall the 
whole company do meete/very orderly, by which 
meanes whenibeuer any notable or workmanlike 
Stroke is ftricken, though it were as farre as the 
North-borders^ yet can the reft of the Fig-boies 
here refident in London, tell by whom this worthy 
Aft was plaid. 

At this folemne meeting in their Hall^ they 
choofe Wardens & a Steward : the Wardens office 
is to eftablifh wholefbm lawes to keepe life in their 
rotten common wealth, and to ailigne out to euery 
man his Stations. The Treafurers office is very 
truly (though he be an arrant theefe) to render 
an account of fuch moneies as are put into his 
hands vppon truft : for of euery purfe (that is 
cleanly conueied and hath good ftore of Shelles 
in it) a ratable proportion is deliuerd (in Banck 
as it were) to the Treafurer, to the intent that 
when any of them is taken and caft into priibn, 
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a Flag of truce may preiently be hung out, and 
compofition offered to the wronged party, thereby 
to (aue a brother of the fbciety from riding Weft- 
ward. This had wont to be an order amongft 
them: But now the Vnder keepers of Newgate j 
(if complaint bee made to them for the lofTe of 
any purie) haue a trick to get a warrant, into which 
warrant they put the names of 9 or ten of the 
moft notorious Foifts and Nips that are free of 
their Gaole (which they call fniittington Colledge,) 
and thoie Nips or Foi^s doe the laylors nip, till 
the money (perhaps double) be reftored, albeit not 
one of them f are fpecified in the warrant were 
guilty of the fad : This trick doth greatly im- 
pouerifh the tradefinen of this myftery, and may 
in time vtterly ouerthrow the ftudents of the 
Figging Law. 

The Fiue lumps at Leap-frog. 

THe whole volunie of thefe deteftable Lowes 
is now read ouer ; to catch a heate there- 
fore after (b long fitting, let vs exercife our (elues 
a while at a new play, called The fiue lumps at 
Leap-frog. The property of the game at Ljeap^ 
frogy is (as euery prentice and Carter knowes) for 
one man to ftoope, and to let another man come 
ouer him ; (b in thefe lumpes the running cheaters 
fweate only to make a man ftoope (o lowe, that 
D. III. 21 
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they may breake his backe^ and then they ride 
ouer his miferie with laughter. 

The firft lump is called Hor/c-amrfingy and that 
is done thus : A fellow in good clothes and with 
an honeft face to the eie, hires of a carier a Nag 
to ride along "k him to Cambridgey Oxford^ Nor- 
wUhy or any great towne of trade : but let the 
ioumey be neuer (o long, this Rider will end it in 
a fomoone at moft ; for whilft the Carier is bufie 
about his teeme on the way and looking to his 
charge, my horiecourfer fteps afide into ibme 
by-lane, and lights at fome paltry towne neere the 
citty where he will lie, till he haue in capons and 
wine eaten vp the Carriers beaft aliue; and then 
departs on foote, (ending the poore man word 
where his prancer (lands at rack and Manger, 
who if he will haue him muft di(bur(e forty 
(hillings or three pound for his lades diet. The 
Hackney-fnen of Rochefter haue been oftentimes 
come ouer with this lump at Leap-frog^ and know 
the game well, for a man cannot name it but they 
are ready to giue it a cuHe. 

The fecond lump is called carjing offtonesy and 
that is performed in this maner : A crue of Sharks 
ing companions (of which there be fundry c(Hi(brts 
lurking about the fuburbs of this City) being 
driuen out of meanes, by leading bafe and idle 
liues, or elfe by their riotous expences amongft 
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whores, praftife to Hue vpon the fee (imple of 
their wits ; & hauing amongft them all (bme little 
money left (which they call their Shooing-horne) 
they feeke out fbme blind vidlualling houfe, or 
Cookes houfe, without the barres, whofe Hoft 
(if it be poflible) is either an afTe eafie to be 
ridden, or elfe a common drunkard. In this Q>lts 
houfe will they fit carowiing halfe-cannes day and 
night, and pay royally at firft for what they call, 
that flumng-horne of theirs drawing the Hoft and 
Hoftefle on to beleeue they /hall be made for euer 
by thefe guefts ; who to gull the poore Goofi-cap 
the better, draw all their acquaintance they can to 
^ houfe, neuer either drinking or feeding, but mine 
Hoft muft fit at the bords end like a Magnifico in 
pomp, with his ale-dropt greafie doublet fliining 
by candle light, as if it were ah old rufty Armor 
fcuruily fcowred. But whe thefe Horfe-leeches 
haue fuckt their guts full, or rather the pitifully- 
complaining Hofts guts empty, that he findes by 
his (cores he can truft no more: then do they 
at one time or other talke of ftate matters, or of 
Religion, when the Goodman of the houfe can 
fcarce ftand on his legs vnder / his owne roofe, 
and trip him in fome words ; which the next day 
(beeing told of it, and the words iuftified to his 
face) he knowes he dares not anfwere ; with which 
hooke holding his nofe to the grindftone, they 
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write their mind in great round Oes of chadke, 
behinde a doore, which Oes they call ftones : the 
waight of them beeing fuch that looke how many 
(hillings they make^ io many times the wretched 
HoftefTe cries O, as groning vnder the burden. 
Now Sir of thefe Oes^ twenty (hillings make a 
loade, and ten pound make a Bai^e full : which 
when they haue well freighted, thefe Dunkirkes 
hoyft Saile and to Sea againe they goe in another 
vefTell ; to finde another Brqfemany that is to iky, 
into another tipling houfe to finde another lade 
whom they may all faddle and get vp vpon : if 
their laft Hoft follow them with a Bailefe or a 
Sergeant, they only hold vp a finger, naming a 
Purfeuant and cry MuMy no more mine Hoft, you 
wot what : which wordes are of more power to 
blow him away, then if they firde him thence with 
traines of gunpowder. By meanes of this lump^ 
fome ViSluallers haue leaped deane out of doores 
and with the fall haue beene ready to lie in the 
ftreetes. 

The third lump is called Fawning i thoie that 
leape at it are Fawneguefis ; and that is done in 
the edge of an euening, when a Cheater meeting 
a ftranger in the darke and taking him for another, 
gets the ftranger by fome flight to a Taueme, 
where calling for two pintes of fundry wines, the 
drawer fetting the wines downe with two cups, as 
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the cuftome is, the lumper taftes of one pinte (no 
matter which) and findes fault with the wine, 
faying tis too hard, but rofe-water and fugar would 
fend it downe merrily ; and for that purpofe takes 
vp one of the cuppes, telling the ftranger he is 
well acquainted with the Boy at the barre, and can 
haue two peny worth of lofewater for a peny of 
him, and fb fteps from his feate ; the ftranger fus - 
pedting no harme becaufe the Fawne-gueft leaues 
his cloake at the end of the table behinde him. 
But this lump comming to be meafured, it is found 
that he that went to take his rifing at the barre, 
hath ftolne ground and out-leaped the other more 
feete than he can recouer in hafte, for the cup is 
leaped away with him, for which the woodcock 
that is taken in the ijprindge, muft pay fifty 
(hillings or three pound, and hath nothing but 
an /old thredbare cloake not worth 10 groates to 
make amends for his lofles. 

The fourth lump is called Foletaking ; and that 
is done (euerall waies, ibmetimes by letting a 
couple of futtle rogues to fing ballads on a ftall, 
till a number of people prefTe about them to buy 
their trafh, and then their purfes being difcouered, 
are quickly in the Nips fingers. Others are Foole- 
taken by letting chambers to fellowes like feruing- 
men, in the name of fuch an Efquire, or fuch a 
Knight, or fuch a Captaine new come fro the low 



i66 THE BEL'MAN 

countries^ bringing in a trunck exceeding heauy, 
and crambd full of brick-batS| which is left in the 
hired chamber, & fiue times the value of it lifted 
away in ftead of it. With this lump^ many maid- 
feruantSy and their wealthy Maifters haue beene 
ouer-reached by counterfeit kinfemen that haue 
brought a cheefe or a gammon of Bacon to the 
poore wench, claiming kinred of her whether (he 
will or no, and afterwards beeing (for his cheefe 
and bacon) inuited to the Citizens table, haue in 
the night time taken away plate, or other com- 
modities in exchange of his white-meates. 

The fift lump^ is called Spoone-meaiey and that 
is a meflfe of knauerie ferued in about Supper time 
in the edge of an euening likewiie : It is done 
thus : A filly fellow in fhew, attired like a clowne> 
^umes (being nere (bme candle that ftads on a 
ftall) a paper before him, in which is wrapt vp 
a fpoone: taking vp which and looking on it 
by the light, and making it knowne (by his loud 
talking & wondring what he hath found) that he 
tooke it vp by chance, people flock about him, 
and imagine it is a filuer and guilt (jpoone, for it 
lookes very faire, but he feeming to be an innocent 
coxcomb, knowes not, hee faies what hee fhould 
doe with fuch a gew-gawe ; whereupon euery one 
is catching at it, and offers him money for it : he 
wifhes he had rather found money than fuch a 
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bable, for he eates not his pottage in plate ; in the 
end (bme Fox amongft aU the Cubbes that ftand 
about him^ whifpers in his eare^ to haue it from 
all the reft and thrufts a crowne priuily into his 
hand. The lumper takes it, and fneakes away, 
the other gets home as faft as he can, longing till 
he call his wife, all his houfhold and neighbors 
about him, to fhewe what a penyworth / hee met 
with ; but the gilt fpoone comming to be tried of 
what mettall hee is made, the poore mans money 
prooues copper, and hee himfelfe is laughed at for 
a Coxcomb. 

How long (hall I faile vpon thefe godlefTe 
waters? Is it not time to get to fhore? Is it 
not fit that I (hould now found a retreate and 
not weary my pen in the execution of fuch bafe 
and barbarous minded Caitiefs? What a battaile 
haue I vndertaken? and with what an ignoble 
enemie ? to contend with whom is an 2l&, in- 
glorious, and to conquer whom, (but thit they 
are open and profeiTed foes to the Republick^ to 
honefty, to ciuility, and to all humanity) were 
afinuch diihonor, as by them to be ouercome? 
Who would imagine that in a Kingdom (b fertile 
in all ibrts of wholefbme difcipline, there fhould 
grow vp fuch ranck and fuch peftilent beds of 
hemlock : that in the very hart of a ftate fo rarely 
gouemed & dieted by good lawes, there fhould 
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breede fuch loathfbme and fuch vlcerous impos- 
tumes ? that in a City (b politick^ io ciuUl, and fb 
feuere, fuch vgly, b^ and bold impieties dare 
(hew their faces ? What an Army of infufferable 
AbuJeSy deteftable ViceSy moft damnable VillanieSy 
abominable PollutionSy inexplicable AOfchiefeSy for- 
did InquinationSy horrible and Hellhound -like- 
perpetrated flagitious enormities haue beene here 
miniftred together? vnder what diueUifh com- 
manders are they conduced? what colors of 
damnation doe they fight vnder? what difmal 
Enfignes doe they fpred? what forces doe they 
bring into the field? how fiill of courage they 
are ? how full of cunning ? how politick are the 
Ringleaders of theie Faries ? how refblute are all 
^ troopes? what fbange Armor haue they (of 
fubtiltie, & defperate boldnes) to encounter and 
iet vpon their oppofites? what Artillery haue 
they to batter downe Order, Law, cuflome, plaine 
dealing, and all the goode guards and defences of 
Gouemement ? What remaineth therefore, (in an 
aflault (o dangerous to a Common wealth, and fb 
hotly and daily profecuted,) but that lufUce her felfe 
mufl come into the field, leading with her all her 
forces? That the Triple Body of the flate may 
knit all their Nerues together and fit in Counfell, 
fetting downe flratagems and lawes how to race 
for euer (out of fi> noble a Kingdome) fuch / rebels 
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to the peace and honour of it : That the Reuerend 
Judges may (out of a deteftation of the Hues of 
thefe monfters) lock vp their eies and eares from 
pitty, when any of thefe Sauages are caught and 
brought before them : That all inferior minifters 
of luftice, may be vigilant, faithfull and feuere in 
hunting them into Gaoles, that are the fitteft 
toyles for them to fall into, and that the hang- 
man may not lie lazing & complaine for want 
of worke, fb many infected bodies being to bee 
found in euery comer of the Land, whom no 
medicine can cure, but the phyfick which hee 
beftowes vpon him at the Gallowes} Where 
I leaue them, as to the hauen in which they 
muft all caft anchor, if Dericks Cables doe 
but hold, (and vnlefTe they amend.) Giue 
thankes to The Bel-man of London^ 
if either profit or pleafure 
bee gained by the 
Difiouerie. 



Finis./ 
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To the verry worthy Gentleman Maifter 

Francis Muftian of Peckam. 

Sir, 

rT may (happily) feeme ilrange vnto you, 
that fuch an army of Idle-words fhould 
march into the open field of the world 
vnder the Enfigne of your Name : (you 
; not therewith made acquainted till now) 
you may ludge it in me an Error, I my felfe con- 
fede it a boldneiTe. But fuch an ancient & ftrong 
Charter hath Cuftome confirmed to This Printing 
age of ours, (by giuing men authoriric to make 
choice of what Patrons they like,) that fome 
fVriters do almoft nothing contrary to ^ cuftome, 
and Ibme by vertue of that Priuiledgc^ dare doe 
any thing. I am neither of that firft order, nor 
of this laft. The one is too fondly-ceremonious, 
the other too impudendy audacious. I walk in 
the midft (lb well as I can) betweene both : with 
fome fruites that haue growne out of my Braine, 
haue I bin lb farre from being in loue, that I 
thought them not worthy to be tafted by any 
D, III. 13 
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particular friend, & therefore haue they bin ex 

pofed only to thofe that would entertain them : 

neither did I thinke the Faireft that euer was 

Mine, to worthy, that it was to be lookd vpon 

with the Eye of vniuerjal cenfure. Two forts 

of maJ-mfn trouble the ^at toners fhops in Paules 

Church-yard : they that out of a Meere and Idle 

vaJne-glsrj will euer be Pamphleting (tho their 

bookes beeing printed are (caHe worth fo much 

Browne paper)^ and this is a very poore, and foolifh 

ambition : Of the other fort are they that beeing 

free of H^ls Merchant-Venturers, do euery new 

moon (for gaine onely) make 5. or 6. voiages to 

the Prejfe, and euery Term-time (vpon Bookfellers 

ftalles) lay whole litters of blinde inuention : fel- 

lowes f (if they do but waike in the middle He) 

fpit nothing but ynck, and ipeake nothing but 

Poeme. I would keepe company with neither of 

thcfe two mad-men, if I could auoid them, yet I 

take the laft to be the wifofl and lefTe dangerous : 

for fithence al the arrowes that men fhoote in the 

world, flye to two marks only (either pleafore or 

profit) he is not much to be codemned that hauing 

no more yicres to liue vppon then thofe that lie in 

his head, is euery houre hanunering out one peice 

or other out of this rufty Iron age, fithence the 

golden and filuer Glomes of the world are fo locked 

vp, that a Scholler can hardly be fuffred to behold 
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them. Some perhaps wil fay, that this lancing 
of the peftilent fores of a Kingdome fo openly, 
may infeA thofe in it that are (bund, and that in 
this our (choole, (where cloie abufes / & gro(e 
viUanies are but difcouered and not punifhed) 
others that neuer before knew fuch euils, wil be 
now inftruded (by the booke) to praftife them. 
If {oj then let not a traitor, or a Murderer be 
publikely arraigned, left the one laying open to 
the world, how his plots were wouen to contriue 
a treaibn, or the other, what pollicies he was armed 
with, for the Jhedding of bloody the ftanders-by 
(that are honeft) be drawn (by their rules) to 
run head-long into the fame mifchiefe : no. Our 
ftrong phificke works otherwife. What more 
makes a man to loath that Mongrell Madnejfe 
(that halfe Englifh, halfe Dutch iinne) Drunken^ 
nejfe^ then to fee a common Drunkard afting his 
Scenes in the open ftreete? Is any Gamefter fb 
fooliih to play with falfe Dice^ when he is aflured 
that al who are about him know him to be a 
Swame Cheaior? The letting therfore of Vice 
blood in thefe feuerali Veines^ which the Bel-man 
hath opend, cannot by any ludicial rules of 
phificke, endanger the Bodie of the Common- 
wealth, or make it feeble, but rather reftore thofe 
parts to perfeft ftrength, which by diforder haue 
ben difeafed. 
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Giue mee leaue to lead you by the hand into 
a Wildernejfe (where are none but MonfterSy whofe 
crueltie you need not feare^ becaufe I teach the 
way to tame them : vgly they are in (hape and 
diueliih in conditions : yet to behold them a far 
off, may delight you, and to know their quallities 
(if euer you fhould come neere them) may iaue 
you from much danger.) Our Country breedes no 
Wolues nor Serpents, yet Theije ingender here, and 
are either Serpents or fVolues^ or worfe then both : 
what (beuer they are, I fend v nto you not the Heard 
of the one, or the Bed of the other, but only a 
Pifture of either. View them I pray, and where 
the cullours are not well layde on, (hadow them 
with your finger : if you (py any diiproportion, 
thus excufe it, fuch Painting is fit for Monfters : 
How rudely foeuer the Peece is drawne, call it a 
Pifture. And when one more worthe your viewe 
lies vnder the workemans pencil, this Bad-^ne 
(hall bring you home a Better : In the roeane 
time, I ceafe, and begin to be (if you pleafe) 

Ally our Sy 

THOMAS DEKKER. 




To my owne Nation. 

Readers, 

yGftW*F/«* // was proclaimed abroad^ that 
iM^^A (vnder the conduA of the Bel-man 
j ^ J -^^ of London,) ntu> forces were (snce 
more) to bee Uauied againft certaine 
tVilde and Barbarous Rebells, that were vp in 
open armes againfi the Tratiquilitie of the Weale 
pubtique: // cannot bee tolde, what numbers of 
voluntaries offred them/elues dayly to fight againft 

fa commoMyfe bolde,fo ftrange, and Jo dangerous an 
enemy. Ught HoHe-men came in heurely, with 
difcouerie where thefe Mutineeres lay intrenched: 
delimering (in briefe notes of intelligence) who were 
their Le^rs, how they went Armed, and that they 

ferued both on Horfe &f Foot; only their Strengthes 
could not bee difcryed, becaufe their Numbera were 
held infinite. Tet inflruSions were written and 

Jent eutrie minute by thofe that were Fauourers of 
Goodnejfe flawing what Militarie Difciplines the 

foe vfed in his Battailes, and what Forts (if hee 
were put at any time to flight) he wold retire to ; 
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what ftratagems hee would praSize and where he 
did determine to lye in Ambufcado. They that could 
not Jerue in per/on in This Noble quarrellTWf/ their 
Auxiliary Forces^ well armed with CounfelL So that 
the Bel-man (contrarie to his owne hopes j) feeing 
himjelfe Jo ftrongly and ftrangely Jeconded by 
friends^ doth now brauely aduance forward in maine 
battalion. The day of encounter is appointed to be 
in this Michaelmas Tearme. The place^ Paules 
Chur[c]h-yard, Fleeteftreet, and other parts of 
the Cittie. But before they ioyne, let me giue you 
note of one things and that is this. 

There is an Vfurper, that of late hath taken 
vppon him the name of the Bel-man, but being not 
able to maintaine I that Title, hee doth now call 
himfelfe the Bel-mans brother: his ambition is 
(rather out of vaine glorie then the true courage 
of an Experienced Soldier) to haue the leading of 
the Van, but it /hall be honor good enough for him 
(if not too good) to come vp with the Rere. Tou 
/hall know him by his Habiliments, for (by the 
furniture he weares) hee will bee taken for a Beadle 
of Bridewell. // is thought he is rather a Newter 
than a friend to the caufe : and therefore the Bel- 
man dooth heere openly protefi that he comes into the 
field as nofellowe in armes with Him. 

Howfocuer it be ftrucke, or whofoeuer giues the 
fir/l blow, the viSlorie depends vpon the vallor ofycu 
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that are the fVinges to the Bel-mans army; for 
which conqueft he is in hope you will valiantly fight ^ 
Jit hence the quarrel is againji the head of monjirous 
abufeSy and the blowes which you muji giue are in 
defence of Law, luftice, Order, Ceremony, Religion, 
Peace, and that honorable title of Goodnefle. 

Saint George / / fee the two Armies mooue 
forward : and beholde^ the Bel-man himfelfe firft 
chargeth vppon the face of the Enemy. Thus : 




To the Author. 

kOw e're thou m^ft by blazing all Abufe, 
Incurre fufped, thou fpeak'il what thou 

haft prou'd, 
(Tho then to keepe it clofe it thee 
bchou'd, 
So, Rtafan makes for thee a iuft excufe) 
Yet of thy paines the Beft may make good vfc ; 
Then of the Btft, thy paines (hould be approu'd, 
And for the fame of them fhouldft be belou'd. 
Sith thou of Fal/ehoods Floud do'ft ope the Sluce, 
That they at wafte continually may runne. 
By Ihewing men the Reaches that they haue, 
That honeft men may lb or'e-reach a Knaue, 
Or ibund their fWallowing Deepes, the lame to 

Ihunne : 
But if from hence, a Knaue more cunning growes, 
That SpiJer fucks but poifon from thy Rofe. 

Thy friend if thine owne, 
lo: Da: 




To his Friend. 

aF yUe, whofe Counler-mine a ftate con- 
founds, 
Worie then Sedition : of thofe Mortall 
H^oundes 
Which (throughly fearch'd) doe Kit^domes hearts 

endanger : 
Of P/aguet that o're run Citties : of thofe ftranger 
Big-/woltu Impeftumes, poifning the ftrong health 
Of the moft Saund, beft Dieted Commm-wealth, 
Thou tell'ft the Ceufcs, and doeft teach the Cure, 
By Med cine well-compounded, cheape, and fare : 
And (as One read in deepe Chirurgery^ 
Draw'ft of thefe Eu'lh, the true Anatomy. 
Then, on thy Plainneffe let none lay reproofe. 
Thou tak'ft Sinne's heigth (as men doe ftarres) 
aloofe, 

M- R: 




To my induftrious fiiend. 

In an ill Time thou writ'ft, when Tongues 
had rather 
Spit venome on thy lines, then from 
thy labours 
(As Druggifts doe fix>m poifon) medicine gather ; 
This is no Age to crowne Dejert with Fauors. 
But be thou Conftant to thy felfe, and care not 
What Arrowes Mallice fhootes : the Wife will 

neuer 
Blame thy Lowd Hnging, and the Foolifh dare not : 
None elfe but fVolues will barke at thine Endeuor. 
When thou (in thy dead Sleepe) lieft in thy Graue, 
Thefe Charmes to after- Ages vp (hall raife thee ; 
What heere thou leau'ft, aliue thy Name Aiall faue. 
And what thou now difpraifeft, (hall then praife 

thee. 
Tho, Not to know illy be wife Ignorance^ 
Yet thou (by Reading Euilt) doeft Goodnejfe teach. 
And, of abufe the coullors dooft aduance 
Onely vpon abu^e to force a breach ; 
The honor that thy pen ihall eame thereby. 
Is this : that tho Knaues Line, their flights (Here) 
dye. 

E: G: 




Lanthorne & Candle-light, 

Or 

The Bell-mans fecond Nights walke. 

Of Canting, 

How long it hath beene a language : how it comes 
to bee a language : how it is deriucd, & by 
whom it is fpoken. 

CHAP. I. 

Hen all the IVorld was but one 
Kingdom^ aU the People o^-^.^^^^^ 
in that Kingdome fpake .'J^'J^^dtt 
but one language. A"" '**'""'"« 
man could trauell in thofe dayes 
neither by Sea nor land, but he mett his Country- 
men & none others. 

Two could not then ftand gabling with llrange 
tongues, and confpire together (to his owne face) 
how to cut a third mans throat, but he might 
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vndcrfland them. There was no Spammri (tn diat 
Age) to Bcuue hb enemy in the Rich az&d Loftf 
Cafiiliani no Rumaim Orator to plead in the 
Rtthoricall and Fluent Latimt : no lialiam to coort 
his Miffais in the (weete and Amoroas Thufcame : 
no French-man to psaicj m the fiill and ftately 
phrafe of Orleans : no Genmaine to thunder out 
the high and ratling Dutch i the ynfruitfull 
crabbed Irijh^^nd the Voluble fignificant Welch^ 
were not then is^ much as ipoken of : the quick 
Sconijh Dialed (iifter to the Englijh) had not then 
a tongue, neither were the ftringes of the Englijh 
fpeech (in thofe times) vntyed. When / (he firft 
leam'd to fpeake, it was but a broken language : 
the fingleft and the firopleft fFords flowed from 
her vtterace : for fhe dealt in nothing but in Meno^ 
ftllables^ (as if to haue fpoken wofds of greater 
length would haue crackt her Voice) by which 
meanes her Eloquence was pooreft, yet hardeft to 
leame, and ib (but for neceffity) not r^arded 
amogft Strangers. Yet afterwards thofe 

English tooDg ^- i i /t w i i »»»• 

comparable to Nobleft Languages lent her frards and 
phrazeSi and turning thofe Borrowings 
into Good hufiandrjy (hee is now as rich in 
Elocution^ and as aboundant as her prowdeft & 
Beft-ftored Neighbors. 

Whilft thus (as I faid before) there was but 
one Alphabet of Letter s^ for all the world to Read 
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by, all the people that then liued, might haue 
wrought vpon one peecc of worke in countries 
farre diftant a funder, without miftaking one 
another, and not needing an interpreter to runne 
betweene them. Which thing Nymrod (the firft 
Idolater,) perceiuing, and not knowing better how 
to imploy {o many thousand Millios of SubieSs as 
bowed before him, a fire of Ambition bum'd 
within him, to climbe vp ib high that hee might 
(ee what was done in heauen : And for that 
purpofe, workmen were fummoned from all the 
comers of the Earthy who prefetly were fet to 
Build the Tower of Babell. But the Maifter 
workemi of this Great Vninerje^ (to Bufldingof 
check the Infolence of fuch a Sawcie ^"^^ 
builder) that durft raize vp Pynnacles^ equall to 
his owne (aboue), commanded the felfe-iame Spirit 
that was both bred in the Chaos and had mainteind 
it in difbrder, to bee both Suruejor of thofe workes 
and Comptroller of the Labourers. This Mejfenger 
was call^ Confufion. It was a Spirit fwift of fight, 
& fidthfull of feruice. Her lookes wilde, confiision 
terrible and inconftant. Her attire^ care- **«°ibcd. 
lefly loofe, and of a thoufand ieuerall coulors. In 
one hand fhee grip'd a heape of ftormes with 
which (at her pleafure) ihe could trouble ^ waters: 
In the other fiie held a whip, to make three 
Spirits that drew her, to gallop fafter before her : 
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the Spirits names were / ^reafoHy Sedition^ & IVary 
who at euery time when they went abroad, were 
ready to fet Kingdomes in an vproare. She roade 
vpon a Chariot of Clowdes, which was alwayes 
fumiftied with thundery Lightnings Winds^ Raine, 
Haile-ftonesy Snow^ & all the other Artillery be- 
longing to the feruice of Diuine Vengeance^ & 
when (he fpake, her Voyce founded like the 
roaring of many TorrentSy boyftroufly ftrugling 
together, for betweene her lawes did (he carry 
loooooo. Tongues. 
This ftrange Linguift^ ftepping to euery Artificer 

Beginning of ^^^ was there at worke, whifpred in 
languages, j^jg g^g . ^^Qfe lookcs wcre there-vpon 

(prefently) fild with a ftrange diftraAion : and on 
a fuddaine whilft euery man was fpeaking to his 
fellow, his language altred, and no man could 
vnderftand what his fellow fpake. They all ftared 
one vpon another, yet none of them all could tell 
wherefore fo they ftared. Their Tongues went, and 
their hands gaue adtion to their Tongues: yet 
neither words nor adtion were vnderftood. It was 
a Noife of a thoufand founds, and yet the (bund 
of the noife was nothing. Hee that fpake, knew 
hee fpake well : and he that heard, was madde 
that the other could fpeake no better. In the 
end they grew angry one with another, as thinking 
they had mocked one another of purpofe. So 
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that the Mafon was ready to ftrike the Bricklayer^ 
the Bricklayer to beate out the braines of his 
Labourer \ the Carpenter tooke vp his Axe to 
throw at the earner^ whilft the Caruer was ftab- 
bing at the Smithy becaufe hee brought him a 
Hamer when he fhould haue made him a Chizzell. 
He that called for Timber^ had Stones laide before 
him, & when one was fent for NaileSy he fetcht a 
Tray 0/ Mortar. 

Thus Babell (hould haue beene raized, and by 
this meanes Babell fell. The Frame could not 
goe forward, the ftufFe was throwne by, the 
workemen made hoUyday. Euery one packd vp 
his tooles to be gone, yet not to goe the fame 
way that he came: but glad was he, that could 
meete another, whoie fpeech hee vnderftood : for 
to what / place foeuer he went, others (that ran 
madding vp and downe) hearing a man ipeake 
like themfelues, followed onely him : fb that they 
who when the Worke began were all countrimen, 
before a quarter of it was finifhed, fled from one 
another, as from enemies & ftilLgers : And in this 
maner did Men at the- firft make vp natios : thus 
were words coynd into Languages^ & out of thofe 
Languages haue others beene molded fince, onely 
by the mixture of nations, after kingdomes haue 
been fubdued. But I am now to fpeake of a 
People & a Language^ of both which (many 
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thoufands of yeares fince that Wonder wrought 
at Babelt) the world till now neuer made men- 
tion: yet confufion neuer dwelt more amongft 
any Creatures. The Bell^md (in his firft Voyage 
The i9^/Anfliw which he made for Dijcoueries) found 
first booke. ^^^^ jq \^^ Jauages^ yet liuing in an 

Hand very teperat^ fruitfully full of a Noble 
Nation, and rarely gouemed. The Lawes, Maners 
and habits of thefe Wild-meny are plainly fet downe, 
as it were in a former painted ^able. Yet leaft 
happily a ftranger may looke vpon this fecond 
PiBure of them, who neuer beheld ^he firft^ it 
fhal not bee amifle (in this place) to repeate ouer 
againe the Names of all the bribes into which they 
Diuide themfelues, both when they Serue abroad 
in the open fields, and when they lye in garriibn 
within Townes & walled Citties. 

And thefe are their Rankes as they 
fland in order, viz. 



Rufflers. 

Vpright-men. 

Hookers, alias Anglers. 

Roagues. 

Wilde Roagues. 

Priggers of Prancers. 

PaiUards. 

Praters. 



Prigges. 

Swadders. 

Curtails. 

Irifh Toyles. 

Swigmen. 

larkmen. 

Patricoes. 

Kinchin-Coes. 
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Abra / ham-men. 
Mad Tom alias of Bed- 
lam. 
Whip-Iackes. 
Counterfet Crankes. 
Dommerats. 



Glymmerers. 

Bawdy-Bafkets. 

Autem Morts. 

Doxies« 

Dells. 

Kinchin-Morts. 

Into thus many Regiments are they now deuided : 
but in former times (aboue fbure hundred yeares 
now paft) they did confift of fiue Squadrons 
onely. 

1 . Curfitors, alias Vagabondes. 

2. Faytors. 

viz. 3. Robardfemen. 

4. Draw-latches. 

5. Sturdy Beggars. 

And as thefe people are ftrange both in names and 
in their conditions, fo doe they ipeake a Language 
(proper only to thadues) called canting^ or canting 
which is more ftrange. By none but "<wioog.' 
the fouldiers of Thefe tottred bandes is it familiarly 
or vfuaUy fpoken, yet within leffe than fourcfcore 
yeares (now paft) not a word of this Laguage was 
knowen. The firft Inuentor of it, was ^ . 

i». \ r % ^ j«^ Canting bath 

hang d ; yet left he apt fchoUers behind tiS fi^' 
him, who haue reduced that into Methode ^ Mged.' 
which he on his death-bed (which was a paire of gal- 
lowcs) could not fo abfolutely perfeft as he defired. 

D. JIl. 2C 
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It was neceflaiy, that a people (fo faft increafing, 
& fo cUuly praftifing new & ftrange Vtllanies)^ 
fhould borrow to themfelues a fpeech, i& (ib neere 
as they could) none but themfelues fhould vnder- 
{land : & for that caufe was this Language, 
(which fome call Pedlers Frdchy) In- 
gr^wto^^^f ueted, to th'intent that (albeit any 
*^'*^*' Spies fhould fecretly fleale into their 
copanies to difcouer the) they might freely 
vtter their mindes one to another, yet auoide 
f dager. The Language therefore of canting^ 
they ftudy euen from their Infancy, that is to fay, 
from the very firft houre, that they take vpon 
them the names of Kinchin Coes^ till they are 
grown RufflerSy or Vpright men^ which are the 
higheft in degree amongft them. 

This / word canting (eemes to bee deriued from 
the latine verbe (canto) which lignifies in Englifh, 
to fing, or to make a found with words, thats to 
fay to fpeake. And very aptly may canting take 
his deriuatio a cantando^ from finging, becaufe 
amongft thefe beggerly conforts that can play 
vpon no better infh^iments, the language of 
canting is a kinde of muficke, and he that in 
fuch afTemblies can cant befl, is counted the beft 
Mufitian. 

Now as touching the Dialeft or phrafe it felfe, 
I fee not that it is grounded vpon any certaine 
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rules ; And no meruaile if it haue none, for fithence 
both the Father of this new kinde of Learning, 
and the children that ftudy to fpeake it after him, 
haue beene from the beginning and itil are, the 
Breeders and Norifoers of a bafe diibrder, in their 
liuing and in their Manners \ how is it poflible, 
they fhould obferue any Method in their fpeech, 
and especially in fuch a Language, as femes but 
onely to vtter difcourfes of villanies? 

And yet (euen out of all that Irregularity 
vnhanibmnefle, & Fountaine of Barbari/me) do 
they draw a kinde of forme : and in fbme wordes, 
(aiwell iimple as compounds) retaine a certaine 
fake, tafting of fbme wit and fome Learning. As 
for example, they call a cloake (in the canting 
tongue) a Togeman^ and in Latin, ^oga fignifies 
a gowne, or an vpper garment. Pannam is bread : 
& Panis in Lattin is likewife bread, cajfan is cheefe, 
and is a worde barbaroufly coynd out of the 
fubftiitiue cqfeus which alfo fignifies a cheefe. And 
fb of others. 

Then by ioyning of two fimples, doe they make 
almofl all their compounds. As for The Dialect 
example : Nab (in the canting tongue) o^««'^«- 
is a head, & Nab^heate^ is a hat or a cap. Which 
word cheate beeing coupled to other wordes, flands 
in verry good (lead, and does excellent feruice : 
For a Smelling cheate^ fignifies a Nofe : a Prat^ 



196 LANTHORNE AND CAhDLE-LIGHT. 

ling chetty is a tongue. Crajhing chetes^ are teeth : 
Hearing chetes are Eares : Fambles are Hands : 
and therevpon a ring is called a Fabling chete. 
A Muffling chetey fignifies / a Napkin. A Belly 
chete^ an Apron : A Grunting chete^ a Pig : A 
Cackling Chete^ k Cocke or a Capon : A packing 
chetey a duck : A Lowghing chete^ a Cow : A 
Bleating chete^ a Calfe, or a Sheepe : and fb may 
that word be manyed to many others befides. 

The word Coue^ or Cofe^ or Cuffln^ fignifies a 
Man, a Fellow, &c. But differs fomething in 
his propertie, according as it meetes with other 
wordes : For a Gentleman is called a Gentry Coue^ 
or Cofe : A good fellow is a Bene Cofe : a Churle 
is called, a ^ier Cuffin ; ^ier fignifies naught, 
and Cuffin (as I faid before) a man : and in 
Canting they terme a luflice of peace, (becaufe 
he punifbeth them belike) by no other name 
then by ^ier cuffin^ that is to fay a Churle, or 
a naughty man. And fb, Ken fignifiing a houfe, 
they call a prifbn, a ^ier ken, thats to fay, an 
ill houfe. 

Many peeces of this flrange coyne could I fhew 
you, but by thefe fmall flampes, you may iudge 
of the greater. 

' Now becaufe, a Language is nothing els, then 
heapes of wordes, orderly wouen and compofed 
together : and that (within fo narrow a circle as 
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I haue drawne to my (elfe) it is impoflible to 
imprint a DiSionarie of all the Canting phraies : 
I wil at this time not make you furfet on too 
much, but as if you were walking in a Garden, 
you (hall openly pluck here a flower, and there 
another, which (as I take it) will be more delightful! 
then if you gathered them by handfuUs. 

But before I lead you into that walke, ftay and 
heare a Canter in his owne language, making 
Rithmes, albeit (I thinke) thofe charmes of Poefie 
which (at the firft) made the barbarous tame, and 
brought them to ciuillity, can (vppon thefe fauage 
Monfters) worke no fuch wonder. Yet thus he 
finges (vppon demaund whether any of his owne 
crue did come that way) to which he anfwers, 
yes (quoth he) 

Canting / rithmes. 

r^ Nougfi—^with bow/y Coue maund tiace^ 
'^ Tour the Patring Coue in the Darkeman Caje^ 
Docked the Dell^ for a Coper meke^ 
His wach Jhall feng a Pr ounces Nab-chetCy 
Cyarumj by Salmon, and thou Jbalt pek my lere 
In thy Gan, for my watch it is nace gere. 
For thi bene bowje my watch hath a win fcff . 

This fhort Leflbn I leaue to be conftrued by 
him that is defirous to try his ikill in the language, 
which he may do by helpe of the following Die- 
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tionary ; into which way that he may more redily 
come> I will tranflate into Engliih, this broken 
French that foUowes in Profe. Two Canters 
hauing wrangled a while about (bme idle quarrell, 
at length growing friends^ thus one of them fpeakes 
to the other, vi%. 

A Canter in profe. 
C T^woe you heene Cofe : and cut benar whiddes and 
bing we to Rome vile^ to nip a boung : Jo ft>all 
wee haue lovore for the bawfing ken^ fsf when we 
beng back to the Dewe/e a vile, we will filch Jome 
Duddes off the Ruffmans, or mill the Ken for a lagge 
of Dudes. 

Thus in Englifh 
Stowe you, beene cofe : hold your peace good fellow. 
yind cut benar whiddes : and fpeake better words. 
jind bing we to Rome vile : and goe we to London. 
To nip a boung : to cut a purfe. 
49^ fifall we haue lowre : Co fhall we haue mony . 
For the bowfing Ken : for the Ale-houfe. 
And when we bing backe: and when we come 

backe. 
To the Dewfe-a-vile : into the Country. 
ff^e will filch Jome duddes : we will filch fome 

clothes. 
Off the Rufiinans: from the hedges. 
Or mill the Ken : or rob the houie. 
For a lagge of Duddes : for a bucke of clothes. 
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Now I turtle to your ditttonaty. 

ANd becaufe you (hall not haue one difh twice 
fet before you, none of thofe Canting 
wordes that are englifhed before fhall here be 
found : for our intent is to feaft you with 
varictie. 

The Canters DiAionarie. 

A Vtem^ a church. 
^ ^«/m-«wr/. a married woman. 
Boung, a purfe. 
Bordcy a (hilling. 
Half a Borde, fix pence. 
Bowfe, drinke. 
Bowfing Ken, an ale-houfe. 
Bene, good« 
Benejhip, very good. 
Bufcy a Dogge. 
Bing a waft^ get you hence. 
Cafter^ a Cloake. 
A CommiffioHy a fhirt 
ChateSy the Gallowes. 
To cly the lerkey to be whipped. 
70 cutty to (peake. 
T^Q cutt beney to ipeake gently. 
To cutt bene whiddeSy to fpeake good wordes. 
To cutt quier whiddeSy to giue euill language. 
To Canty to ipeake. 
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To couch a Hog/head^ to lye downe a flcepe. 

Drawers^ Hofcn. 

Dudes J clothes. 

Darkemans, the night. 

Dew/e-a-vile, the country. 

Dup the Giger, open the dore. 

FambUsy hands. 

Fambling Chete^ a Ring. 

Flag^ a Goat. 

Glajiers^ eyes. 

Gatiy a mouth. 

Gtf^^, /a Quart pott. 

Grannam, Come. 

Gybe^ a writing. 

Glymmer, fire. 

Gigger, a doore. 

Gentry Mort^ a Gentlewoman. 

Gentry cafes Ken, a Noble mans houfe. 

Harmon bek, a Conftable. 

Harmans^ the Stockes. 

Heaue a bough, rob a Boothe. 

/^rit^, a Seale. 

Ken, a houfe. 

-^^^ of Dudes, a Bucke of clothes. 

Libbege, a bed. 

Lowre, money. 

Lap, Butter, Milke, or Whaye. 

Libken, a houfe to lye in. 
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Lage^ Water. 

Light-mans^ the day. 

Mynty Golde. 

A Make^ a halfe-pcnny. 

Margery prater^ a Henne. 

Mawndingy aiking. 

To Mill, to ftcale. 

Mill a Ken, rob a houfe. 

Nojegenty a Nunne, 

Niggling, companying with a woman. 

Prait, a Buttock. 

Peck, meate. 

Poplars, Pottage. 

Prancer, a Horfe. 

Prigging, Riding. 

Patrico, a Prieft. 

Pad, a Way, 

^aromes, a body. 

Rufyeck, Bacon. 

Roger, or Tib of the Buttry, a Goofe. 

Rome /-vile, London. 

Rome-bfmfe, Wine. 

Rome-mort, a Queene. 

Ruffmans, the woodes, or buflies. 

RujSian, the Diuell. 

Stampes : legges. 

Stampers: fhooes. 

Slate : a (heete, 

D. III. 26 
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Skew : a cup. 

Salomon : the mafle. 

Stuling ken : a houfe to receiue ftolne goods. 

Skipper : a barnc. 

Slrommelf ftraw. 

Smelling chete^ an Orchard or Garden. 

To fcowre the Cramp-ring : to weare boultSb 

Stalling : making or ordeyning. 

Tryning : hanging. 

To twore : to fee. 

liyn : a penny. 

Tarum: milke. 

And thus haue I builded vp a little Mint^ 
where you may coyne wordes for your pleaAire. 
The payment of this was a debt : for the Belman 
at his farewell (in his firft Round which hee 
walk'd) promifed fo much. If hee keepe not 
touch, by tendring the due Summe^ hee defires 
forbearance, and if any that is more rich in this 
Canting commodity will lend him any more, or 
any better, hee will pay his loue double : In the 
meane time, receiue this, and to giue it a little 
more weight, you fhall haue a Citing Jong^ wherein 
you may learne, how This curjed Generation pray, 
or (to fpeake truth) curfe fuch Officers as punifh 
them. / 
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A Can / ting (bng. 

n^He Ruffin cly the nab of the Harmanbeck^ 

If we mawnd Pannamy lap or Ruff-pecky 
Or poplars of y arum : he cuts, bing to the Ruffmans^ 
Or els he/weares by the light-mans^ 
To put our flamps in the Harmans. 
The ruffian cly the ghofl of the Harmanbecky 
If we heaue a booth we cly the lerke. 

If we niggle y or mill a bowjing Ken, 

Or nip a boung that has but a win^ 

Or dup the giger of a Gentry cofes ken. 

To the quier cuffing we bing. 

And then to the quier Ken, tofcowre the Cramp-ring^ 

And then to the TrirCde on the chates^ in the light- 

mans 
The Bube &f Ruffian cly the Harman beck fc? har* 

mans. 



Thus Englifhed. 

THe Diuell take the Conftabks head. 
If we beg Bacon, Butter-milke or bread. 
Or Pottage, to the hedge he bids vs hie. 
Or (weares (by this light) ith ftocks we fhall lie. 
The Deu'dl haunt the Conftables ghoaft ; 
If we rob but a Bcoth, we are whipd at a poaft. 
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If an ale-houfe we rob, or be taiie with a whore. 
Or cut a purTe that has iuft a penny and no more. 
Or come but ftealing in at a Gentlemans dore ; 
To the luftice ftraight we goe, 
And then to the layle to be fhackled : And fo 
To be hangd on the gallowes ith day time: the 

pox 
And the Deuill take the Conftable and his ftocks. 

We haue Canted (I feare) too much, let vs now 
giue eare to the Bel-man^ and heare what he fpeaks 
in englifh. 




THE/ 

BEL-MANS SECOND 

Nights walke. 
CHAP. 2 

T was Terme time in hcl (for you 
muft vnderftand, a Lawyer Hues there 
afwell as heere:) by which meanes 
don Lucifer (being the iuftice 
for that Countie, where the Brimftone p^tliatf^ 
mines are) had better dooings and more 
rapping at his gates, then all the Dodtors & Em- 
pericall Quack-ialuers of ten citties haue at theirs 
in a great plague-time. The hal where thefe 
Termers were to try their caufes. was 

1 1 •! 1 • t 1^ description 

very large and ftrongly buut, but it had oftheHau 

r \ ' r \ t 1 w*^cre matters 

one fault: it was to hot that people aretryedin 
could not indure to walk there : Yet 
to walke there they were compelled, by reaibn 
they were drawne thither vppon occafions; and 
fuch iuftling there was of one another, that it 
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would haue grieued any man to be in the 

thronges amongft em. Nothing could bee heard 

Nine exaudir,^^^ "0*^^, and nothing of that noife 

itmitMs, 6-r. y^ vnderftood, but that it was a found 

as of men in a kingdome, when on a fuddaine 
it is in an vprore. Euery one brabled with him 
that he walked with, or if he did but tell his tale 
to his Councell, he was fo eager in the verry 
deliuery of that tale, that you would haue fwome 
he did brabble : and fuch gnafhing of 

The indge of i i % i /- - 

the court, teeth there was when aduenanes met 
wMntkus kabet together, that the fyling of ten thoufand 
rtgma; casH- Sawes cannot yeeld a found more hor- 
dfi^/sMH^-tq : nh\t. The ludge of the Court had 

^ * '' z, diuelifh countenance, and as cruell 
hee was in punifhing thofe that vrere condemned 
by Lawe, as hee was crabbed in his lookes, 
whilft he fat to heare their tryals. But / albeit 
there was no pittie to be expedted at his hands, 
yet was he fo vpright in iuftice, that none could 
euer faften bribe vppon him, for he was ready 
and willing to heare the cries of all commers. 
Neither durft any Pleader (at the infemall Barre) 
or any officer of the Court, exadt any Fee of 
Plaintiffi^ and fuch as complained of 

Impios vinclis - /i « « 

ferpetuu wrottgs and were oppreft: but onely 

they paide that were the wrong dooers ; 

thofe would they fee dambd ere they fhould gette 
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out of their fingers, fuch fellowes they were ap- 
pointed to vexe at the very foule. 

The matters that here were put in fute, were 
more then could bee bred in twentie 

17 ^» ^/tij 1 *• The customes 

Vacations^ yet ihould a man be dts- and condition 
patched out of hand. In one Termc 
he had his Judgement, for heare they neuer ftand 
vppon RetumeSy but prefently come to Triall. 
The caufes decided here are many; the Clients 
that complaine many ; the Councilors (that plead 
till they be hoarfe,) many ; the At- Kir^«^«^„. 
tomies (that runne vp and downe,) J^7/^^/ 
infinite ; the Clarkes of the Court, not '**^'' 
to be numbred. All thefe haue their hands full ; 
day and night are they fb plagued with the bawling 
of Clients, that they neuer can reft. 

The Inck where-with they write, is the blood 
of Coniurers : they haue no Paper, but all thinges 
are engrofiTed in Parchment, and that Parchment 
is made of Scriueners ikinnes flead ofiF, after they 
haue beene puniftied for Forgerie : their Standiflies 
are the Sculs of Ufurers : their Pennes, the bones 
of vnconfcionable Brokers, and hard - hearted 
Creditors, that haue made dice of other mens 
bones, or elfe of periured Executors and blind 
Ouer-ieers, that haue eaten vp Widdowes and 
Orphanes to the bare bones: and thofe Pennes 
are made of purpofe without Nebs, becaufe they. 
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may caft Inck but flowly, in mockery of thoie, 
who in their life time were flowe in yeelding drops 
of pitty. 

Would you know what aftions are tried here ? 
I will but tume ouer the Recordes, 

What matters 

are tryed be- and read them vnto you as they hans 

fore the Diuell. , r- i / & 

vppon the Fyle. 

The / Courtier is fued heere, and condemned 
for Ryots. 

The Soldier is fued heere and condemned for 
murders. 

The Scholler is fued here & condemned for 
Herezies. 

The Citizen is fued here and condemned for 
the city-fins. 

The Farmer is fued heere vpon Penal Statutes^ 
and condemned for fpoyling the Mar^ 

Quiq; arma * ^ •=' 

secuH impia, kttS. 
Bpulcpq: ante • n t • 

traparautfuri- Aftions of batterie are brought asainft 



arum maxima 



*&^^ ^^^* ^'^^SS^^^^ i ^^^ heere they are bound to 

prokidetumitM' the PCOCe. 
geremtnsas, * . /• /» « « . /» 

Aftions of Irafte are brought agamft 
drunkards and Epicures ; and heere they are con- 
demned to begge at the Grate for one drop of 
colde water to coole their tongues, or one crum 
of breade to ftay their hunger, yet are they 
denyed it 

Harlots haue procefTe fued .vpon them heere. 
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and are condemned to Howling^ to Rottennejft and 
to Stench. No AAes of Parliament that haue 
pafled the * Vpper- houfe, can be broken, 

, • Heanen. 

but here the breach is puniihed, and that 
feuerely, and that fuddenly : For here they ftand 
vppon no demurres ; no Audita-^erala can heere 
be gotten, no writs of Errors to Reuerfe Judgement : 
heere is no flying to a court of Chancery for releef, 
yet euerie one that comes heather is 
(erued with a Sub-peena. No, they deale Panis, eter- 
altogether in this Court vpon the Habeas "si^p^ial!!!^ 
CarpuSy vpon the Capias^ vppon the Ne ^^'*'^'* 
exeai Regneum^ vpop Rebellion , vppon heauie Fines 
(but no Recoueries) vpon writers of Out-lary^ to 
attache the body for euer, & laft of all vppon 
Executions^ after Judgement^ which being (eru'd 
vpon a man is his euerlafting vndooing. 

Such are the Cuftomes and courfes of pro- 
ceedings in the Offices belonging to the Prince 
of Darknefle. Thcfe hot dooings hath he in 
his Terme-times. But vpon a day when a great 
matter was to be tryed betweene an Englifiman 
and a Dutchman^ which of the two were the 
fowled: Drinkers, and the cafe being a long time 
in arguing, by reafbn that ftrong euidence came 
in reeling on both (ides, (yet it was thought that 
the Englifli-man would / carry it away, and caft 
the Dutchman) on a fudden all was ftaid by the 

D. III. 27 
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found of a horne that was heard at the lower end 
of the Hall. And euerie one looking back (as 
wondring at the ftrangenefTe) roome room was 
cride and made through the thickeft of the 
crowde, for a certaine fpirit in the likenefle of 
a poft, who made a way on a little leane Nagge 
vp to the Bench where ludge Radafnanth with his 
two grim Brothers {Minos and Macus) fat. This 
fpirit was an intelligencer fent by Belzebub of 
Batharum into fome Countries of Chriftedome, 
to lye there as a fpie, & had brought with him 
a packet of letters from feuerall Leigiars, that lay 
in thofe Countries^ for the feruice of the Tartarian 
their Lord and Maifter, which packet being 
opened^ all the Letters, (becaufe they concemd 
suburranH ^^ gcncrall good and ftate of thofe 
Re^nu jQ^g Countries in Hell) were publikely 
reade. The contents of that Letter ftung moft, 
and put them all out of their law*cafes, were to 
this purpofe. 

THat whereas the Lord of Fiery Lakes, had 
his Minifters in all kingdomes aboue the 
earth, whofe Offices were not onely to winne 
fubiedts of other Princes to his obedi* 

A letter 

against the cnce, but alfo to giuc notice when any 

of his owne (worn houihold, or any 

other that held league with him (hould reuolt or 



LANTHCRNE AND CANDLE-LIGHT. 211 

flye from their duty & allegiance: as al(b dis- 
couer from time to time all plots^ confpiracies, 
machinations, or vnderminings, that • fhold be laid 
(albeit they that durft lay them fhould dig deepe 
enough) to blow vp his great Infernall cittie : fo 
that if his Horned Regiment were not fuddenly 
muftred together, and did not luftely beftirre their 
clouen ftumps, his Territories wold be fhaken, his 
dominions left in time vnpeopl'd, his forces look'd 
into, and his authoritie which hee held in the 
world, contemned & laughed to (corne. The 
reafon was, ^ a certaine fellow, The 
Childe of DarkeneSy a common Night- 
walker y a man thai had no man to waite vppon him 
but onely a Dog^ one that was a dijordered perjon^ 
and I at midnight would beate at mens dooreSy bidding 
them (in meere mockerie) to look to their candles 
when they themjelues were in their deadfleeps : and 
albeit he was an Officer y yet he was but of Light-- 
carriagCy being knowne by the name of the Bell-man 
of Londony had of late not only drawne a number 
of the Deuils owne kindred into queftion for 
their liues, but had alfo (only by the help of the 
lanthorn & candle) lookt into the fecrets of the 
beft trades that are taught in hell, laying them 
open to the broad eye of the world, making them 
infamous, odious, and ridiculous : yea, and not 
fatisfied with dooing this wrong to his diuellihip. 
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vciy fp:tcf-'>c harh hcs fet them oat in print, 
drawir^g their piihires fo to the life, that now a 
horie-tlsaLer fhall not fhew his head, but a halter 
with the Hang-mans noofe is rcadr to bee faffaied 
about it : A Foyft nor a Nip (hall not waike into 
a Fajre or a Plar-hoofc, but euerie cracke will cry 
loolce to your purtes : nor a poore common Rogue 
come to a mans doore, but he fhall be examined 
if he can cant ? If this BauIIing fellow therefore 
haue not his moudh ftop'J, the light Angels that 
are coynd below, will neuer bee able to pafle as 
they haue done, but be naild vp for counterfeits. 
Hell will haue no dooings, and the deuill be 
no-body. 

This was the lyning of the Letter, and this 
Letter draue them al to a Non-plus^ becaufe they 
knew not how to anfwere it. But at laft aduice 
was taken, the Court brake vp, the Tearme was 
adioum'd, (by reafbn that the Hell-houndes were 
thus Plagu'd) and a common couniell in hell was 
prefedy called how to redres thefc abuics. 

The Sathanicall Sinagogue beeing let, vp ftartes 
the Father of Hell and damnation^ and looking 
verrie terribly with a paire of cies that ftared as 
wide as the mouth gapes at BiQiops-gate, fetching 
foure or fiue deep (ighes (which were nothing 
elfe but the Smoke of fire & brimftone boyling 
in his fl^omacke, and (hewed as if hee were taking 
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tobacco, which he often times does) tolde his 
children & feruats (& the reft of the citizens 
that dwelt within / the freedome of Hel, and 
(at there before him vpon narow low formes) 
that they neuer had more caufe to lay their 
heads together, and to grow poUititians. Hee 
and they all knew, that from the Comers of the 
earth, (bme did euerie houre in a day creepe 
forth, to come and feme him : yea, that HuccmMU 
many thouiands were (b bewitched with '"**• 
his fsiuours, and his rare partes, that they would 
come running quick to him ; his dominions (he 
iaid) were great and full of people: Emperors 
and Kings, (in infinit numbers) were his flaues : 
his court was fill of Princes : if the unmmtrtt 
world were deuided (as (bme " report) ^'*^^^*^^* 
but into three parts, two of thofe three were his : 
or if (as others affirme) into foure parts, [in] 
almoft three of that foure had hee firme footing. 

But if fuch a fellow as a treble voic'd Bel-man^ 
fhould be fufllered to pry into the infernal Mis- 
teries, & into thofe Black Arts which command 
the (pints of the Deep, & hauing fucked what 
knowledge he can from them, to tume it al into 
poifbn, & to fpit it in the verie faces of the 
profeflbrs, with a malicious intent to make them 
appeare vgly and (b to grow hatefull and out 
of fauor with ^ world : if fuch a coniurer at 
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midnight (hould dance in their circles and not 
be driuen out of them, hell in a few yeares would 
not bee worth the dwelling in. The great Lord 
of Limbo did therefore commaund all his Blacke 
Guard that flood about him, to beftirre them in 
their places, and to defend the Court wherein 
GraucoUntis *«/ liucd t threatniug (befides) that 

Auemi, j^jg curfle, & all the plagues of ftinking 
hel (hold fall vpon his officers, feruants, and 
fubiefts, vnlefTe they either aduiz'd him, how, or 
take fbme fpeedy order themfelues to punifh that 
faucy intelligencer, the Bel-man of London. Thus 
he fpake and then fat. 

At laft, a foolifh Deuill rofe vp, and fhot the 
bolt of his aduice, which flew thus farre. That the 
Black' dogge of New-gate fhould againe bee let 
looie, and a farre off, follow the Balling Bel-man^ 
to watch into what places hee went, and what 
deedes of darkenefTe (euerie night) / hee did. 
Hinc rifus ! The whole Syniodicall afTembly, fell 
a laughing at this Wife-acre, fb that neither he 
nor his blacke-Dogge durft barke any more. 

Another, thinking to cleaue the verrie pinne 
with his arrow, drew it home to the head of 
Wifdome (as he imaginde) ; and yet that lighted 
wide too. But thus fhot his CounfeU, that the 
Ghofls of all thoie theeues. Cheaters, and others 
of the damned crew, (who by the Bel -mans dis- 
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couerie^ had bene betraied, were taken and fent 
weft ward) (hould bee fetched from thoie fields 
of Horror, where euerie night they walke, 
diluting with Dodtor Story ^ who keepes them 
company there in his comer Cap : & that thofe 
wry-neck'd (pirits fhould haue charge giuen them 
to haunt the Bel-man in his walkes, and fo fright 
him out of his wittes. This Deuill for all his 
roaring, went away neither with a Plaudite^ nor 
with a hifle : Others ftep'd vp, fome pronouncing 
one verdiA (bme another : But at the laft, it beeing 
put into their Diuelifti heads, that they had no 
power ouer him farther then what fhold be giuen 
vnto them, it was concluded and fet downe as a 
rule in Q>urt, that fome one ftrange y]^iW/, who 
could tranfport himfelfe into all fhapes, (hould 
bee fent vppe to London, and fcoming to take 
reuenge vppon fo meane a perfon as a Bel-ringery 
fhould thruft himfelfe into fuch companyes, (as in 
a warrant to bee figned for that purpofe) fhould 
bee nominated : and beeing once growne familiar 
with them, hee was to worke and winne them by 
all poffible meanes to fight vnder the difmall and 
blacke collours of the Grand Sophy, (his Lord 
and Mafter) ; the fruite that was to grow vppon 
this tree of euill, would bee greate, for it fhould 
bee fit to bee ferued vp to Don Lucifers Table, 
as a new banqueting Difh, fithence all his other 
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meates, (though they fatted him well) were grown 
ikle. 

Hereupon Pamerfiell the Meflenger was called, 
a pafport was drawne, figned and deliuered to him, 
with certaine inftruments how to carry himfelfe in 
this trauell. / And thus much was openly fpoken 
to him by word of mouth. 

Flye Pamerfiel with fpeede to the great and 

populous citie in the Weft : winde thy felfe into 

all (hapes : bee a Dogge (to fawne) a Dragon (to 

confound) bee a Doue (feeme innocent) bee a 

Deuill (as thou art) and (hew that thou art a 

lomiman to hel. Build rather thy neft amogft 

willowes that bend euerie way, then on tops of 

OakeSy whofe hearts are hard to be broken : Fly 

with the Swallow, clofe to f earth, when ftormes 

are at hand, but keep company with Birdes of 

greater tallantSj when the weather is deare, & 

neuer leaue them till they looke like Rauens : 

creepe into bofoms that are buttond vp in fattin 

and there fpred the wings of thine infedtion: 

make euerie head thy pillow to leane vpon, or 

vfe it like a Mill, onely to grinde mifchiefe. If 

thou meetft a Dutchman, drinke with him : if a 

Frenchman, ftab : if a Spaniard, betray : if an 

Italian poyfbn : if an Englijhman doe all this. 

Haunt Tauerns, there thou (halt finde prodigalls: 
pay thy two-pence to a Player, in his gallerie maift 
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thou fitte by a Harlot : at Ordinaries mdft thou 
dine with filken fooles : when the day fteales out 
of the world, thou fhalt meete rich drunkards^ 
vnder welted gownes (earch for threefcore in the 
hundred, hugge thoie golden villaines, they fhine 
bright, and will make a good (hew in hell, ihriek 
w a cricket in the brew-hauft^ & watch how they 
coniure there : Ride vp and downe Smith-field^ 
and play the lade there : Viiit priibns, and teach 
laylars how to make nets of Iron there : binde 
thy felfe Prentice to the beft trades : but if thou 
canft grow extreame ritch in a very fhort time, 
(honeftly) I banifli thee my kingdome, come no 
more into hell : I haue red thee a ledhire, followe 
it, farewell. 

No (boner was farwell fpoken, but the (pirit 
to whom all thefe matters were giuen in chaise 
vaniflied : the clouen footed Orator arofe, and 
the whole aflembly went about their damnable 
buiinefle. 

Gul- /Groping. 

How Gentlemen are cheated at Ordinaries. 

Chap. 3. 

THe Diuels/00/^-ma/i was very nimble of his 
heeles (for no wilde-Irilh man could out- 
runne him), and therefore in a few houres, was 
D. III. 28 
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he come vp to London : the miles betweene Hell 
and any place vpon earth being fhorter then thofe 
betweene London and Saint Albones, to any man 
that trauels from thence thither, or to any Lackey 
that comes from hence hether on the Deuils er- 
rands : but to any other poore ibule, that dwells 
in thoie low countries, they are neuer at an end, 
and by him are not poflible to bee meafured. 

No iboner was he entred into the Cittie, but hee 
met with one of his Maifters daughters called 
Pridcj dreft like a Marchants wife, who taking 
acquaintance of him, and vnderftanding for what 
hee came, tolde him, that the firft thing hee was 
to doe, hee muft put himfelfe in good doathes, 
fuch as were futable to the fafhion of the time, 
for that here, men were look'd vppon onely for 
their outlides : he that had not ten-pounds ^orth 
of wares in his (hop, would carry twentie markes 

Auferimur ^^ ^^^ back : that there were a number 
r«^^/^"Ji;of fumpter-horfes in the citty, who 

•hir omnia, ^^^^ ^^^ j^^^ couHcly they fed, fo 

they might weare gay trappmgs : yea, that fome 
pied fooles, to put on fatin and veluet but foure 
daies in the yeare did often-times vndoe them- 
felues, wiues and Children euer after. The fpirit 
of the Deuils Buttry hearing this, made a legge 
to Pride for her counfell, and knowing by his 
owne experience that cuerie Taylor, hath his hell 
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to himfelfe, under his Shop-board, (where he 
dammes new Sattin) amongft them he thought 
to finde beft welcome, and therefore into Burchin- 
lane hee ftalkes verie mannerly. Pride going along 
with him, and taking the vpper hand. 

No / (boner was he entred into the rankes of 
the Linnen ArmorerSy (whofe weapons 
are Spanifh needles) but he was moft described. 

•ft 1 ii 1 r • Taylors at first 

tembly and Iharpely let vppon : euene were called 
prentice boy had a pull at him: he flum?. ser- 
feared they all had bin Ser leant Sy be-* 
caufe they all had him by the back: neuer was 
poore deuil fo tormented in hell, as he was 
amongft them : he thought it had bene Saint 
Thomas his day, & that he had bene called vpon 
to be Conjtable : there was fuch balling in his 
eares : and no ftrength could fhake them off, but 
that they muft fhewe him (bme fuites of apparell, 
becaufe they faw what Gentlewoman was in his 
company (whom they all knew). Seeing no re- 
medie, into a (hop he goes, was fitted brauely, 
and beating the price, found the loweft to be 
vnrcafonable, yet paide it, and departed, none 
of them (by reaibn of their crowding about him 
befor) perceiuing what cuftomer they had met 
with ; but now the Taylor ipying the deuill, fuf- 
fered him to go, neuer praying that he wold 
know the (hop another time, but looking round 
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about his ware-houfe if nothing were miffing, at 
length he found that he had loft his c!\fcience : yet 
remembring himfelfe, that they who deale with 
the diuel, can hardly keepe it, he ftood vpon it 
the Jeffe. 

Thefajhions of an Or dinar ie. 

THe Stigian traueller beeing thus tranflated 
into an accomplifli'd gallant, with all 
acoutrements belonging (as a fether for his head, 
gilt rapier for his fides^ & new boots to hide his 
polt foote) ; for in Bed-lam hee met with a fhoe- 
maker, a mad flaue, that knew the length of his 
laft; it refted, onely that now he was to enter 
yppon company futable to his cloathes : and 
knowing that your moft (eleded Gallants are 
the onelye table-men that are plaid with al at 
Ordinariesy into an Ordinary did he moft gentle- 
man like, conuay himielfe in ftate. 

It feemed that al who came thether, had clocks 
in their bellies, for they all ftruck into the dyning 
roome much about the very minute of feeding. 
Our Caualier had all the / eyes (that came in) 
throwne vpon him, (as beeing a ftranger : for 
no AmbaflTador from the diuell euer dined amongft 
them before,) and he afmuch tooke efpeciall notes 
of them. In obferuing of whom and of the place. 
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he found, that an Ordinary was the only Ren- 
deuouz for the moft ingenious, moft terfe, moft 
trauaild, and moft phantaftick gallant: the very 
Exchange for newes out of al countries: the 
only Booke-Jellers (hop for conference of the beft 
Editions, that if a woma (to be a Lady) would 
caft away herielf vpon a knight ^ there a man (hould 
heare a Catalogue of moft of the richeft London 
widowes : & laft, that it was a Jchoole where they 
were all fellowes of one Forme, & that a country 
gentleman was of as great comming as ^ proudeft 
luftice that fat there on ^ bench aboue him : for 
he that had the graine of the table with his 
trencher, payd no more then he that plac'd him- 
(elf beneath the fait. 

The diuels intelligencer could not be contented 
to fill his eye onely with theie obieds, and to feed 
his belly with delicate cheere : But hee drew a 
larger piAure of all that were there, and in thefe 
collours. 

The voider hauing cleered the table, Cardes & 
Dice (for the laft Mefte) are ferued vp to the 
boord : they that are ful of coyne, drawi they 
that haue little, ftand by & giue ayme : they Jhuffie 
and cut on one fide : the bones rattle on the other : 
long haue they not plaide, but othes fly vp & 
down the roome like haile-fliot: if the poore 
dumb dice be but a little out of (quare, the fox 
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& a thouiand plagues breake their neckes out 
at window : prefendy after^ the foure knaues arc 
fent packmg the iame way, or els (like heretikes 
are) condemned to be burnt. 

In this battaile of Cardes and Dice^ are ieuerall 
Regiments & ieuerall Ofliciers. 

They that fit downe to play, are at firft cald 
Leaders. 

They that loofe, are the Forhme Hope. 

He that winnes all, is the Eagle. 

He that ftands by & Ventures, is the Wod-pecker . 

The frefli Gallant that is fetcht in, is the Gull. 

Hee that ftands by, and lends, is the GulUgroper. 

The I Gull-graper. 

THis Gul-graper is commonly an old Mony- 
moger, who hauing trauaild through all 
the follyes of the world in his youth, knowes 
them well, and fliunnes them in his age ; his whole 
felicitie being to fill his bags with golde and filuer, 
hee comes to an Ordinary, to faue charges of 
houie-keeping, and will eate for his two {hillings, 
more meate then will feme three of the guard at 
a dinner, yet fweares hee comes thether onely for 
the company, and to conuerfe with trauailers. Its 
a Gold-Fmch that fildome flies to thefe Ordinary 
Nefts, without a hundred or two hundred pound 
in twenty fiiilling peeces about him. After the 
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tearing of ibme feauen p^re of Cardes, or the 
damning of ibnie ten baile of Dice, fteps hee vpon 
the Stage, and this part he playes. If any of the 
Forlome Hope bee a Gentleman of meanes, either 
in Effcj or in Poffe^ (and that the olde Fox will 
bee fure to know to halfe an Acre,) whoie money 
runnes at a low ebbe, as may appeare by his 
fcratching of the head, and walking vp and downe 
the roome, as if he wanted an Oftler : The Gull- 
groper takes him to a fide window and tels him^ 
hee's ibrry to fee his hard luck, but the Dice are 
made of womens bones, and will cozen any man, 
yet for his father's fake (whom he hath knowne 
(b long) if it pleafe him, he flial not leaue off play 
for a hundred pound or two. If my yong Eftrich 
gape to fwallow downe this mettall (& for the 
moft part they are very greedy, hauing fuch 
prouander fet before them) then is the gold 
powred on the board, a Bond is made for re- 
paiment, at the next quarter day when Exhibition 
is fent in : and becaufe it is all gold, and coft 
fo much the changing. The Scriuener (who is a 
whelpe of the old Maftiues owne breeding) knows 
what words will bite, which thus he faftens vpo 
him, and in this Nette the Gull is dire to be taken 
(howibeuer :) for if he fall to play againe, & loofe, 
the hoary Goat-bearded Satyre that ftands at his 
elbow, laughes in / his fleeue : if his bags be (o 
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recouered of their Falling-ficknes, that they be 
able prefently to repay the borrowed gold, then 
Monfieur Gul-graper fteales away of purpofe to 
auoide the receipt of it ; he hath fatter Chickens 
in hatching: tis a fayrer marke he fhootes at. 
For the day being come when the bond growes 
due, the within named Signior Auaro will not 
be within : or if he be at home, he hath wedges 
enough in his pate, to caufe the bond to bee 
broken, or elfe a little before the day, he feeds 
my young Maifter with fuch fweet words, that 
furfetting vpon his proteftations, hee neglects his 
paiment, as prefuming hee may do more. But the 
Law hauing a hand in the forfeiture of the bond, 
laies prefently hold of our yong Gallant with the 
helpe of a couple of Serieants, and iuft at fuch a 
time when old Erra Pater (the lew) that lent him 
the money, knowes by his owne Prognoftication, 
that the Moone with the (iluer face is with him 
in the waine. Nothing then can free him out of 
the phanges of thofe bloud-hounds, but he muft 
prefently confefle a iudgment, for fo much money, 
or for fuch a Manor or Lordfhip (three times 
worth the bond forfeited) to be paid or to be 
entred vpon by him, by fuch a day, or within 
fo many moneths after he comes to his land. And 
thus are young heires coozend out of their Acres, 
before they well know where they lye. 
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The JVood-fecker. 

THe Wood-pecker is a bird that fits by vpon 
a perch too ; but is nothing ib dangerous, 
as this Vulture fpoken of before. He deales 
altogether vpon Retumes, (as men do that take 
three for one, at their comming back from Ieru« 
ialem, &c.) for hauing a lewell, a Clock, a Ring 
with a Diamond, or any fuch like commoditie, he 
notes him well that commonly is beft acquainted 
with the Dice, and hath euer good luck : to him 
he oflers his prize, rating it at ten or fifteene 
pound, when happily tis not worth aboue fix, and 
for it he bargaines to receiue fiue (hillings or ten 
(hillings (according as it is in value) at euery/ 
hand, (econd, third, or fourth hand he drawes : by 
which means he perhaps in a (hort time, makes 
that yeeld him forty or fifty pound, which coft 
not halfe twenty. Many of thefe Merchant ven- 
turers (aile from Ordinary to Ordinary, being fure 
alwayes to make iauing Voiages, when they that 
put in ten times more then they, are for the moft 
part loofers. 

"The Gull. 

NOw if either The Leaders^ or The Forlorne 
Hope^ or any of the reft, chace to heare 
of a yong Fre/h-water (bldier that neuer before 
followed thefe ftrange warres, and yet hath a 
D. III. 29 
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Charge newly giuen him (by the old fellow SoU 
dado Vecchio his father, when Death had fhotte 
him into the Graue) of ibme ten or twelue 
thoufand in ready money, befides (b many 
hundreds a yeare : firft are Scoutes fent out to 
difcouer his Lodging: that knowne, (bme lie in 
ambufh to note what Apothecaries (hop hee reibrts 
too euery morning, or in what Tobacco-fliop in 
Fleet-ftreet he takes a pipe of Smoake in the 
aftemoone : that fort which the Puny holds, is 
fure to be beleaguerd by the whole troope of the 
old weather beaten Gallants : amongft whom ibme 
one, whofe wit is thought to be of a better block 
for his head, than the reft, is appointed to (ingle 
out our Nmice^ and after (bme foure or fiue dayes 
fpent in Complement, our heire to feauen hundred 
a yeare is drawne to an Ordinary, into which he 
no fooner enters, but all the old-ones in that Neft 
flutter about him, embrace, proteft, kiiTe the hand. 
Conge to the very garter, and in the end (to (hew 
that hee is no fmall foole, but that he knows his 
father left him not (b much monie for nothing,) 
the yong Cub fufFers himfelfe to be drawne to 
the ftakc : to flefh him. Fortune and the Dice 
(or rather the Falfe-dice, that coozen Fortune, & 
make a foole of him too) (hall (b fauor him, that 
he marches away from a battaile or two, the onely 
winner. But afterwards, let him play how warily 
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foeuer he can, the damned Dice (hall crofTe / hiiiiy 
& his filuer crofles fhall blefle thofe that play 
againft him : for euen they that feeme deereft to 
his bofbme, fhall firft be Veady, and be the formoft 
to enter with the other Leaders into confpiracy, 
how to make fpoile of his golden bags. By fuch 
ranfacking of Cittizens fonnes wealth, the Leaders 
maintaine themfelues braue, the Forlorne-hope ^ that 
droop'd before, do'es now gallantly come on. The 
Eagle fethers his neft, the IVood-pecker pickes v^ 
his crums, the Gul-groper growes fat with good 
feeding : and the Gull himfelfe, at whom euery one 
has a Pull, hath in the end fcarce fethers enough 
to keepe his owne back warme. 

The Poft-maifter of Hell, feeing fuch villanies 
to eo vp and downe in cloakes lin'd 

PoKiiioriius 

cleane through with Veluet, was glad horrtndus 
he had fuch newes to fend ouer, and minasiruat, 

, f, ri* 1 r \\ r • Terribiie squa» 

therefore lealing vp a letter full or it, lorechmti, 
deliuered the fame to filthy-bearded mtrnte, canities 
Charon (their owne Water-man) to be 
conuaide firfl to the Porter of Hell, & then (by 
him) to the Maifler Keeper of the Diuels. 
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Of Ferretiiig. 

^he Manner of vndooing Gentlanen by 
taking vp of commoditUs. 

CHAP. ffll. 

Hunting is a noble, a manly, & a healthfull 
exercife ; it is a very trae piAure of warre, 
nay it is a war in it ielfe ; for engines are brought 
into the field, ftratagems are contriued, ambufhes 
are laide, oniets are giuen, allarums ftnick vp, 
braue incoimters are made, fierce aflailings are 
refifted by ftrength, by coorage or by poUicy : 
the enemy is purfued, and the Purfuers neuer 
giue ouer till they haue him in execution : then is 
a Retreate founded, then are ipoiles diuided, then 
come they home wearied, but yet cn>¥med with 
honor & vidtory. And as in battailes there be 
(euerall maners of fight : fo in the paftime of 
hunting, there are feuerall degrees of game. Some 
Hunting of the *»«nt the / Zj<?», and that fliewes as 
Lyoii,&c. ^hcn fubiedts rife in Armes againft 
their King*. Some hunt the Vnicome for the 
treafure on his head, and they are like couetous 
men, that care not whome they kill for riches: 
fome hunt the Spotted Panther and the freckled 



LANTHORNE AND CANDLE-LIGH2 . 229 

Leopard^ they are fuch as to inioy their pleafures, 
regard not how blacke an infamy ftickes vpon 
them : All thefe are barbarous & vnnaturall 
Huntiemen, for they range vp and downe the 
DefertSy the Wildemes, and inhabitable Mount- 
aines. 

Others purfue the long liued Hart^ the coura- 
gious Stag or the nimble footed 'Deere : Hunting of 
thefe arc the NobUfi hunters, and they ^^ ^^^ 
exerciie the Nobleft game: thefe by following 
the Chace get ftrength of body, a free and vn- 
difquieted minde, magnanimity of fpirit, alacrity 
of heart and an vnwearifbmnefTe to breake through 
the hardeft labours : their pleafures are not iniati- 
able but are contented to be kept within limits, 
for thefe hunt within Parkes indofed, or within 
bounded Forrcfta The hunting of the Hunting of 
Hare ttz/^tsfeare to be bould, and puts ^ ^'*"- 
fimflicity (b to her fliifts, that ihe growes cunning 
and prouident : the turnings and crofle windings 
that ihe makes, are embleames of this lifes vn- 
certainty: when flie thinkes fhe is furdeft from 
danger, it is at her heeles, and when it is nereft 
to her, the hand of ^ety defends her. When 
fhe is wearied and has runne her Face, ihe takes 
her death patiently, onely to teach man, that he 
(hould make lumfelfe redy, when the graue gapes 
for him. 
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All thefe kinds of hunting are abroad in the 
open field, but there is a cloje citty 
fr^da^^ttHdm hunting onely within the walls, that 
pulles downe Parkes, layes open forrefts^ 
deftroies Chaces, woundes the Deere of the land, 
and make[s] fuch hauocke of the goodlieft Heards, 
that by their wills, (who are the rangers,) none 
fhould be left aliue but the Rafcalls : This kinde of 
hunting is bafe, and ignoble. It is the meaneft, yet 
the moft mifchieuous, & it is called Ferreting. 
To behold a courie or two at this, did the light 
horjeman of Hell one day leape into the faddle. 

Citty I -Hunting. 

THis Ferret-Hunting hath his Seaibns as 
other games haue, and is onely followed 
at fuch a dme of yeare, when the Gentry of 
What persons ^ur kingdooie by riots, hauing chafed 
gs^dl^et them-felues out of the faire reuenewes 
huatiog. ^^ i^g poffeffion left to them by 

their anceftors, are forced to hide their heads 
like Conies, in little caues and in vnftequented 
places : or elfe being almoft windles, by running 

after ienfuall pleaflires too feircely, they 
voiuftasinuu zxt glad (for keeping them-felues in 

breath fo long as they can) to fal to 
Ferret-huntingj ^ is to fay, to take vp commodities. 
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No warrant can bee graunted for a Bucke in this 
forreft^ but it muft pafle vnder theie fiue hands. 

1 He that hunts vp and downe to find game, 
is called the Gambler. The tragedy of 

2 The commodities that are taken vp^^^^jSo'? 
are cald Purfe-neis. **^ 

3 The Citdzen that felles them is the Ferret. 

4 They that take vp are the Rabbet-fuckers. 

5 He vpon whoie credit theie Rabbet-Juckers 
runne, is called the IVarren. 

How the Warren is made. 

AFter a raine. Conies vfe to come out of their 
Holes and to fit nibling on weeds or any 
thing in the coole of the euening, and after a 
reueling when younger brothers haue fpent al, or 
in gaming haue loft al, they fit plotting in their 
chambers with neceffity how to ^^ Numuiaowuus 
fumifhed prcfendy with a new fupply ""^1^''' 
of money. They would take vp any '''"^''• 
commodity whatfoeuer, but their names ftand in 
too many texted letters allready in Mercers and 
Scriueners bookes : vpon a hundred poundes 
worth of Roafied beefe they could finde in their 
hearts to venture, for that would away in turning 
of a hand : but where fhall they find a Butcher or 
a G>oke that will let any man runne io much vpon 
the icore for flefh onely ? 
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Sup/pofc therefore that Foure of fuch loofe 
fortun'd gallants were tied in one knot, and knew 
not how to faften themfelues vpon fome welthy 
cittizen. At the length it runnes into their heads 
thatykrA a young Nouice (who daily ferues to fill 
vp their company) was neuer intangled in any 
citty limebujh\ they know his prefent meanes to 
be good, and thos to come to be great : him there- 
fore they lay vpon the Anuill of their wits, till 
they haue wrought him like wax, for him-felue 
Dum spectant ^fwell as for them : to doe any thing 
'^udiiu^r^^ in wax, or indeed till they haue won 
'^- him to Hide vpon this ice, (becauie he 
knowes not the danger) is he eafily drawne: for 
he conliders within himfelfe that they are all 
gentlemen well defcended, they haue rich fathers, 
they weare good clothes, haue bin gallant (penders, 
and do now and then (ftill) let it fly freely : hee 
is to venture vppon no more rockes than all 
they, what then ihould hee feare? hee therefore 
reiblues to do it, and the rather becaufe his owne 
exhibition runnes low, & that there lacke a great 
many weekes to the quarter day ; at which time, 
he fhalbe refumiflied from his father. 

The Match being thus agreed vpon, one of 
them that has beene an ould Ferret-monger^ & 
knowes all the trickes of fuch Huting, feekes out 
a Tumbler^ that is to fay a fellow, who beates the 
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bufli for them till they catch the birds^ he himfelfe 
being contented (as he protefts & fweares) onely 
with a few fethers. 



1 



l^he Tumblers Hunting dry-foote. 

His Tumbler being let looie runnes Snuffing 
vp and downe dofe to the sround, _ 

/L • « r ^ 1 J ^^ nature of 

m the ihoppes either of Mercers, Gould- * London 

^'^ Tumbler. 

finithes. Drapers, Haberdaihers^ or of any 
other trade, where hee thinckes hee may meete 
with a Ferret : and tho vpon his very firft courie, 
hee can find his game, yet to make his gallants 
more hungry, and to thinke he wearies himfelfe 
in hunting the more, hee comes to them fweating 
and {wearing that the Citty Ferrets are io coaped 
(thats to fay haue / their lips ftitched vp (o clofe) 
that hee can hardly get them open to {o great a 
fum as fiue hundred poundes which NUhahetin- 
they defire. This hearbe beeing zYi^wdLf^'H^J^^ 
downe by the Rabbet^fuckers almoft kUs ^^^/^^T' 
their hearts, and is worfe to them then *«»»*«A^- 
nabbing on the neckes to Connies. They bid him 
if he cannot £iften his teeth vpon plate or Cloth, 
or Silkes^ to lay hold on browne paper or Tobacco, 
Bartholmew babies, Lute ftringes or Hobnailes, 
or two hundred poundes in Saint Thomas Onions, 
and the reft in mony ; the Onions they coulde get 
wenches enough to cry and fell them by the Rope, 
D. ]|]. 30 
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and what remaincs fliould Icrue diem widi mutton. 
Vppon this, their humbler trottes vppe and downe 
agen, and at laft lighting on a Citdzcn that will 
dcale^ the names are receiued, and deliuered to a 
Scriuener, who enquiring whether they bee good 
men and true, that are to pafle vppon the life and 
death of fiue hundred poundes, findes diat foure 
of the jiue^ are winde-fhaken, and ready to fall into 
the Lordes handes. Marry the fift man, is an 
Oakcj and thercs hope that he cannot bee hewed 
downe in hafte. Vppon him therefore the Ctdzen 
buildes fb much as comes to fiue hundred poundes, 
yet takes in the other fbure to make them ferae 
as feafiblding, till the Farme bee fiimiflied, and if 
then it hold, he cares not gready who takes them 
downe. In al haft, are the bondes feald, and the 
oommodides deliuered. And then does the Tumbler 
fetch his fecond carreere, and thats this. 

T^he Tumblers Hunting Counter. 

THe wares which they fifiied for beeing in 
the hand of the fiue ihauers, do now more 
trouble their wits how to turne thofe Wares into 
reddy mony, then beefore they were troubled to 
turn their credits into wares. The Tree being 
once more to be fhaken, they knowe it muft loofe 
fi-uite, and therefore their Fador muft barter away 
their Marehandife, tho it be with loife: Abroad 
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is in / tx> the Cittie : he Sailes for that piirpofe, and 
deales with him that Jold^ to buy his owne Com- 
modities againe for ready mony. He will not 
doe it vnder 30, 1. loffe in the Hundred : Other 
Archers bowes are tryed at the fame marke, but 
al keepe much about one fcanding : back therfore 
comes their Carrier with this newes, that no man 
will difburfe fb much prefent money vppon any 
wares whatibeuer. Onely he met by good fortune 
with one friend (and that friend is himfelfe) who 
for \o. 1. wil procure them a Chapman, marry 
that chapman wil not buy vnleiTe he may haue 
them at 30* 1. lofle in the Hundred : fuh, cry all 
the Sharers, a pox on thefe Fox-furd Curmudgions, 
giue that fellow your friend lo. 1. for his paines, 
& fetch the reft of his money : within an houre 
after, it is brought, and powr'd downe in one 
heape vppon a taueme table ; where making a 
goodly fhew as if it could neuer be fpent, al of 
the confult what fee the Tumbler is to haue for 
Hunting fo wel, and conclude that lefle then 10. 1. 
they cannot giue him, which 10. 1. is f firft mony 
told out. Now let vs caft vp this Account: In 
cuery 100. 1. is loft 30. which being uedukane 
5. times 30. 1, makes 1 50. 1.: that Sum the ^^^' 
Ferret puts vp cleer befides his ouer- ^'*'*'- 
priiing the wares : vnto which 1 50. 1. loft, ad i o. 1. 
more, which the Tumbler guls them off, & other 
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lo. L which he hath for his voyage, al which 
makes 170 1.; which deduced from 5cx>. 1. there 
remaineth onely 330. to be deuided amongft 5. (b 
that euery one of ^ partners fliall haue but SS. 1. 
yet this they all put vp merily, waftiing down 
their lofTes ^ Sack and Sugar, whereof they drinke 
that night profoundly. 

How the Warren isjpoyled. 

T 7^ 7Hilft this faire weather lafteth, and that 
^ ^ there is any grafTe to nibble vpon, ^heje 
Rabbet fuckers keep to the Warren wherein they 
£itned : but the cold day of repaiment approach- 
ing, they retire deepe into their Caues; fb that 
when the Ferret makes account to haue fine before 
him in chafe, foure of the Jiue ly hidde, & / are 
ftolne into other grounds. No maruell then if the 
Ferret growe fierce & teare open his own iawes, 
to fuck blood from him that is left : no maniaile 
if he fcratch what wool he can fro his back : the 
Pur/nets ^ were Set are all Taken vp and carried 
away. The Warren therfore muft bee Searched ; 
That muft pay for all : ouer that does hee range 
like a little Lord. Satgeants, Marihals-men, 
and Balifies are fent forth, who lie icowting at 
euery comer, & with terrible pawes haunt euery 
walke. In conclufion the bird that thefe Hawkes 
flie after, is feazd vpon, then are his fethers 
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pluck*d, his eftaie look'd into : the are his wings 
broken, his lads made ouer to a ftrager : then muft 
our yong fbn and heire pay yx> 1. (for which he 
neuer had but (>(>. 1.) or elfe lie in prifon. To 
keep himfelfe from which, he feales to any bond, 
enters into any ftatut, moi^^eth any Lordfhip, 
Does any thing, Saies any thing, yeelds 
to pay any thing. And thefe Citty excidUifs€ 
ftormes (which will wet a man till he 
haue neuer a dry threed about him, tho he be 
kept neuer {o warme) fall not vpon him once or 
twife : But being a little way in, he cares not how 
d^pe he wades : ^ greater his pofleflions are, the 
apter he is to take vp & to be trufted : orandia 
the more he is trufted, the more he ^^^;^ 
comes in debt, the farther in debt, the ^^^^^rims. 
neerer to danger. Thus Gentlemen are wrought 
vpo, thus are they Cheated^ thus are they Ferreted^ 
thus are they Vndonne. 

Fawlconers. 



Of a new kinde of Hawking j teaching how 
to catch birds by bookes. 

Vnting and Hawking are of kin, and there- 
fore it is fit they fhould keepe 
company together : Both of them are 
noble Games, and Recreations, honeft and health- 



H 
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All, yet they may io be abufed that nothing can 
be more huitfiilL In tbmiing^ the Game is com- 
nnonly ftill before you, or i*th hearing, and within 
a little OMnpaiTe : In Hawking / the game flies farre 
Fccusmm ^^^ "^ oftcntimcs out of fight: A 
Tw!^V^ Couple of Rookes therefore (that were 

^"^* birds of the laft feather) conipired to- 
gether to leaue their neft, in the Gtty, and to 
flutter abroad, into the countrie : Vpon two leane 
hackneies were thefe two DoSar doddipols horft; 
Ciuilly fuitcd, that they might carry about them 
fome badge of a Scholler. 

The diuels Ranck-ryJerj that came from the 
laft Citty-httting, vnderftanding that two fuch 
Light-horfemen, were gon a hawki^g, pofb after 
and ouer-takes thentL After fome ordinary high- 
way talk, he begins to quefKon of what profeffion 
they were? One of them finyling icomfully in 
his ^ce, as thinking him to be fome G«//, (and 
* Qwt mist quod * mdccd fuch fellowcs take all men for 
%Mt1^m G«^^^ ^*»o *cy thinke to be beneath 

puiamu ^^xsL \xi quallitic) tolde him they were 
Falconers. But the Foxe that followed diem feeing 
no properties, (belonging to a Falcoaer) about 
them, (melt knauery, took them for a paire of mad 
rafcals, & therfore refolued to iee at what thefe 
Falconers would let flie. 
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How to caft vp the Lure. 

AT laft on a fuddaine faies on[e] of them to him, 
fir, wee haue Sprung a Partridge y Thefim 
and fo fare you wel : which wordes ^^^ 
came ftanmiering out with the hafte that they 
made, for preiently the two Forragers of the 
Countrie, were vppon the Spurrc: Plutoes Poft 
feeing this, ftood ftill to watch them, and at length 
faw them in maine gallop make toward a goodly 
faire place, where either fbme Knight or (bme great 
Gendeman kept : and this goodly houfe belike was 
the Partridge which thofe falconers had iprung. 
Hee beeing loath to looie his ihare in this Hawk^ 
ingy and. hauing power to transforme himfelfe as 
hee lifted, came thither as (bone as they, but be- 
held all (which they did) inuifible. They both like 
two Knights Errant alighted at the Gate, knocked 
and were lette in : the one walkes the Hackneyes 
in an outward Court, as if hee had bene but Squire 
to Sir Dagonety The other / (as boldly as Saint 
George when he dar^d the dragon at his verrie 
Den) marcheth vndauntedly vp to the Hall, where 
looking ouer thofe poore creatures of the houfe, 
that weare but the bare Blew-coates (for jiquila 
non capit Mu/cas) what fhould a Falconer meddle 
with flies ? hee onely falutes him that in his eye 
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ieemes to bee a Gendemanlike fellow : Of him 

*£t^Mamd ^c aflces for his good Knight or fo, and 

^^7no^ faies that he is a • Gentleman come from 

'*^- London on a bufinefle, which he muft 

deliuer to his owne WorfhipfiiU Eare. Vp the 

ftaires does braue Mount Dragon aicend : the 

Knight and he encounter, and with this ftafie 

does he valiantly chai^ vpon him. 

How the Bird is Caught. 

Sir I am a poore • Scholler, and the report 
of your vertues hath drawne me hither, 
^stMstosfuii venturoufly bolde to fixe your worthy 
Fn^p^. name as a patronage to a poore ftiort 
t^JU'dJL difcourfe which here I dedicate (out 
^hmJ^ of my louc) to your noble and etemall 
^^' Memory : this ipeech he vtters barely. 
The Hawking pamphUter is then bid to put 
on, whilft his Mijcellane M^cenas^ opens a booke 
fairely aparrcld in vellom with gilt fillets & fore- 
penny filke ribbon at leaft, like little ftreamers on 
the top of a Marchpane Caftle, hanging dandling 
by at ^ foure comers : the title being fuperficially 
furuaide, in the next leafe he fees that the Author 
hee hath made him one of his Goifips: for the 
booke carries his worfhips name, & vnder it ftands 
an Epiftle iuft the length of a Hench-mans grace 
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before dinner, which is long inough for any booke 
in confcience, vnlefTe the writer be vnreafbnable. 

The knight being told before hand, that this 
little funbeame of Phabus (ihining thus briikly in 
print) hath his Mite or Atmy wayting vppon 
him in the outward court, thankes him for his 
loue and labour, and coniidering with himfelfe, 
what coft he hath beene at, and how farre 
he hath ridden to come to him, he knowes that 
Patrons and Godfathers are to pay (cot and lot 
alike, and there / fore to cherifh his young and 
tender Mufe, he giues him foure or fixe Angells, 
inuiting him either to ftay breakefaft, or if the 
fundiall of the houfe points towards eleauen, then 
to tary dinner. • 



B 



How the bird is dreft. 

Ut the fifh being caught (for which our 
Heliconian Angler threw out his lines) with 
thankes, and legs, and kifling his own hand, he 
parts. No fboner is he horft, but his Hoftler (who 
ail this while walked the iades, and trauailes vp 
& down with him, like an vndeferuing plaier for 
halfe a fhare) afkes this queftion, Strawes or not ? 
Strawes cries the whole Jharer and a halfe : away 
then replies the firft, flie to our neft : stuitusquoa; 
This neft is neuer in the fame towne ***'*^^'^'- 
but commonly a mile or two off ; and it is nothing 
D. III. 31 
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els but the next Tauerne they come to. But the 

Village into which they rode being not able to 

maintaine an luybulh, an Ale-houfe was their 

How biids I'^"^ • where aduancing themfelues into 

3ft^t^*bethe feircft Chamber, and bcefpeaking 

^"^^^ the beft cheere in the towne for dinner, 
down they fit, & Jhart before they fpeake of 
any thing els : That done, he that ventures vpon 
all he meetes, and difchatges the paper Bullets, 
(for to tell truth, the other femes but as a figne^ 
and is meerely noMy) beginnes to difeourfe, how 
he caried himfelfe in the aftion, how he was en- 
countred : haw he flood to his tackling, and haw 
well hee came off: he cab the Knight, a Noble 
fellow^ yet they both fhrug, and laugh, and fweares 
they are glad they haue Guld him. 

More arrowes muft they ihoote of the fame 
length that this firft was off, and therfore there 
is Trunckful of Trinckets, thats to fay, their 
budget of Bookes, is opend againe, to fee what 
leafe they are to tume ouer next ; which whilft 
they are dooing, the Ghoft that al this fpace 
haunted them, and hard what they {aid, hauing 
excellent ikill in the blacke*art, thats to fay in 
picking of lockes, maks the dore fuddenly flye 
open (which they had dofely ihut)./ At his 
ftrange entrance they being ibmwhat agaft, began 
to (huffle away their bookes, but he knowing what 



LANTHOR]^E AND CANDLE-LIGHT. 243 

cardes they plaide withal, offred to cut, and turnd 
vp two Knaues by this trick : My maifters (quoth 
he) I knowe where you haue bin, I know what 
you haue don, I know what you meane to do. I 
(ee now you are Falconers indeed, but by the (and 
then he {wore a damnable oth) vnleflTe you teach 
me to fhoote in this Birding-peece^ I will raife the 
Village, fend for the knight whome you boaft you 
haue guldy and fo difgrace you ! for your money 
I care not 

The two Free-booters feeing themfelues fmoakd, 
told their third Brother, he feemd to be a gentle- 
man and a boone companion: they prayed him 
therefore to fit downe with filence, and fithence 
dinner was not yet ready, hee fhould heare all. 

This new Idnde of Hawking (qd. one of them) 
which you fee vs vie, can afibrd no name vnles 5. 
be at it, viz. 

1. He that cafts vp the Lure is calld the 
Falconer. 

2. The Lure that is caft vp is an idle Pamphlei. 

3. The Tercel Gentle that comes to the Lure, is 
ibme knight or fbnie gentlenum of like qualitie. 

4. The Bird that is preied vpon, is Money. 

5« Hee that walkes the horfes, and hunts dry 
foote, is cald a Mongrell. 
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The Falconer anJ his SpamelL 

THe Falconer hauing (craped together certsune 
finall paringes of witte, he firft cuttes them 
hanibmely in pretty peeces, and of thofe peeces 
does he patch vppe a booke. This booke he 
prints at his own charge, the Mongrell running 
vppe and downe to look to the workemen, and 
bearing likewiie ibme parte of the coft, (for which 
he enters vpon his halfe fhare). When it is ^ly 
finifhed, the Falconer and his Mongrelly (or it may 
bee two Falconers ioyne in one,) but howibeuer, 
it is by them deuiied what Shire in England it is 
beft to forrage next : that / beeing iet downe, the 
Falconers deale either with a Herauld for a note 
of all the Knights and Gentlemens names of worth 
that dwell m that circuity which they meane to 
ride, or els by inquiry get the chiefeft of them, 
printing of ib many Epiftles as they haue names ; 
f epiftles Dedicatory being all one, and vary in 
nothing but in the tides of their patrons. 

Hauing thus fumifhed themfelues and packed 
Strange ^ ^^"* waTcs, away they trudge like 
havTidDg. tinckers, with a budget at one of their 
backes, or it may be the circle they meane to 
coniure in ihall not be out of London^ efpedzhy 
if it be Tearme-time, or when a Parliament is 
holden (for then they haue choiie of iweete-meats 
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to feed vppon.) If a gentleman feeing one of 
theie bookes Dedicated onely to his name, fu(peft 
it to be a baftard, that hath more fathers befides 
himfelfe, and to try that, does deferre the Pre* 
fenter for a day or two, (ending in the meane 
time (as ibme haue done) into Paules Church-yard 
amongft the ftationers, to inquire if any fuch worke 
be come forth, & if they cannot tell, then to fteppe 
to the Printers : Yet haue the Falconers a tricke to 
goe beyond fuch Hawkes too, for all they flye fo 
hie. And that is this : The bookes lye all at the 
Printers, but not one line of an epiftle to any of 
them (thoie bug-bears lurke in Tenebris) : if then 
the Spy that is fent by his Maifter, a(k why they 
haue no dedications to them, Mounfier Printer tels 
him, the author would not venture to adde any to 
them all, (iauing onely to that which was giuen 
to his Maifter,) vntiU it was knowne whether he 
could accept of it ot no. 

This (atisfies the Patron, this fetches money 
from him : and this CoTiens fiue hundred befides. 
Nay there bee othere Bird catchers that vie ftranger 
Quaile-pipes : you fhal haue fellowes, fbure or 
fiue in a contry, that buying vp any old Booke 
(efpecially a Sermon, or any other matter of 
Diuinity) that lies for waft paper, and is clean 
fotgotten, ad a new-printed Epiftle to it^ and with 
an Alphabet of letters which they cary about them. 
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being able to / print any mans names (for a Dedica* 
tion) on the fuddwiey tratuule vp and downe mofte 
Shires in Englad, and liue by this Hawking. 

Are we not excellent Falconers now? (quoth 
three half (hares) : excellent villwies cryed the 
deuils Deputy : by this the meate for dinner came 
finoaking in, ypon which they fell moft drannically, 
yet (for maners iake) ofiring firft, to the Balif of 
Belzeiui the vpper end of the table; but he 
fearing they would make a Hauke or a Buzzard 
of him too, and report they had ridden him like 
an Afle, as they had done others, out a doores 
hee flung with a vengeance as he came. 

O iacred Learning ! why dooft thou fuffer thy 
ieauen leaued tree, to be plucked by barbarous and 
moil vnhallowed handes? Why is thy beadfull 
Msuden-body, polluted like a flrumpets, 
ignortf ; Potea znd proflituted to beafUy and flauifli 
Ignorance? O thou Baft-broodey that 
nudLe the Mufes harlots^ yet iky they are your 
Mothers ? You Theeues of fVity Cheaiors of Arte, 
traitors of (chooles of Ltaminz: murderers of 



ScholUrs. M<M« worthy you are, to vndei^goe the 
Romane Furca like flaues, and to be branded ith 
fore-head deeper then they that forge teflaments 
to vndoe Orphants: Such doe but rob children 
of goods that may be loft : but you rob Schollers 
of their Fame, which is deerer then life. You are 
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not worth an Inuediue, not worthy to haue your 
names dropp out of a deieniing pen, you fliall 
onely bee executed in Pifture: (as they vfe to 
handle Mjaleh£toTS in France,) and the pidture 
(though it were drawne to be hung vp in another 
place) flial leaue you impudently-arrogat to your 
felues, and ignominioufly-ridiculous to after ages : 
in thefe coUours, are you drawne. 



The true pidure of thefe Falconers. 

There be Fellowes 

Of ctmrje and common bloud; Mechanicke ^^ntl!^ 
xnaues, ^^^ jfa^et. 

IVhoJe wits lye deeper buried then in graues^ 
And indeedejmell more earthy ; whoje creation 
Was I but to giue a Boote or Shooe goodfajbion. 
Tet theje (throwing by the Apron and the AwleJ 

Being drunck with their own wity cafi vp scrUnmus 
their gall indocti. doctig : 

Onely ofyncke : and in patchd^ ^gg^^ly Rimes^ 
(As full offowle corruption y as the Times) 
From towne to towne they ftrowle in Joule ^ as poore 
As tKare in clothes : yet thefe at euery doore^ 
Their labors Dedicate. But (as at Faires) 
Like Pedlars y they Jbew ftill one fort of wares 
Vnto all commers (withfomejllde oration J 
And thus to giue boohes^ now*s an occupation. 
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One booke hath feauen /core pairons : thus dejart 
Is cheated of her due : thus noble art 

Mtserum est ' 

^'u^? **■ Giues Ignorance (that common ftrumpet) 

place J 
^hus the true Jchollers name growes cheap 6f bafe. 

lacks of the Clock-houfe. 

A new and cunning drawing of money from 

Gentlemen. 

Chap. 6. 

THere is another Fratemitie of wandring 
Pilgrims who merrily call themielues lackes 
of the Clocke-houfe^ and are vcrry neere allyed to 
the Falconers that went a Hawking before. The 
Clarke of Erebus (et downe their names too in his 
Tables, with certain breefe notes of their praftiies : 
and thefe they are. 

The lacke of a Clocke-houfe goes vppon Screws, 
and his office is to do nothing but ftrike : {o does 
this noife, (for they walke vp and downe like 
Fidlers) trauaile with Motions ; and whatfbeuer 
their Motions get them, is called ftriking. 

Thofe Motions are certaine Colle^ions, or wittie 
Inuentions, fbme-times of one thing, and then of 
an other (there is a new one now in rime, in praife 
of the Fnion). And thefe are fairely written and 
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engrofled in Vellum, Parchement, or Roy all paper, 
richly adorned with / compardments, and iet out 
with letters both in gold and in various coullours. 
This labour being taken, the Maifter of the 
Motion hearkens where fuch a Nobleman, fuch 
a Lord, or fuch a Knight lyes, that is liberall: 
hauing found one to his liking. The Motion (with 
his Patrons name fairely texted out, in manner of 
a Dedication,) is preiented before him : he receiues 
it^ and thinking it to be a work onely vndertaken 
for his fake, is boimteous to the giuer, efteeming 
him a SchoUer, and knowing that not without 
great trauaile, hee hath drawne fo many Httle 
ftragling ftreames into fo faire and fmoothe a 
Riuer : whereas the Worke is the labour of (bme 
other (copied out by ftealth), he an impudent 
ignorant fellow, that runnes vp and downe with 
the Tranfcripts; and euery Ale-houfe may haue 
one of them (hanging in the bafeft drinking roome) 
if they will bee but at the charges of writing it 
out. Thus the liberallitie of a Nobleman, or of 
a Gentleman is abufed: thus learning is brought 
into fcorne and contempt : Thus men are cheated 
of their bountie, giuing much for that (out of 
their free mindes) which is common abroad, and 
put away for bafe prices. Thus villanie fome- 
times walkes alone, as if it were giuen to Melan- 
cholly, and fome-times knaues tie themfelues in 
D. III. 32 
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a knot, becaufe they may be more merry, as by 
a mad fort of Comrades whome I fee leaping into 
the Saddle, anon it will apeare. 

Rancke-Riders, 

l^he manner of Cozening hm-^ketpers. 
Poft-maifters and Hackny-men. 

Chap. 7. 

THere is a troope of Horfemen, that runne vp 
and downe the whole kingdome : they are 
euer in a gallop, their bufineflfe is weightie, their 
ioumies many, their / expences grcatc, their Innes 
euerie where, their lands no where : they haue 
onely a certaine Free-holde cald Tybeme (fcituate 
neere London, and many a faire paire of Gallowes 
in other Countries befides,) vppon which they Hue 
verie poorely till they dye, and dye for the mofte 
part wickedly, becaufe their Hues are viUanous and 
defperate. But what race fo euer they runne, there 
they end it, there they fet vp their reft, there is 
their laft halte, whether foeuer their ioumey lyes. 
And thefe horfemen haue no other names but 
ranck Riders. 

To fumifh whome foorth for any ioumey, they 
muft haue Riding futes cut out of thefe foure 
peeces. 
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1. The Inne-keeper or Hackney-man, of whome 
they haue hories, is cald A Colt. 

2. He that neuer alights ofF a rich Fanner or 
country Gentleman, till he haue drawne money 
from him, is called ^he Sn^ffie. 

3. The money io gotten, is ^he Ring. 

4. He that feedes them with mony is called The 
prtmander. 

Theie Ranck-riders (like Butchers to Rumford 
market) fildome goe vnder fixe or feauen in a 
company, and thefe Careeres they fetch. Their 
purfles being warmly lined with ibme purchaie 
gotten before, and they thefelues well booted and 
^ur'd, and in reafonable good outfides, arriue at 
the faireft Inne they can choofe, either in Weft- 
minfter, the Strand, the Cittie, or the Suburbes. 

Two of them who haue cloathes of purpofe 
to fitte the play, carrying the ihew of 
Gentlemen : the other aA their partes of BrideUng 

aoolt. 

in blew coates, as they were their 
Seruingmen, though indeede they be all fellowes. 
They enter all durted or dufHed (according as it 
(ball pleafe the high way to vie them) and the 
firfl bridle they put into the Colts mouth (thats to 
fay the Inkeepers) is at their comming in to a(ke 
alowde if the footeman be gone backe with the 
hories ? tis anfwered yes. Heere, the Ranck-riders 
lye three or foure daies^ fpending moderately 



> 
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enough^ yet abating / not a penny of any reckotH 
ing to (hew of what houfe they come : in w fpace 
their counterfeit followers leame what countryman 
the maifter of the houfe is, where the Hoftlars 
and Chamberlaines were borne, and what other 
countrie Gentlemen are guefts to the Inne ? which 
leflbns being prefently gotten by heart, they fal in 
ftuddy with the Generall rules of their knauene : 
and thofe are, firft to giue out, that their Maifter 
is a Gentleman of fuch and fuch meanes, in fuch 
a (hire (which fhall be fure to ftand ham enough 
from thofe places where any of the houfe, or of 
other guefts were borne,) that hee is come to 
receiue fo many hundred poundes vppon land 
which he hath (bide, and that hee meanes to Inne 
there ibme quarter of a yeare at leaft. 

This Brafte money pafting for currant through 
the houfe, hee is more obferued and better at- 
tended, is worftiipped at euerie word: and the 
eaiier to breake and bridle the Colt^ his JVorJbif 
will not fit downe to Dinner or fupper, dll the 
Maifter of the houfe be placed at the vpper end 
of the boord by him. 

In the middle of Supper, or eUe verie earely 
in the following morning, comes in a counterfeit 
footeman, fweatingly, deliuering a meflage that 
fuch a Knight hath fent for the head-Maifter of 
thefe Rancke-ryders, and that hee muft bee with 
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him by fuch an houre, the ioumey being not aboue 
twelue or foureteene miles. Vpon deliuerie of this 
meflage, (from io deere and noble a friend) he 
fweares and chafes, becaufe all his horfes are out 
of Towne, curfeth the fending of them backe, 
offers any money to haue himielfe, his couzen 
with him, and his me but reaibnably horft. Mine 
hoft being a credulous AfTe, fullers them all to 
get vppe vpon him, for hee prouides them horfes 
either of his owne (thinking his Gueft to be a 
man of great accompte, and beeing loath to loofe 
him, becaufe hee ^nds well) or elfe fendes out to 
hire them of his neighbours, paffing his word for 
their forthcomming / with in a day or two. Vp 
they get and away Gallop our Ranck-riders, as 
far as the poore lades can carry them. 

The two daies being ambled out of the worlde, 
and perhaps three more after them, yet neither 
a fupply of Horfe-men or Foote-men, (as was 
promifed) to be fet eye vppon. The lamentable 
In-keeper (or Hackney man, if he chance to be 
Sadled for this ioumey too) loofe their Colts teeth, 
and finde that they are made olde arrant lades: 
Search, then runnes vp and downe like a Conftable 
halfe out of his wittes (vppon a Shroue-tuefday) 
and hue and cry followes after, ibme twelue or 
foureteene miles off, (round about London) ; which 
was the fartheft of their ioumey as they gaue out. 
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But (alas \) the faorics are at paftnrc foure (core or 
a hundred miles from their olde mangers: they 
were Could at ibme blinde drunken theeuifh faire, 
(there beeing enow of tfaem m company to hsxt 
themielues, by their Toll-booke,) the Seruing-men 
caft off their blew coates, and cried All fellowes : 
the money is fpent rpon wine, vpon whores, 
vpon fidlersy ypo fodes (by whom they wil loofe 
nothing) and the tyde beeing at an ebbe, they are 
as ready to praftiie their ikill in horie-manfliip to 
bring G>ltes to the iaddle in that Towne, aiKl to 
make Nags run a race di three-fcore or a hundred 
miles of from that place, as before they did from 
London. 

Running at the Ring. 

THus, (b long as HorfejUfli can make them 
fat, they neuer leaue feeding. But when 
they haue beaten fo many high-wsues in feuerall 
countries, that they feare to be ouer taken by 
Tracers^ then (like Soldiers comming from a 
Breach) they march faire & (bftly on foo^ lying 
in garriibn as it were, clofe in ibme out townes, tU 
the foule Rumor of their Villanies (like a. ftormy 
durty winter) be blown ouer : In which time of 
lurking in ^ (hel, they are not idle neither, but 
like fnailes they venture abroad tho the / law hath 
threatned to rain downe neuer (o much puniftimet 
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vpon them : and what do they ? they are not bees, 
to Hue by their owne painfull labors, but Drones 
that muft eat vp the fweetnefle, and be fedde with 
the earnings of others : This therefore is their 
worke. They carelefly inquire what gentleman of 
worthy or what rich Farmers dwell within fiue, 
fix or feauen miles of the Fort where they are 
infconc'd (which they may do without fufpition) 
and hauing gotte their names, they fingle out 
themfelues in a morning, and each man takes a 
feuerall path to himfelfe : one goes Eaft, one H^eft^ 
one North, and the other South : walking either 
in bootes with wandes in their handes, or other 
wife, for it is all to one purpofe. And note this 
by the way, that when they trauell thus on foot, 
they are no more call'd Ranck-riders but Strowkrs ; 
a proper name giuen to Country platers, that (with- 
out Socks) trotte from towne to towne vpon the 
hard hoofe. 

Being arriu'd at the Gate where the Gentleman 
or Farmer dwelleth, he boldly knocks, inquiring 
for him by name, and fteppes in to fpeake with 
him : the feruant feeing a faftiionable peribn, tells 
his Maifler there is a Gentleman defires to fpeake 
with him : the maifler comes and falutes him, but 
eying him well, faies he does not know him : No 
Sir, replies the other (with a face bolde ynough) 
it may be fo, but I pray you. Sir, will you walke 
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a tume or two in your Orchard or Garden, I 
would there conferre: Hauing got him thether, 
to this tune he plaies vppon him. 

How thejnaffie is put tm. 

Sir, I am a Gentleman, borne to better meanes 
then my prefent fortunes doe allow me : I 
ferued in the field, and had commaunde there, 
but long peace (you knowc Sir) is the Cancker 
that eates vp Souldiers, and fo it hath mee. I lie 
heere not far off, in the Country at mine Inne, 
where ftaying vppon the difpatch/of fome bufi- 
nefle, I am indebted to the houfe in moneys, fo 
that I cannot with the credit of a Gentleman 
leaue the houfe till I haue paide them. Make mee 
fir fo much beholden to your loue as to lend me 
fortye or fiftie fhilings to beare my horfe and 
my felfe to London ; from whence within a day 
or two, I fhall fend you many thanks with a 
faithful repayment of your curtefie. 

The honeft Gentleman, or the good natur'd 
Farmer beholding a perfonable man, fafhionably 
attir d, and not carrying in outward coullors, the 
face of a cogging knaue, giues credit to his words, 
is forry that they are not at this prefent time fo 
well fumifiied as they could wifh, but if a matter 
of twenty (hillings can ftead him, he fhall com- 
maund it, becaufe it were pittie any honeft 
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Gentleman fhould for (o fmall a matter mifcarry. 
Happilye they meete with fome Chap-men that 
gtue them their owne adcing; but howfbeuer, all 
is filh that comes to net ; they are the moft con- 
fcionable market folkes that euer rode betweene 
two panierSy for from fortie they will fall to 
twentie, from twenty to ten, from ten to fiue: 
nay thefe mountibanckes are (b bafe, that they 
are not afhamed to take two (hillings of a platne 
huibandman, and ibmetimes fixe pence (which the 
other giues fimply and honeftly) of whome they 
demaunded a whole fifteene. 

In this manner doe they digge filuer out of 
mens purfes, all the day, and at night meet 
together at the appointed RenJeuouz; where all 
these Snaffles are loofed to their full length, the 
Ringes which that day they haue made are wome. 
The Prouender is praifed or difpraifed, as they 
finde it in goodnefle, but it goes downe all, whilft 
they laugh at all. 

And thus does a Common-wealth bring vp 
children, that care not how they difcredit her, or 
vndoe her : who would imagine that Birdes {o 
faire in fhewe, and {0 fweete in voice, fhould be 
fo dangerous in condition? but Rauens thinke 
canyon the daintieft meate, and villains / efteeme 
moft of that money which is purchaft by bafenes. 

The Vnder Sheriffe for the county of the Caco* 

2>- in. ZZ 
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demdSy knowing into what arrearages thefe Rank- 
riders were ciLinne for horfe-flefh to his maifter, (of 
whome he farmed the office) (ent out his writs to 
attach them, and fo narrowly purfued th^ that 
for all they were wel horft, fome he (ent poft to 
the gallowes, and the reft to feuerall tayles : After 
which, making all the haft he pofibly could to get 
to London agaune, he was way-layd by an army 
of a ftrange & new found people. 

Moone men. 

A dijcouery of a ftrange wild people^ very dangerous 
to townes and country villages. 

CHAP. VIII. 

AMoone-^man fignifies in Engliih, a mad-man, 
becaufe the Moone hath greateft domination 
(aboue any other Planet) ouer the bodies of Fran- 
tick perfons. But thefe Moone-tncn (whofe Images 
are now to be earned) are neither abiblutely mad, 
not yet perfeftely in their w&ta Their name they 
borrow from the Moone, becaufe as the Moone 
is neuer in one fhape two nights together, but 
wanders vp & downe Heauen, like an Anticke, 
fo thefe changeable-fhiiFe-companions neuer tary 
one day in a place, but are the onely, and the 
onely bafe Ronnagats vpon earth. And as in the 
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Moone there is a man, that neuer ftirres without 
a bufh of thomes at his backe, ib thefe Moone- 
men lie vnder bufhes, & are indeed no better then 
Hedge creepers. 

They are a people more icattred then lewes, 
and more hated: beggerly in apparell, barbarous 
in condition, beaftly in behauior : and bloudy if 
they meete aduatage. A man that iees them 
would iweare they had all the yellow ^^hat 
lawndis, or that they were Tawny 
Moores baftardes, for no Red-oaker man caries 
a face of a more filthy / complexion ; yet are they 
not borne lb, neither has the Sunne burnt them {o^ 
but they are painted fo : yet they are not good 
painters neither, for they do not make faces, but 
marre faces. By a by-name they are called Gipfies, 
they call themfelues Egiptians, others in mockery 
call them Mbone-men. 

If they be Egiptians, fiire I am they neuer 
difcended from the tribes of any of thofc people 
that came out of the Land of Egypt: Ptolomy 
(King of the Egiptians) I warrant neuer called 
diem his Subiefts: no nor Pharao before him. 
Looke what difference there is betweene a ciuell 
cittizen of IXiblin & a wilde Irifh Kerne, {6 much 
difference there is betweene one of thefe counter- 
feit Egiptians and a true Englifh Begger. An 
Englifh Roague is iufl of the fame liuery. 
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They are commonly an army about foore-icore 

Hisoixicrin ft«>ng. X^t they neuer march with all 

f<S2:tr ?fnSSg their bagges and baggages together, but 

open horse, ^jjj^g boot-halcrs) they forrage vp and 

downe countries, 4. 5. or 6. in a company. As 
the fwizer has his wench and his Cocke with him 
whe he goes to the warres, {q thefe vagabonds 
haue their harlots, with a number of litle children 
following at their heeles : which young brood of 
Beggers, are fometimes cartied (like fo many gi^ene 
geefe aliue to a market) in payres of panieres, or 
in doflTers like fresh-iifh from Rye ^ comes on 
horfebacke, (if they be but infants.) But if they 
can ftradle once, then afwell the fhee-roagues as the 
hee-roagues are horft, feauen or eight v{>on one iade, 
ftrongly pineond, and ftrangely tyed together. 

One Shire alone & no more is fure ftil at one 
time, to haue thefe Egiptian lice (warming within 
it, for like flockes of wild-geefe, they will euermore 
fly one after another : let them be fcattred worfe 
then the quarters of a traitor are after hees hang'd 
drawne and quartred, yet they haue a tricke (like 
water cut with a fwoord) to come together in- 
ftantly and eafily againe : and this is their pollicy, 
which way (beuer the formoft ranckes lead, they / 
fticke vp fmall boughes in feuerall places, to euery 
village where they pafTe ; which ierue as eniignes 
to waft on the reft. 
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Their apparell is od, and phantafticke, tho it be 
neuer {o full of rents : the men weare 

- ^ ^ His Furniture. 

Icarfes of Callico, or any other bafe 
ftufie, hanging their bodies like Morris-dancers, 
with bels, & other toyes, to intice the coQtrey 
people to flocke about them, and to wounder at 
their fooleries or rather rancke knaueryes. The 
women as ridiculoufly attire themfelues, and (like 
one that plaies the Roague on a ftage) weare rags, 
and patched filthy mantles vpermoft, when the 
vnder garments are hanfome and in fafhion. 

The battailes thefe Out-lawes make, are many 
and very bloudy. Whofoeuer falles into ^is manner 
their hands neuer efcapes aliue, & fo ^^^'^^ 
cruell they are in thefe murders, that nothing can 
fatisfie the but the very heart-bloud of thofe 
whom they kill. And who are they (thinke you) 
that thus go to the pot ? AlaiTe ! Innocent Lambs, 
Sheep, Gdues, Pigges, &c. Poultrie-ware are more 
churlifhly handled by them, the poore prifoners are 
by keepers in the counter it'h Poultry. A goofe 
comming amongfk them leames to be wife, that 
hee neuer wil be Gooie any more. The bloudy 
tragedies of al thefe, are only afted by ^ Wome, 
who carrying long kniues or Skeanes vnder their 
mantles, do thus play their parts : The Stage is 
fome large Heath : or a Firre bufli Common, far 
from any houfes ; Vpo which cafting them-felues 
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into a Ring, they inclofe the Murdered, till the 
M aflTacre be finiihed. If any paflenger come by, 
and wondring tg fee fuch a coiuring circle kept 
by Hel*houde8, demaund what fpirits they raife 
there ? one of the Murderers fteps to him, poyibns 
him w fweete wordes and fhifts htm off, with this 
lye, ^ one of the wome is falne in labour* But if 
any xnzi^Halet hearing this, fmell villanie, & rufh 
in by violence to fee what the tawny Diuels are 
dooing, the they excufe the faft, lay the blame on 
thofe that are the Adtors, & perhaps (if they fee/ 
no remedie) deliuer them to an officer, to be had 
to punifhment : But by the way a refcue is iiirely 
laid ; and very valiandy (tho very villanoujQy) do 
they fetch them oiF, & guard them. 

The Cabbines where thefe Land-pyrates lodge 
in the night, are the Out-bames of Farmers & 
Hufbandmen, (in (bme poore Village or other) 
who dare not deny them, for feare they fhould 
ere morning haue their thatched houfes burning 
about their eares : in thefe Barnes, are both their 
Cooke-roomes, their Supping Parlors, and their 
Bed-chambers : for there they drefle after a beaftly 
manner, what foeuer they purchaft after a theeuiih 
fafluon : ibmetimes they eate Veniibn, & haue 
Greyhoundes that kill it for the, but if they had 
not, they are Houndcs them-felues & are damnable 
Hunters after flefh : Which appeares by their vgly- 
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fac'd queanes that follow them : with whom m 
theie bames they lie, as Swine do together in 
Hogfties. 

Thefe Barnes are the beds of Incefts, Whore- 
domes, Adulteries, & of all other blacke 
and deadly - damned Impieties ; here whilst he ues 
growes the Curfed Tree of Baftardiey 
that is (o fruitfull: here are writte the Bookes of 
al BlafphemieSy Swearings & Cur/eSj ^ are fo dread- 
fuU to be read* Yet the (imple country-people 
will come running out of their houfes to gaze vpo 
them, whilft in the meane time one fteales into the 
next Roome, and brings away whatibeuer hee can 
lay hold on. Vpon daies of paftime & libertie, 
they Spred them-felues in final companies ^^hat peeces 
amSgft the Villages: and when young SLSi^^* 
maids & batchelers (yea ibmetimes old "^^^"^ ^• 
doting fooles, that ihould be beate to this world 
of villaniesy & forewarn others) do flock about the : 
they then profefle (kil in Palmeftry, & (foriboth) 
can tel fortunes : which for the moft part are 
infallibly true, by reaibn that they worke vppon 
rules, which are grouded vpon certainty : for one 
of them wil tel you that you ihal fhortly haue 
fome euill luck fal vpon you, & within halfe an 
houre after you fhal find your pocket pick'd, or your 
purfe / cut. Thefe are thofe Egiptian Grajhoppers 
that eate vp the fi-uites of the Earth, and deftroy 
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the poore come fieldes : to fweepe whofe fwannes 
out of this kingdome, there are no other meanes 
but the (harpnes of the moft infamous & bafeft 
kinds of puniihment. For if the vgly body of this 
Monfter be fuflred to grow & fatten it felfe with 
miichiefs and diibrder, it will haue a neck ft> 
Sinewy & {o brawny, that the arme of ^ law will 
haue much ado to ftrike of ^ Head, fithence euery 
day the mebers of it increafe, & it gathers new 
ioints & new forces by Priggers^ Anglers y CheatorSj 
MartSy Yeomens Daughters (that haue taken ibme 
by blowes, & to auoid ihame, fall into their Sinnes:) 
and other Seruants both men & maides that haue 
beene pilferers, with al the reft of that Damned 
Regiment, marching together in ^ firft Army of 
the BelUmaHy who running away from theyr own 
Coulours (w are bad ynough) feme vndcr theie, 
being the worft. Lucifer s Lan^prizado that ftood 
aloof to behold the muftrings of thefe Hell-houds, 
took delight to fee them Double their Fyles to 
nimbly, but held it no poUicy to come neere the 
(for the Diuell him-ielfe durft icarce haue done 
that.) Away therefore hee gallops, knowing that 
i^t one time or other they would all come to fetch 
their pay in Hell. 
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The Infedion 

Of the Suburbs. 
Chap. IX. 

THe Infernall Fr<moter beeing wearied w 
riding vp & downe the Q>untry, was glad 
when he had gotten the Citty ouer his head, but 
the Citty being not able to hold him within the 
freedome, becaufe he was a Forreiner, the gates 
were fette wide open for him to pafle through, & 
into the Suburbes hee went. And what (aw hee 
there ? More Ale-houfes than there are Tauemes 
in all Spayne & France. Are they fo dry in 
the Suburbs^ Yes, pockily dry. What (aw he 
befides ? 

Hee / faw the dores of notorious Carted BawdeSy 
(like Hell-gates) ftand night and day 
wide open, with a paire of Harlots in die pout lania 
TafFata gownes (like two painted pofts) 
gamiihing out thofe dores, beeing better to the 
houfe then a Double figne : when the dore of a 
poore Artificer (if his child had died but ^ one 
Toke of death about him) was clofe ram'd vp 
and Guarded for feare others fhould haue beene 
infedted: Yet the plague that a Whore-houfe layes 
vpo a Citty is worfe, yet is laughed at: if not 
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laughed at, yet not look*d into, or if look'd into, 
Winched at. 

The Tradeirnan hauing his houfe lockd vp^ 
loofeth his cuftomers, is put from worke and 
vndone : whilft in the meane time the ftrumpet is 
iet on worke and maintained (perhaps) by thole that 
vndoe the other: giue thankes O wide mouth'd 
Hell ! laugh iMcifer at this^ Dance for ioy all you 
Diuells. 

Belzebub keepes the Regifter booke, oi 2I ^ 
Bawdes, Panders & Curtizans : & hee knowes, 
that theie Suburb finners haue no landes to liue 
vpon but their legges : euery prentice pafling by 
them, can (ay. There Jits a whore : Without putting 
them to their booke they will fweare (o much 
themielues : if ib, are not G)unftables, Church- 
wardens, Baylifles, Beadels & other Officers, Pillars 
and Pillowes to all the villanies, that are by thefe 
committed ? Are they not parcell-Bawdes to winck 
at fuch damned abufes, confidering they haue 
whippes in their owne handes, and may draw 
bloud if they pleafe? Is not the Land-lord of 
fuch rentes the Graund-Bawde ? & the Dore 
Keeping miftrefle of fuch a houfe of finne, but 
his Vnder-Bawd ? fithence hee takes twenty pounds 
ret euery yeare, for a vaulting fchoole (which fro 
no Artificer liuing by the hardneile of the hand 
could bee worth fiue pound.) And that twenty 
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pound rent, hee knowes muft bee preft out of 
petticoates: his money fmeUs of fin: the very 
filuer lookes pale, becaufe it was earned by luft. 

How happy therefore were Citties if they had 
no Suburbes, fithence they feme but as caues, 
where monfters are / bred vp to deuowre the 
Citties them-felues ? Would the Diuell hire a 
villaine to ipil bloud? there he fhall finde him. 
One to blafpheme? there he hath choice. A 
Pandar that would court a matron at her praiers ? 
hees there. A cheator that would tume his owne 
father a begging ? Hees there too : A harlot that 
would murder her new-borne Infant? Shee lies 
in there. 

What a wretched wombe hath a ftrumpet, which 
being (for the moft) barren of Children, is not- 
withftading the onely Bedde that breedes vp theie 
ferpents ? vpo that one ftalke grow all thefe mis- 
chiefes. Shee is the Cockatrice that hatcheth all 
thefe ^ges of euills. When the Diuell takes the 
Anatomy of all danable finnes, he lookes onely 
vpon her body. Whe fie dies, he fits as her 
Coroner. When her ibule comes to hell, all 
(hunne that there, as they flie from a body ftruck 
with the plague here. She hath her dore-keeper, 
and Jbe herfelfe is the Diuells chaber-maide. And 
yet for all this, that ihee's (b dangerous and deteft- 
able, when ihe hath croak'd like a Raue on the 
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Eues, then comes (he into die hooie like a Doue. 
When her vilianies (like the mote about a caftle) 
are rancke, thicke, and muddy, with ftanding long 
together, then (to purge herielf) is fi)e dreincd out 
of the Suburbes (as though her corruption were 
there left behind her) and as a cleere ftreame is 
let into the Citty. 

What armor a harlot weares comming out of the 
Suhirbes to befiege the Citty within the wals, 

VPon what perch then does (he fit ? what part 
plaies (he then? onely the Puritane. If 
before (he ru(Red in dikes, now is (he more ciuilly 
attird then a Mid-wife. If before (he (waggred in 
Tauemes, now with the Snaile (he (Urreth not out 
of dores. And where muft her lodging be take vp, 
but in the houfe of (bme cittize, whofe known 
reputation, (he borrowes (or rather fteales) putting 
it on as a cloake to couer her deformities ? Yet 
eue in that, hath (he an art too, for he (halbe 
of fuch a profeflion, that all comers /may enter, 
without the dager of any eyes to watch the. As 
for example Jbe wil lie in (bme Scriueners houje^ 
& fo vnder the coUour of conuning to haue a 
Bond made, (he herfelfe may write Nouerint 
vniuerjt. And tho the law threaten to hit her 
neuer (b often, yet hath (he fubtile defences to 
ward off the blowes. For, if Gallants haut the 
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houie, then fpreds (he thefe coUours \ Jbe \s 2l 
captaine or a Iteutenats wife in the Low-coUtries^ 
& they come with letters, from the ibuldier her 
huiband. If Marchants reibrt to her, then hoiftes 
fhe vp thefe fay Us j (he is wife to the Maifter of a 
fhippe, & they bring newes f her hu(bad put in 
at the Stray tes^ or at Venice^ at AleppOy Alexandria^ 
or Scanderoofij &c. If Jbop keepers come to her, 
with what do you lack^ in their mouthes, the fhe 
takes vp fuch & fuch commodities, to fend them 
to Rye, to Briftow, to Yorke, &c. where her 
huiband dwells. But if the ftreame of her fortunes 
runne low, and that none but Apronmen lanch forth 
there then keepes fhe a poUitick tempflers fhop, 
or fhe flarches them. 

Perhaps fhee is fb pollitick, that none fhalbe 
noted to board her : if fb, then fhe fdles 
vpo thefe points of the copafTe : fb fbone punck lulng- 
as euer fhe is rig'd, and al her furniture 
on, forth fhe lancheth into thofe flreetes that 
are mofl frequeted : where the firfl man that fhe 
meetes of her acquaintance, fhal (without much 
pulling) get her into a Taueme : out of him fhe 
kijfes a breakefafl & then leaues him : the next 
fhe meetes, does vpon as eafie pullies, draw her to 
a Taueme againe ; out of him fhe cogs a dinner, 
& then leaues him : the third mzxiy /quires her to a 
play, w being ended, & the wine oflred & taken 
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(for flic's no Recuiant, to rcfufe any thing) him 
(he leaues too : and being (et vpon by a fourth, 
him flie anfwers at his own weap5, fups with 
him, & drincks Vpfie Freeze^ til the clok ftrildng 
Twelue, and the Drawers being drowzy, away 
they march arme in arme, being at euery foot- 
ftep fearful to be iet vpo by the Band of 
Halberdiers^ that lie fcowting in rug gownes 
to cut of iiich mid-night ftraglers. But the 
word / being giuen, & who goes there^ with come 
before the ConftabU^ being fliot at them, they vidle 
preiendy & come, flie taking vpon her to anfwer 
al the Bil-men and their Leader^ betweene whome 
& her, iiippofe you heare this fleepy Dialogue : 
where haue you bin (o late ? ai /upper forfooth 
with my vncle here (if he be wel bearded) or with 
$i$y brother (if the haire bee but budding forth) and 
he is bringing me home. Are you married? yes 
forfooth : whats your hufl)and ? fuch a Noble-mans 
man, or fuch a luftices Clarke^ (And then name ibme 
Alderman of London, to whom flie perfwades 
herfelfe, one or other of the bench of browne 
biUes are beholding) where lye you? At fuch a 
mans houfe: Sic tenues euanefcit in Auras', and 
thus by flopping the Q>nftables mouth with fiigar- 
plummes (thats to fay,) whilft flie poiibns him with 
fweete wordes, the punck vaniflieth. O Lanthorne 
and Candle-light y how art thou made a blinde Aile ? 
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becaufe thou haft but one eye to fee withall : Be 
not (o guld, bee not fo dull in vnderftanding : do 
thou but follow aloofe thofe two tame Pigeons, & 
thou (halt finde that her new Fncle lies by it al 
that night, to make his kinfe-woman one of mine 
yiunts : or if ihee bee not in trauell all night, they 
fpend ibme halfe an houre together : but what doe 
they ? marry, they doe that, which the Conftable 
fhould haue done for them both in the ftreetes, 
thats to fay commity commit^ 

You Guardians ouer fo great a PrinceflTe as the 
eldeft daughter of King Brutus : you twice twelue 
fathers and gouernours ouer the Nobleft Cittie, why 
are you (6 careful to plant Trees to beautifie your 
outward walks, yet fufler the goodlieft garden 
(within) to be ouer-run with ftincking weedes? 
You are the proining kniues that fhould loppe off 
fuch idle, fuch vnprofitable and fuch deftroying 
branches from the Vine: The beames of your 
Authoritie ihould purge the ayre of fuch infec- 
tion: your breath of luftice fhould fcatter thofe 
foggy vapors, and driue them out of your gates 
as chafle tolTed abroad by the windes. 

But / flay : is our walking fpirit become an 
Orator to perfwade? no, but the Bel-man of 
London with whom he met in this perambula- 
tion of his, and to whom hee betraied himfelfe 
& opened his very bofome, (As hereafter you 
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fhall heare,) is bould to take vpon him that 
(peakers Office. 

Of Ginglers. 

Or the knauery of Horje-Courjers in 
Smith-field di/couered. 

CHAP. X. 

AT the end of fierce battailes, the onely Ren- 
deuouz for lame fouldiers to retire vnto, 
is an Hofpitall : and at the end of a long Pro- 
greflfe, the onely ground for a tyred lade to runne 
in, is ibme blind country fure, where he may be 
fure to be ibid. To thefe Markets of vnwhole- 
ibme Horie-flefti, (like {o many Kites to feede 
vpon Carion) doe all the Horfe-couHers (that 
rooft about the Citty) flie one after another. And 
whereas in buying all other commodities, men 
ftriue to haue the beft, how great (o euer the 
price be, onely the Horfe-courler is of a bafer 
minde, for the woorft horf-fleih (fo it be cheape) 
does beft goe downe with him. He cares for 
nothing but a fayre out-fide, and a hanibme (hape 
(like thofe that hyre whores, though there be a 
hundred difeafes within) : he (as the other) ventures 
vpon the all. 

The firft leflfon, therefore, that a Horie-couHer 
takes out, when he comes to one of thefe Markets, 
is to make choyce of fuch Nags, Geldings, or 
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Mares, efpecially, as are fatte, fayre, and well- 
fauor'd to the eye: and becauie men delight to 
behold beautifuU coiillors, and that ibme coulours 
are more delicate (euen in beafts) then others are, 
he will io neere as he can, bargaine for thofe 
horfes that haue the daintiefi: complexion : as the 
Milke- white, the Gray, the Dapple-Gray, the G>le 
blacke with his proper markes (as the white ftarre 
in the forehead, the white /heele, &c.) or the 
bright Bay, with the like proper markes alio. 
And the goodlier proportion ^ beaft carries or 
the fayrer markes or coulour that hee beares, are 
or ought to bee watch-words as it were to him 
that afterwards buyes him of the horie-courier, 
that he bee not coozend with an ouer-price for a 
bad peny-worth : becaufe fuch Horfes (belonging 
for the mod part to Gentlemen) are feldome or 
neuer iblde away, but vpon ibme fowie quality, 
or ibme incurable difeafe, which the Beail is falne 
into. The Beil coulours are therefore the beil 
Cloakes to hide thofe faults that moil disiigure 
a Horfe: and next vnto coulour, his Pace doth 
often-times deceiue and goe beyond a very quick 
Judgement. 

Some of thefe Hor/e-hunterSy are as nimble 
Knaues in finding out the infirmities of a lade, 
as a Barber is in drawing of teeth: and albeit 
(without cailing his water) hee does more readily 
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reckon vp all the Aches, Crampes, Crickes, and 
whatibeuer difeafe elfe lyes in his bones^ and for 
thofe difeafes feemes vtterly to diflike him ; yet if 
by looking vpon the Dyall within his mouth, he 
finde that his yeares haue ftruck but fiue, fixe, or 
feauen, and that he prooues but young, or that 
his difeafes are but newly growing vpon him, if 
they be outward ; or haue but hayre and (kin to 
hide them, if they bee inward; let him iweare 
neuer {o damnably that it is but a lade, yet he 
will be fure to feften vpon him. 

So then, a Hor/c-courjer to the Merchant^ (that 
out of his found iudgement buyes the fairefl, the 
befl-bred, and the noblefl Horfes, felling them 
againe for breede or ieruice, with plainnefTe and 
honefly,) is as the Cheator to the faire Gamefier : 
hee is indeed a meere ladiih Nonopolitane^ and 
deales for none but tyred, tainted, dull, and 
difeafed horfes. By which meanes, if 
of a Horse- his piAure bee drawne to the life, you 

courser 

fhall finde euery Horfe-courfer for the 
mofl part to bee in quality a coozener, by pro- 
feflion a knaue, by his cunning a Varlet, in fayres 
a Hagling Chapman, in the Citty a G>gging 
difTembler, and / in Smith-field a common for- 
fwome Villaine. Hee will fweare any thing, but 
the fafler hee iweares, the more danger tis to 
beleeue him : In one forenoone, and in felling a 
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lade not worth fiue Nobles, will hee forfweare 
himielfe fifteene times, and that forfwearing too 
ihall bee by Equtuocation. As for example, if an 
ignorant Chapman .comming to beate the price, 
(ay to the Horie-courfer, your nagge is verie olde, 
~-or thus many yeares olde, and reckon ten or 
twelue : hee claps his hand preiently on the 
buttocke of the beaft, and praies he may bee 
damb'd if the Horfe be not vnder fiue, meaning 
not that the hoHe is vnder fiue yeares of age, 
but that he ftandes vnder fiue of his fingers, when 
his hand is clap'd vppon him. Thefe Hor/e-cour/ers 
are called lynglers^ and thefe lyngUrs hauing laide 
out their money on a company of lades at ibme 
drunken fayre, vp to London they driue them, 
and vppon the Market day into Smithfield brauely 
come they prauncing. But leaft their lades (hould 
ihew too many horie trickes in Smith-field, before 
(o greate an Audience as commonly refbrt thither, 
their maifters doe therefore Schoole them at home 
after this manner. 

How a Horfe-courfer workes vpon a lade in his 

own St able J to make him Jeruiceable for 

a couzening Race in Smith-field. 

THe Glanders in a horie is io filthy a diieafe, 
diat he who is troubled with it, can neuer 
keep his nofe deane : io that when fuch a foule- 
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noied lade happens to feme a Horfe-courfer. 

hee hath more ftrange pils (then a 

courser may Pothccaric makes) for the purging of 

chap-man his head : he knowes that a hone with 

thai hath the fuch a qualttie, is but a bcaftly com- 

Glandere, . . 

panion to trauell vppon the high way 
with anye Gentleman. 

Albeit therefore that the Glanders haue played 
with his Nofe fo long, that hee knowes not how 
to mend himfelfe, / but that the difeafe beeing 
fufFered to runne vppon him many yeares to- 
gether, is grown inuincible, yet hath our Tingling 
Mountibancke Smithfield-rider a tncke to cure 
him, fiue or fixe waies, and this is one of them. 

In the verie morning when hee is to bee rifled 
away amongft the Gamfters in Smithfield, before 
hee thruft his head out of his Maifters Stable, the 
Horfe-courfer tickles his nofe (not with a Pipe 
of Tobacco) but with a good quantitie of the beft 
Neeiing powder that can bee gotten : which with 
a quil being blown vp into the Noflrills, to make 
it worke the better, he (lands poaking there vp 
and downe with two long feathers plucked from 
the wing of a Goofe, they beeing dipt in the iuice 
of Garlick, or in any ftrong oyle, and thruft vp to 
the verie top of his head, io farre as poflibly they 
can reach, to make the pore dumbe beaft auoide 
the filth from his noftrils ; which hee will doe in 
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great aboundance : this being done, he comes to 
him with a new medicine for a (icke horfe, and 
mingling the iuyce of Bruzed Garlike, fharpe 
biting Muftard, and ftrong Ale together, into both 
the Noftrils (with a Home) is powred a good 
quantitie of this filthy Broth ; which by the hand 
being held in by (lopping the noftrils dofe to- 
gether, at length with a little neezing more, his 
nofe will be cleaner then his Maifters the Horfe- 
courfer, and the filth bee (o Artificially ftop'd that 
for eight or ten houres a lade will holde vp his 
head with the prowdeft Gelding that gallops 
fcornefully by him, and neuer haue neede of 
wiping. 

This is one of the Comedies a G>mmon horfe- 
couHer playes by himfelfe at home, but if when 
hee comes to adt the iecond part abroad, you 
would difgrace him, and haue him hiflfd at for not 
playing the Knaue well, then handle him thus: 
If you fuipedt that the Nagge which he would 
lade you with, bee troubled with that or any 
other fuch like difeafe, gripe him hard about the 
wefand pipe, clofe toward the roofe of the tongue, 
and holding him /there fo long and (o forcibly, 
that he cough twice or thrice, if then (after you 
let goe your holde) his chappes begin to walke 
as if he were chewing downe a Horfe-loafe, fhake 
hands with old Mounjier Cauiliero Horf-Courfer^ 
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but clap no bargain vpon it, for his lade is as full 
of infirmitie, as the maifter of Villanie. 

Other Gambols that Hor/e-^our/ers praSife 

vpon Fowndred HorfeSj 

olde lades ^ &r. 

Smithfield is the ftage upon which the Alouti- 
hank Englijh Horje-courjer aduancing his 
'banner, defies any diieafe that dares touch his 
Prancer : Inibmuch that if a horfe be {6 olde, as 
that foure legs can but cany him, yet (hall he 
beare the markes of an Nag not aboue fixe or 
feauen yeares of age ; & that counterfeit badge 
of youth, he weares thus : The Hor/e^our/er with 
a fmal round yro made very hot, bumes two black 
holes in the top of the two out-moft teeth of each 
fide the out-fide of the Horfes mouth vpon the 
nether teeth, & fo likewife of the teeth of the vpper 
chap, which ftand oppofite to ^ nether, the qual- 
litie of which marks is to fhew that a horfe is but 
yong: but if the iade be (o old that thofe teeth 
are dropt out of his head, the is there a tricke 
ftill to be fumbling about his olde chaps, & in 
that ftroaking his chin, to pricke his lips doiely 
with a pin or a naile, till they be fo tender, that 
albeit he were a giuen horfe none could bee fullered 
to looke him in the mouth (which is one of the 
beft Calenders to tell his age) but a reafonable 
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fighted eie (without helpe of fpeAacles) may eaiily 
difcouer this luglingi becaufe it is gtx>(re and 
common. 

If now a Horfe (hauing beene a fore Traimler) 
happe by falling into a colde fweate to bee 
Foundred, io that (as if hee were drunck or had 
the ftaggers) hee can icarce ftand on his legges, 
then will his maifter, before hee enter into the lifts 
of the field againft all commers, put him into a 
villanous chafing, by ryding him vp and downe / 
a quarter or halfe an houre, till his limbes bee 
thoroughly heated ; and this hee does^ becaufe fo 
long as hee can difcharge that falie fire, or that 
(being fo coUerickly hotte) hee tramples onely 
vppon (oft ground, a very cuning Horjema flial 
hardly find where his fhoo wrings him, or that 
hee is Fowndred. And (to blinde the eyes of the 
Chapman) the Iiorfe'<ourfer will bee euer tickling 
of him with his wand, becaufe hee may not by 
ftanding ftill like an Afie, (hew of what houfe hee 
comes. 

If a Horje come into the fielde (like a lame 
ibldier) Halting, hee has not Crutches made for 
him, as the ibldier hath, but becaufe you fliall 
thinke the Hor/es fliooemaker hath feru'd him like 
a lade, by not fitting his foote well^ the fhooe (hall 
bee take ofi^ purpofdy from that foote which halts, 
as though it had beene loft by chance : And to 
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proue this^ witnefles (hall come in, if at leaft 
twenty or thirty damnable oathes can be take, 
that the want of the Shooe is onely the caufe of 
his Halting. But if a Horfe cannot be luftie at 
legges, by reafon that either his hoofes bee not 
good, or that there be Splents, or any other Eye- 
/ore about the nether loynt, the Horf-cour/er vfes 
him then as Cheating Swaggerers handle Nouices : 
what they cannot winne by the Dyce, they will 
haue by FouU play : & in that foule manner 
deales hee with the poore horfe, ryding him vp 
and downe in the thickeft & the durtieft places, 
till that durt, like a ruffled boote drawne vppon 
an ill-fauor'd gowtie legge, couer the lades infir- 
mitie from the eyes of the Buyer. 

How a Hor/e-courjer makes a lade that 

has no ftomach^ to eate 

Lamb-pye. 

ALbeit Lamb-pie be good meat vpo a table, 
yet it is fo ofFenfiue to a horfes ftomach, 
^ he had rather be fed a moneth together with 
muftie oates, tha to tafte it : Yet are not all Horfes 
bidde to his Lamb-pie-Breakefafts but / onely fuch 
as are dyeted with no other meate : and thofe are 
Dull, Blockifh, Sullen ; and heauie footed lades. 
When-foeuer therefore a Horje-courjer hath fuch 
a Dead commodities as a Lumpijh flow lade^ that 
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goes more heauily then a Cow when fhee trots, 

and that neither by a (harpe bitte nor a ticlding 

(purre he can put him out of his lazie and do^ed 

pace, what docs hee with him then ? Onelye he 

giues him Lamlhfie. That is to fay, euery morning 

when the Hor/e-cour/er comes into the Stable, he 

takes up a tough round cudgell, and neuer leaues 

fencing with his garter ftaffe at the poore Horfes 

fides and buttockes, till with blowes hee hath made 

them (o tender, that the veny (haking of a bough 

will be able to make the horfe ready to runne out 

of his wittes. And to keep the hoHe ftill in 

this mad mood, becaufe he fhall not torget his 

leflbn, his maifter will neuer come neer him, but 

he will haue a fling at him : If he doe touch him, 

hee ftrikes him : if he fpeakes to him, there is but 

a worde and a blow: if he doe but looke vpon 

him, the Horfe flings and takes on, as though he 

would breake through the walles, or had bene a 

Horfe bredde vp in Bedlam amongft mad-folkes. 

Hauing thus gotten this hard leflbn by heart, forth 

comes he into Smithfield to repeat it, where the 

Rider (hall no iboner leap into the faddle but the 

Horje-courjer giuing the lade (that is halfe icarred 

out of his wits already) three or foure good 

bangs, away flies Bucephalus as if yog Alexander 

wer vpon his backe. No ground can holde 

him, no bridle raine him in; he gallops away 
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2S if the D^uin !iad hired him of ibcie Hack- 
niCT-man, zzsd fimds tfaroash f^^^^W and thinner 
2S if crackers h^ haz:g at \l& hrefcs. If his 
tzile pl^y the wa^ and happen Co whifke yp and 
downe (which is a %iic that he docs his fcatcs of 
Actiuitie like a TstmiUrs prentice br compafiloa 
and without taking pleafure in them) then fluQ 
TGu fee the Hirji-cmrfir laie aboot him like a 
thraiher, till with blowcs he made him canr his 
taiie to h^ Bottocks : which / in a Horfi: (contrary 
to the nature of a Dbg) b an argument that he 
hath mettall in him and Spirrity as in the other it 
is the note of cowardiie: 

Theic and fiich other baic iuglings are pat in 
pniiftifc, by the Hsrfs^anrfer ; in this maner 
comes he arm'd into the field: with (iich bad 
and deceiptfuil comodities does he fumifli the 
markets^ Neither fteps he vpon the diuels ftage 
alone, but others are likewiie Aftors in the (elfe- 
iame Scene, and iharers with him : for no iboner 
ihall money be oflfred for a Horic, but pn^iendy 
one Snak€ thrufts out his head and (tings the buyer 
with falic praifes of the H<m^ goodnefle : An 
other throwes out his poiibned hooke and whilpeis 
in the Chapmans eare, that vpon his knowledge 
fo much or fi> much hath bene oflfred by fbure or 
fiue, and would not be taken : and of tfaefe Rautns 
there be fundry nefts, but all of them as blacke m 
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foule as the Horfe-courfer (with whome they are 
yoaked) is in confcience. This Regiment of Hor/e^ 
men is therefore deuided into foure Squadrons, viz. 

1 . When Hor/e-cour/ers trauaUe to country faires, 
they are called lynglers. 

2. When they haue the leading of the Horfe & 
ferue in Smithfield, they are Drouers. 

3. They that ftand by and conycatche the Chap* 
man either with Out-biddings f^i/t-prai/eSy 6? r. are 
called Goades. 

4* The boyes^ ftriplings, &:C| that haue the 
ryding of the lades vp and downe are called 
Skip'iacks. 

yacke I in a Boxe. 

Or a new kinde of Cheating, teaching how to change 
golde into Siluer, vnto which is added a Map, by 
which a man may learn how to trauell all ouer 
England and haue his charges borne. 

Chap. IT. 

HOw nuuiy Trees of Euill are growing in this 
coutrie ? how tall they are ? how Mellow is 
their fruit ? and how greedily gathered ? fo much 
ground doe they take vp, and (o thickly 
doe they ftand together, that it ieemeth homines munc 
akingdom can bring forth no more of ''^' 
their nature : yes, yes, there are not halfe (o many 
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Riuers in Hell, in which a fbule may faile to 

damnation, as there are Black Streames 
modis Lacera^ of Mijcktefe and Villany (befides all thofe 

which m our Now-two Voyages we haue 
ventured fo many leagues vp, for difcouerie) 
in which thoufandes of people are continually 
fwimming, and euerie minute in danger vtterly 
to be caft away. 

The Hor/e-cour/er of hell, after he had durtyed 

himfelfe with ryding vp and downe 
race-nimiing Smithfield, and hauing his beaft vnder 

him, gallopped away amaine to beholde 
a race of fiue myles by a couple of Running-- 
Horjes^ vppon whofe fwiftnefle great fummes of 
money were laide in wagers. In which Schoole 
of Hor/e-manfliippe (wherein for the mofte part 
none but Gallants are the Studients) hee conftrued 
but ftrange Ledtures of Abujes : he could make 
large Comments vppon thofe that are the Runners 
of thofe Races y and covdd teach others how to lofe 
fortie or fiftie pound poUitickly in the forenoone, 
and in the after noone (with the ielfe-fame Geld- 
ing) to winne a thoufand markes in fiue or fixe 
miles riding. He could tell how Gentlemen are 
fetch'd in and made younger brothers, and how 
your new Knight comes to be a G>uzen of this 
Race. He could drawe the true pidhires of fbme 
fellowes, that dyet thefe Running Horfes^ / who for 
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a bribe of fortie or fiftie (hillings can by a falfe 
Dye make their owne Matfters looie a hundred 
pound a race. He could fhew more craftie Foxes 
in this wilde-gooie chafe the there are white Foxes 
in Ruffiay & more ftrange Horfe trickes plaide 
by fuch Riders, then Bankes his curtail did euer 
praAiie (whofe Gamballs of the two, were the 
honefter.) 

But becaufe this fort of Birdes haue many 
feathers to loofe, before they can feele any colde, 
he fufFers them to make their owne flight, know- 
ing that prodigalls doe but ieft at the ftripes which 
other mens rods giue them, and neuer complaine 
of fmarting till they are whip'd with their owne. 

In euerie Comer did he finde Serpents ingender- 
ing : vnder euerie roofe, fome impyetie y^^ ^^„g 
or other lay breeding : but at laft per- J^Jp'^i^i,^ 
ceiuing that the moft part of men were ^j^^' ^"^ 
by the forcerie of their own diuelifli^^*^'^"*^'- 
conditions transformed into Wolues, and being (o 
changed, were more brutifh & bloody, then thofe 
that were Wolues by nature : his fpleene leap'd 
againfl his ribbes with laughter, and in the height 
of that ioy reiblued to write the villanies of the 
world in Folio, and to dedicate them in priuate 
to his Lord and Maifter, becaufe hee knew him to 
bee an open-handed patron, albeit he was no great 
louer of fchoUers. 
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fiut hauing b^unne one piAure of a certaine 
ftrange Beaft, (called lack in a Boxe) that onely 
(becaufe the Cittie had giuen money already to 
fee it) hee finiihed : and in thefe colouts was 
lacke In a Box -'^^ i» a Box€ drawn. It hath the 

^"^^^^ head of a man (the face well bearded) 
the eyes of a Hawkey the tongue of a Lap-mng^ 
which faies heere it is^ when the neft is a good 
way off : it hath the ftomadce of an Eftrich^ and 
can difgeft filuer as eafily, as that Bird dooth Yron. 
It hath the pawes of a Beare inftead of handes, 
for whatibeuer it faftneth vppon, it holdes : From 
the middle downe-wardes^ it is made like a Grej- 
houndy and is (b fwift of foote, that if it once 
get the Start of you, a whole Ketmel of Hoimds 
cannot / ouertake it It loues to hunt dry-foote, 
and can Scent a Traine in no ground fo well as 
the Cittie, and yet not in all places of the Cittie. 
But he is beft in Scenting betweene Ludgate and 
Temple-barre : and tis thought that his next 
hunting fhall bee betweene Lumbard-ftreete and 
the Gold-fmithes Rowe in Cheape-fide : Thus much 
for his outward parts, now you (hall haue him 
vnrip'd, and fee his inward. 

This lacke in a Boxe^ or this Deuill in mans 
(hape, wearing (like a player on a Stage) 



^"^ good doathes on his backe, comes to a 
Goldc'/mithes Stall, to a Drapers^ a HaberdafherSy 
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or into any other (hop where he knows good ftore 
of filuer faces are to be feene. And there drawing 
foorth a faire new box, hammered all out of Siluer 
PlaUy hee opens it, and powres foorth twentie or 
forty Twentie-Jbilling'peeces in New-golde. To 
which heape of fVorkHy-Tempiaiiony thus much 
hee addes in words, that either he him-Jelfey or 
iiich a Gentleman (to whom he belongs) hath an 
occafion for foure or fiue daies to vfe fortie pound* 
But becaufe he is verie (hortly, (nay he knowes 
not how fuddenly) to trauaile to Venice^ to leru- 
Jalem or (b, and would not willingly be disfumifhed 
of Golde^ he dooth therefore requeft the Cittizen 
to lend (vpon thofe Forty twenty Jhilling peeces) 
lo much in white money (but for foure, fiue or 
fixe daies at moft) and for his good- 
will he (hall receiue any reaibnable ^HaL^Sr' 
fatisfaftion. The Cittizen (knowing rid^ymJia/a 
the pawne to be better the a Bond) Fahi/a 
powres downe fortie pound m liluer; 
the other drawes it, and leauing (b much golde in 
Hoftage, marcheth away with Bag and Baggage. 

Fiue daies being expired, lacke in a box^ 
(according to his Bargaine) being a man of his 
word comes againe to the Shop or ftall (at which 
hee angles for frefii Fifh) and there cafting out his 
line with the iiluer hooke, thats to fay, pouring 
out the forty pound which hee borrowed. The 
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Citizen fends in, or fteps himfelfe for the Boxe 
with the Golden deuill in it : it is opened, and the 
army of angels / being muftred together, they are 
all found to bee there. The Box is fhut agen and 
fet on the Stall, whilft the Cittizen is telling of his 
money : But whilft this muficke is (bunding, lacke 
in a Boxe a<5tes his part in a dumb (hew thus ; hee 
(hifts out of his fingers another Boxe of the fame 
mettall and making, that the former beares, which 
fecond Boxe is filled onely with Jhillings & being 
poized in the hand, fhall feeme to cary the weight 
of the former, and is clap'd down in place of the 
firft. The Citizen in the meane time (whilft this 
Pit-fall is made for him) telling the fortie poundes, 
mifTeth thirtie or fortie fhillinges in the whole 
fumme, at which the lacke in a Boxe ftarting 
backe (as if it were a matter ftrange vnto him) 
at laft making a gathering within himfelfe, for his 
wits, hee remembers (he faies) that hee laid by fb 
much money as is wanting (of the fortie poundes) 
to difpatch fbme budnefTe or other, and forgot to 
put it into the Bag againe ; notwithftanding, hee 
intreates the Citizen to keepe his golde fHl), hee 
will take the white money home to fetch the reft, 
and make vp the Summe, his abfence fhall not bee 
aboue an houre or two : before which time he 
fhall bee flire to heare of him ; and with this the 
little Diuell vanifheth, carrying that away with 
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him^ which in the end will fend him to the 
Gallowes, (thats to fay his owne golde) and fortie 
pound befides of the Shop-keepers, 
which hee borrowed, the ^ other beeine tm daunt 

nuilta 

glad to take forty (hillings for the 

whole debt, and yet is foundly box'd for his 

labour. 

This lacke in a boxe^ is yet but a Chicken, and 
hath laide verie few Egges: if the Hang-man 
doe not ipoyle it with treading, it will prooue an 
excellent Henne of the Game. It is a knot of 
Cheators but newly tyed, they are not yet a 
company. They flie not like Wilde-Geefe (in 
flockes) but like Kites (iingle) as loath that any 
fhould (hare m their pray. They haue two or 
three names, (yet they are no Romaines, but errant 
Rogues) for fome-times they call themfelues lacke 
in a boxcj but /now that their infantrie growes 
ftrong, and that it is knowne abroad, that they 
Carrie the Philofophers ftone about them, and are 
able of fortie (hillings to make fortie pound, they 
therefore vie a deade March, and the better to 
cloake their villanies, doe put on thefe Majking 
Juites : viz. 

1. This art or fleight of changing golde into 
(iluer, is called l^rimming. 

2. They that praftife it^ terme them-felues 
Sheepe-Jhearers. 

D. III. 37 
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^. The Gold which they bring to the Cittizen, 
is cald lafons Fleece. 

4. The filuer which they pick vp by this 
wandring, is IVhite-woolL 

5. They that are Cheated by lacke in a Boxe^ 
are called Bleaters. 

Oh Fleete-ftreete ! Fleete-ftreete ! how haft thou 
bene trimd, wafhed, Shauen and Polde by thefe 
deere and damnable Barbers ? how often haft thou 
mette with thefe Sheep-Jbearers ? how many warme 
flakes of wooll haue they pulled from thy Back? 
yet if thy Bleating can make the flockes that graze 
nere vnto thee and round about thee, to lift vp 
their eyes, and to fliunne fuch Wolues and Foxes, 
when they are approaching, or to haue them 
worryed to death before they fucke the blood of 
others, thy misfortunes are the lefte, becaufe thy 
neighbours by them fhall be warned from danger. 

Many of thy Gallants (O Fleete-ftreete) haue 
fpent hundreds of poundes in thy prefence, and 
yet neuer were fo much as drunke for it ; but 
for euerie fortye pound that thou layeft out in 
this Indian conunoditie (of gold) thou haft a 
Siluer Boxe beftowed vpon thee, to carry thy 
Tobacco in, becaufe thou haft euer loued that 
coftlye and Gentleman-like Smoak. lacke in a 
Boxe hath thus plaide his part. There is yet 
another AAor to ftep vpon the ftage, and he 
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(eemes to haue good (kil in Cofmography, for he 
holdes in his hand a Map, wherein hee hath layde 
downe / a number of Shires in England, 
and with imall pncks hath beaten out uaiie without 
a path, teaching how a man may eafily, '""^"^ 
(tho not verry honeftly) trauell from Country to 
Country, and haue his chains borne; and thus 
it is. 

He that vnder-takes this ftrange ioumey, layes 
his firft plotte how to be turned into a Braiu man^ 
which he findes can be done by none better then 
by a trufty Tailor: working therefore hard with 
him, till his fuite be granted. Out of the Cittie, 
beeing mounted on a good gelding, he rides vpon 
his owne bare credit, not caring whether he trauell 
to meete the Sunne at his Ryfing or at his going 
downe. He knowes his Kitching fmokes in euery 
Countie, and his table couered in euery Shire. For 
when he comes within a mile of the Towne where 
hee meanes to catche Quailes, fetting Spurres to 
his horfe, away he gallops, with his cloake off (for 
in thefe Befcigings of Townes hee goes not armd 
with any, his Hatte thruft into his Hofe, as if it 
were loft, and onely an emptie paire of Hangers 
by lus fide, to fhew that hee has bene difarmed. 
And you muft note, that this Hot-fpurre does 
neuer let yppon any places but onely fuch, where 
hee knowes (by intelligence) there are ftore of 
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Gentlemen, or wealthy Farmers at the lead. 
Amongft whome when hee is come, hee tels with 
diftraifled lookes, and a voice almofte breathlefle, 
how many Villanies fet vppon him, what golde 
& (iluer they tooke from him, what woods they 
are fled into, from what part of Engtid he is 
come, to what place he is going, how farre he 
is from home, how farre from his iomies end, or 
from any Gentleman of his acquaintance, and fb 
liuely perfbnates the lying Greek (Synon) in telling 
a lamentable tale: that the mad Troianes (the 
Gentlemen of the towne,) beleeuing him, & the 
rather becauie he carries the fhape of an honeft 
man in fhew, and of a Gentleman in his apparrell, 
are liberall of their purfes, lending him money to 
beare him on his ioumey : to pay which he offers 
either his bill or bond (naming his lodging / in 
London) or giues his word (as hees a Gentleman), 
which they rather take, knowing the like misfortue 
may be theirs at any time. 

And thus with the feathers of other birdes, 
is this Mofifter fluck, making wings of fundry 
fafhions, with which he thus bafely flies ouer a 
whole kingdom. Thus doth he ride from Towne 
to Towne, from Citty to City as if he were a 
Lad-lord in euery fhire, and that he were to 
gather Rents vp of none but Gentlemen. 

There is a Twin-brother to this Falfe galloper^ 
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and hee cheats Inne-keepers onely, or their TapfterSy 
bjr learning firft what Country-men they are, and 
of what kindred: and then bringing counterfeit 
letters of commendations from fuch an Vncle, 
or fuch a Coozen (wherin is requefted, that the 
Bearer thereof may bee vfed kindely) hee lyes in 
the Inne till he haue fetcht ouer the Maifter or 
Seruant for fome mony (to draw whome to him 
he hath many hookes) and when they hang faft 
enough by the Gills, vnder water Our Sharke diues, 
and is neuer feene to fwimme againe in that Riuer. 

Vppon this Scafibld, alio might be mounted a 
number of ^ack-Jaluing EmperickSy who TraucUing 
ariuing in fome Country towne, clappe ^^pe"ck«s- 
vp their Terrible Billes, in the Market-place, 
and filling the Paper with fuch horrible names 
of dijeajesy as if euery difeafe were a Diuell, and 
that they could coniure them out of any Towne 
at their pleafure. Yet thefe Beggerly Mountibancks 
are meare Coozeners, and haue not (b much (kill 
as Horfcleeches. The poore people not giuing 
money to them to be cured of any infirmities, but 
rather with their money buying worfe infirmities 
of them. 

Vppon the fame poft, doe certaine ftragling 
Scribling Writers deierue to haue both 
their names and themfelues hung vp, ^^Zo^ 
infteed of thofe faire tables which they ^ "' 
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hang vp in Townes, as gay piftures to intice 
Schollers to them : the Tables are w[r]itten with 
fundry kindes of hands, but not one finger of 
thofe hands (not one letter there) / drops from 
the Penne of fuch a falfe wandring Scribe. He 
buyes other mens cunning good cheape in London, 
and fels it deere in the Country. Theie Swallowes 
bragge of no qualitie in them fo much as of 
Jwiftnejfe. In foure & twenty houreSy they will 
worke foure and twenty wonders, and promiie to 
teach thofe, that know no more what belongs to 
an A. then an AfTe, to bee able (in that narrow 
compafle) to write as f aire and as faft as a country 
Vicar, who commonly reads all the Townes Letters. 
But wherefore doe theie counterfeit Mufters 
of that Noble Science of f^riting, keepe fuch a 
florifhing with the borrowed weapons of other 
Mens Pennes? onely for this to gette halfe the 
Birdes (which they ftriue to catch) into their hands, 
thats to fay, to bee payde halfe the money which 
is agreed vpon for the SchoUer, and his neft being 
halfe fild with fuch Gold-finches, he neuer ftayes 
till the reft be fledge, but fuffers him that comes 
next, to beate the bufh for the other halfe. At 
this Careere the Ryder that fet out laft from 
Smith-field, ftop'd : and alighting from Pacolet 
(the horfe that carried him) his next ioumey was 
made on foote. 
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The Bel-mans fecond 

Night-walke. 

Chap. XII. 

Sir 1/incelot of the infemall Lake, or the 
Knight Errant of HeU, hauing thus (like 
a yong country gentleman) gone round about the 
Citty, to fee the fights not onely within the walles 
but thofe alio in the SubburbeSy was glad when hee 
fawe night hauing put on the vizard j^^an^rris 
that Hell lends her (cald darkenes) to ^lH^m 
leap in to her Coach, becauie now he ^*^' 
knew he (hould meete with other ftrange birdes 
and / beafts fluttring from their nefts, and crawling 
out of their dennes. His prognoftication held 
currant^ and the foule weather (which hee fore- 
told,) fell out accordingly. For Canale-light had 
fcarce opend his eye (to looke at the Citty like 
a gunner (hooting at a marke), but fearefiilly 
(their feet trembling vnder the) their ^^^ ^ ^^3,. 
eyes fufpitioufly rouling from cuery ^fj;;^;;j;f 
nooke to nooke round about them, & ^t^^i^^^ 
their heads (as if they ftood vppon ^*^d^J^,'^ 
oyled ikrewes) ftill turning back be- ^'^• 
hinde them, came creeping out of hollow-trees, 
where they lay hidden; a number of couzning 
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Bankrupts in the fhapes of Owles^ who when the 

Marihall of light, the funne, went vp and downe 

to fearch the Citty, durft not ftir abroad, for feare 

of beeing houted at and followed by whole flockes 

of vndon creditors. 

But now when the ftage of the world was hung 

* Nox vtrtnday^ blacke, they ietted vppe & downe 
vcr^da. 6-r. \^^ ^^^^ Tragedians. O what thankes 

they gaue to DarkneiTe! what •fonges they 
balladed out in praife of Night, for beftowing 
vpon them (b excellent a cloake wherein they 
might ib fafely walke muffled ! Now durft they, 
as if they had beene Conftables, rappe alowd at 
the dores of thofe to whom they owed moft 
money, & braue them with hie wordes, tho they 
payd them not a penny. 

Now did they boldly ftep into ibme priuiledged 
Tauerne, and there drinke healthes, dance with 
Harlots, & pay both Drawers and Fidlers after 
mid-night with other mens money, & then march 
home againe fearelefTe of the blowes that any 
fhowlder-clapper durft giue the. Out of another 
Neft flew certaine Murderers and Theeues in the 
fhapes of Skreech-awleSy who, being fet on by the 
Night, did beate with their bold and veturous 
fatall wings at the very dores whereas, in former 
times, their villanies had entred. 

Not farre fro The/ey came crawling out of their 
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bufhes a company of graue & wealthy Lechers in 
the (hapes of Glowe-wormeSy who with gold, lyng- 
ling in their pockets, / made fuch a (hew safdens in 
in the night, that the dores of Common ^uiZr, ^- 
Brothelryes flew open to receiue them, ^^n^'^uut* 
tho in the day time they durft not pafle l!^*^%fu^ 
that way, for feare that noted Curtizans ^^^''• 
(hould challenge them of acquaintance, or that 
others fhould laugh at them to fee white heads 
growing vpon greene ftalkes. 

Then came forth certaine infamous earthy 
minded Creatures in the fhapes of SnaileSj who 
all the day time hyding their heads in their fhells, 
leaft boies fhould w two fingers point at them for 
liuing bafely vpo the proftitutio of their wiues 
bodies, cared not now, before candle-light^ to 
fhoote out their largefl & longefl Homes. 

A number of other monflers, like Thefe^ were 
ieene (as the funne went downe) to venture from 
their denes, only to ingender with Darknejfe : but 
candle lights eyefight growing dimmer & dimmer, 
and hee at lafl falling flarke blind, Lucifers Watch* 
man went flrumbling vp and down in the darke. 

How to weane Horfes. 

EVery dore on a fudden was fhut, not a candle 
flood peeping through any window, not a 
Vintner was to be feene brewing in his Cellor, not 
D. in. 38 
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a drunkerd to be met reding, not a Mouie to 
xixti: nu,^ ^ heard ftirring : al f Citty (hewed 
*^'.^/. like one Bed, for all in that Bed were 
foudly caft into a fleepe, Noyfc made no noiie, 
for euery one that wrought with the hamer was 
put to nience. Yet notwithftading when euen 
the Diuel h'unfelfe could haue beene conteced to 
take a nap, there were few Innkeepers about f 
towne but had their (pints walking. To watch 
which fpirits what they did, tmr Spjy that came 
lately out of f Lower countries^ flole into one 
of their Circles^ where lurking very clofely, hee 
perceiued y whe all the guefts were profoundly 
(Iceping, when Cariers were (bundly fnorting, & 
not (b much as the Chamberlaine of the houfe but 
was layd vp, fuddenly out of his bed ftartcd an 

Th^ tnaaerr ^?/^-'<^, who hauing DO appoTell on but 
ot HostiarL j^-^ fl^j^ ^ ^.^ ^f (lip.(hooes On his / 

feete, and a Candle burning in his hand like olde 
lercnimo ftep*d into the ftable amogft a number 
of poore hungry lades^ as if that night he had 
beene to ride poaft to f Diuell. But his iomey 
not lying that way till (bme other time, he neither 
bridled nor fadled any of his foure-fboted guefk 
that ftood there at racke and manger, but (eeing 
them (b late at fupper, and knowing that to ouer- 
eate them-felues would fill diem full of di(ea(es, 
(they being fubied to aboue a hundred & thirty 
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already) hee firft (without a voyder) after a moft 
vnmanerly fafhion tooke away, not onely all the 
Prouander that was fet before them, but aUb all 
the hay, at which before they were glad to lick 
their lippes. The poore Horfes looked very 
rufiilly vpon him for this, but hee rubbing their 
teeth onely with the end of a Candle (in fteed 
of a Corrall) tolde them, that for their ladifh 
trickes it was now time to weane them: And fb 
wifhing them not to bee angry if they lay vpon 
the hard boards, cofidering all the beddes in the 
houfe were full, back againe hee ftole to his 
Coach, till breake of day : yet fearing leaft the 
funne fhould rife to difeouer his knauery, vp hee 
ftarted, & into the ftable he ftumbled, fcarce halfe 
awake, giuing to euery lade a bottle of hay for 
his breake-faft ; but al of them being troubled 
w the greazy tooth-ach could eate none, which 
their maifters in the morning efpying fwore they 
were either iuUen or els that prouender pricked 
them. 

This Hoftler for this peece of feruice was after- 
wards preferred to be one of the Groomes in 
Belzebubs ftable. 
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Another Night ^peece drawne in 
fundry collours. 

SHall I (hew you what other bottomes of 
mifchiefe, Plutos Beadle (aw wound vpon 
the blacke fpindels of the Night, in this his priuy 
fearch ? In fome ftreetes he met Mid-wiues run- 
ning, till they fweat, & following them clofe at 
heeles, he fpied them to be let in, at the backe 
dores of houfes, feated either in blind lanes, or in 
by-gardens : / which houfes had roomes builded 
Mairomaq; ^r the purpofe, wherc young Maides, 
rarapudicaest.^^^^ bigge with child by vnlawful 

Fathers, or young wiues (in their hufbands abfcence 

at fea, or in the warres) hauing wraftled with 

batchilers or maried men, til they caught 

aura muiia falls, lay fafcly til they wer deliuered of 

sud€sse ma/d, , Air r i i r r 

them. And for realonable iummes of 

mony, the baftards that at thefe windows crept 

^ into the world, were as clofely now and 

tantis obsessa then fent prefently out of the * world, or 

Non suniichi ^^s werc fo vnmannerfy brought vp, that 

fcrienda leuu ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^j^^jj. ^^^^ parents 

that begot them. 

In fome ftreetes he met feruants in whofe breft 

Quitprodtre albeit the arrowes of the plague ftuck 

Funera. halfe Way, yet by cruell maifters were 

they driuen out of dores at mid- night and conuai J 
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to Garden-houies, where they either died before 
next morning, or elfe were carried thither dead 
in their coffins, as tho they had lien ficke there 
before and there had dyed 

Now and then at the comer of a turning hee 
fpyed feruants purloyning fardels of their maifters 
goods, and deliuering them to the hands of 
common ftrumpets. 

This dore opend, and Luft with Prodigality 
were heard to ftand dofely kiffing : and (wringing 
one another by the hand) fbftly to whifper out 
foure or fiue good-nights^ till they met abroad the 
next morning. 

A thoufand of thefe comedies were adted in 
dumb (hew, and onely in the priuat houfes : at 
which the Diuells mefTenger laught ib loud that 
Hell heard him, and for ioy range foorth loude 
and luftie Plaudities. But beeing driuen into 
wonder why the night would fall in labour, and 
bring foorth fo many Villanies, whofe births fhe 
praAifed to couer (as (he had reaibn) becaufe 
fo many watchmen were continually called and 
charged to haue an eye to her dooings, at length 
he perceiued that Bats (more vgly and more in 
number then thefe) might flye vp and downe in 
darkenefle : for tho with their Letheme Wings 
they (hou)d ftrike the verry billes out of thofe 
fVatchmens handes, fuch leaden plummets were 
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commonly / hung by fleepe at all their eyelids, 
that hardly they could be awakned to ftrilce them 
agen. 

On therefore he walkes, with intent to haften 
home^ as hauing fil'd his Table Bookes with fuffi- 
cient notes of intelligence. But, at the laft, meeting 
with the Bell-man^ and not knowing what he was 
becaufe he went without his Lanthorne and ibme 
other implements : for the man in the Moone was 
vp the moft part of the night and lighted him 
which way ibeuer he turned : he tooke him for 
fome churlifh Hobgobliny feeing a long ftaiFe on 
his necke, and therefore to be one of his owne 
fellowes. The Bel-ringer Smelling what ftrong 
fcent he had in his nofe, ibothed him vp, and 
queftioning with him how he had fpent his time 
in the citty, and what difcouery of Land-villanics 
he had made in this Hand voiage : ^ Mariner of 
hell^ opened his charts which he had lined with all 
abuies lying either Eafty Weft^ Northy or South : 
he fhewed how he had pricked it, vpon what points 
he had faildy where he put in : vnder what height 
he kept him-felfe : where he went a Jbore^ what 
ftrage people he met : what land he had di/couered^ 
and what commodities he was laden with from 
thece. Of all which the Bell-man drawing forth 
a perfeft Mapy they parted : which Map he hath 
fet out in fuch coUors as you fee, tho not with 
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fuch cunning as he could wifh : the paines are his 
owne, the pleafure, if this can yeelde any pleafure, 
onely yours ^ on whome he beftowes it : to him that 
embraceth his labours, he dedicats both them and 
his loue : with him that either knowes not honvy 
or cares not to entertaine them, he will not be 
angry, but onely to Him fayes thus much for a 
farrewelL 

Si quid Nouifti reSius iftiSy 

Candidus imperii : Si non. His vtere mecum. 
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NOTE. 

Fur my exemplar of 'A Stnmge Horfe Race,' I am indebted to 
the Huth Library. There is another in the British Mnseiim. In the 
former there are a number of (apparently) ooQtemponury mai^n 
scribblings by a ** WiIL Cdbome,** whose autograph is on the title- 
page, chiefly explanations of meanings of words— «^.» ' dignifie ' *> 
' make worthy' ; ' vi^lors * « ' conqnerors ' ; * fupported ' — ' borne 
vp * ; * exultations ' •- ' liftings vp * ; ' infolence' * 'pryde, difdayne' ; 

* that Celebration' •- * famous folemnyty'; * incite' •- 'moTe, flrive or 
provoke' ; *adome' •- 'beautefye'; 'influence* * 'flowing in'; 
' rifle ' — * fearch, take away by Yiolenoe ' ; * afpiring' ■■ ' climbing 
vp '; 'ambitious * -^ 'defirous ef honour, or of Itriuing for pYerment*; 

* equipage ' — * fnmjrture ' ; * auflere ' — • rou^ ' ; * admiration ' * 
' wonderment, reuerence ' ; ' benedictions ' •- ' prayfmgs ' ; ' epilogue' » 
' conclufion ' ; ' flie is Times Herald ' •- ' Fame is Tymes Herald ' ; 
' irruption * •- ' breaking in ' ; ' iligmaticall * * ' knauiihe ' ; ' prepoiler- 
ous * •> * difoiderd, frowaid, [illegible word,] fetting }** cart before y* 
H[orfe].' One or two have been shorn fay tiie binder. See ' Glossarial 
Index,' s,v. 

*A Strange Horfe Race' is given in succession to the 'Belman' 
volumes, as being of kin with them. The following is the collation : 
Title-page — epistle-dodicatory pp. 2~seoond epistle pp. 2 — content*: 
I p. (jerso blank)— and pp. 43 (last wrso blank), A 2 — G. 
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TO THE VERY 

WORTHY, IVDITIOVS, 

AND VNDERSTANDING 

Gentleman, Thomas VVal- 
TMAL Efquire. 
?F I put itiM your hands a homely peice 
of Worke (neither lb good as you 
dererue, nor fo rich as I do viih it) I 
muft entreat you to blame the vanitie 
of our times, which are (o phantafticall, that they 
couet StufFes, rather flight, to feede the eye with 
ftiew, then Subftaiidall for enduring. Let the 
Fafliion be Frenchy it is no matter what the Cloth 
be. I haue therefore not (with the Sturgeon) 
fwomme agunft the ftreame ; But followed the 
Humcxous Tides of this Age, and (like Demo- 
critus) haue falne a Laughing at the world, 
fithence it does nothing but mocke it felfe. But 
feeing no creature is fo wife as man, nor any fo 
foolilh, my Wits haue hecre beene at charges to 
feaft eitheir Ibrt. A mixt Banquet of Sweete and 
Sowre, Fulfome, and VVhoIefome, Stria cum locis j 
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ihmds furoifhcd before diem. In this Horfi-Race 
there is no cheating, my Building (as many Rich- 
mens great houfis) is not ooely to kcepe Rats, and 
Spiders in i^ but euery Roome (though all be but 
meane; hath fome pidure to delight you. The Plat- 
forme being narrow, I could raife no lofty Stories ; 
for when the Ditty is light, die Aire muft not be 
Graue ; A Crow is not to build b high as an 
EagU : as the Face of my Inuention was drawne, 
fuch I could not chofe but proporticm out the 
Body. Yet the Pidure hath VA tamt of the 
CuUors I gaue iL 

I know you loue to Rcade; becauie you know 
to Cenfure ; Reads, this I pray as I writ it 
— (willingly,) and Cenfiire, as I fend it — (in 
Loue). Bcare with the hard-fauourdnefle of the 
Tide. The value of a Diamond b not leflened 
by the roughnefle when it is Vncut It can bee 
no fhame to gather a Violet, growing clofe to the 
ground. Had I better, you (hould enioy it ; fuch 
as it is if you entertaine, I fliall reft. 

Moft afftBimMthf ieuaUd^ 
Thomas Dekker. 



-J 




Not to the Readers : but to 
the Vnderftandcrs. 

I E that writes, had need to haue the Art 
of a fiilfull Cooke ; for there muft be 
thofe Condimenta (/eafonings) in his 
pen, which the other caries on his 
tongue: J thou/and falats muft bee f leafed with 
a thoufand fawces : and one hundred lines muft 
content fine hundred difpofitions. A hard tafke: 
one /ayes, it it toe harft> : another, too Jupple : 
another too triuiall : another too ferious. The ftrft 
reades, and mewes : the Jecmd reades, and railes : 
the third reades^ and rackes me : the fourth reades 
and rends me. He is tyed to aftake like a Beare to 
be baited that comes into Paules Church-yard to bee 
read. So that bare Readers (I meane not threed- 
bare) are not LeAores, hut LiAores, they whip 
Bookes (as Dionylius did boyes) whereas to Vnder- 
ftanders^ our libri, which we bring forth, are our 
Liberi (the children of our brainej and at Juch 
hands are at gently intreated, at at their parents : 
at the ethers, not. 
. The Titles of Bookes are like painted Chimnies in 
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great Omntrej-homjes^ make a Jhew afar offy and 

catch Trauellers eyes ; hit camming nere them^ 

neither cafi they fmoke^ nor hath the houfe the heart 

to make you drinke. / The Title of this booke is 

like a leftefs face, fet (hawfoeuer he drawes it) 

to beget mirth : hti his ends are hid to himfelfe^ 

and thoje are to get numey. Within is more then 

without ; you Jhall not finde the kimelly vnlejfe you 

both cracke and open the fhelU Aliquid latet, quod 

non patet : Digge vnder the right tree^ and it is 

ten to one but you take vp gold: for in this (as in 

all other my former Noftumis lucubrationibus^ / 

haue ftroue to feed the mind^ as well as the body ; 

If one leafe make you laugh^ the next fettles your 

countenance. Tart meates go eafily downe^ being 

ftrewd with fugar : as muficke in Tauems makes 

that wine go dawne merily, till it confound vs, 

which (if the Fidlers were not there) would 

hardly be tafted. So for the fake of the fawce 

which I haue tempered for this difh^ you may 

(perhaps) eate the meaty which otherwife you would 

not touch. 

The maine plot of my building is a Moral laby- 
rinth ; a weake thred guides you in and out : I 
will Jhew you how to enter, and how to pafTe 
through, and open all the RoomeSy and all the 
priuate walkeSy that when you come to themy you 
may know where you are : and thefe they be — 
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Tet I will not; I know it is more pleafure tofinde 
out the amceitfulUdiceits of a Paire of Tamers, 
then to haue them difcouered. J'hat pleafure be your s^ 
the Tarricrs are mine. 

Fare-well. 
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A I Strange Horfe-race. 

'HE firft ftep into a Princes Court, 
treads not in the brauefl: roomes, 
but they are reached to, and 
etitred by aicenlions, and de- 
grees. This ftate and comple- 
ment begetdng more obferuance, 
delegation, aftonifhmen^ and reuerence : by the 
iame line are lefTer fquares drawne. For if you 
come inb> a Gold-fmiths, or Lapidaries ftiop, and 
defire to buy the fureft lewels: the cunning 
Artizan tempts you firft with flight ones, and 
then bewitcheth you with coiUier, and (for the 
vp-fhot) firikes your eye with admiration, by 
gazing at the beft of all. So that as no man, 
(how wretched Ibeuer) can comparatiuely be 
miferable, becaufe the pallie-lame hand of Fortune 
can throw him to no bafenefle and deieAion fo 
low, but hee ftiall fall vpon fbme other as low as 
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himfeUe. Euen likewUe on the oontiary psut, are 
there no obieAs of triumph, (as mailcmj prefenta- 
t!onSy banqujtSy and Aich like) how glorious (beuer 
of themielues^ but may haue their iplendor and 
dignity hdghtned by a comparatiue traducing of 
things in the (kme lanke and qualitie. 

Giue me leaue therefore, firft to make a flourifli 
with my pen, and ckare the way, (as a Fencer 
doth in a May-game) for more roome, vntill the 
Maiquers come in : is> fliall you know the caufe 
of that coft, and the (lunptuoufiiefle of the 
Banquet ; to which I wiih no man to be too 
iawcy in prefling in, left he pay more deere for 
his (weet meates (the banquet being prepared in 
hell) then the dreffing and OxJoery of one Pea- 
cocked/and two Fbealants coft in one of the 
Kings of TWffij his Kitchin, which amounted to 
an hundred duckets. What talke I of an hundred 
duckets? Nay, left he be more peppered then 
thoie MaibnSy Bricke-l^fers and Carpenters were, 
that builded thofe Pyramids in Egjpi^ during their 
worke about one of which Pliny brings in a bill of 
a 1 800. TalentSy that were laid out for Scallions, 
Onions, Garlicke, and Leekes onely, befides Bread 
and Cheefe, which he (bores not downe: for belike 
the Gyjfey-Kings left that vnpaid. 

But before either this Mqfque^ or Suger-feaft 
come marching in their true and moft (weet ftate. 
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I inuite you (for variety) to behold a Race^ on 
foot, and horfe, with fome triumphing in Chariots, 
after the Roman fa(hion : to fet forth which of 
ours in their thundring velocity, lightning-like 
violence, and earth-quaking, whorrying, (o liuely, 
that (if it were poffible) the noyfe (hould make 
you mad, as the fight could make you merry : 
I will (as I held it fit, before) giue you feuerall 
piAures of RaceSy that in former Ages ran them- 
felues out of breath, to the end that the now-dead 
colours of the one, may fet oflT the braue, frefh, 
and amazeable-ftarting pageantry of thefe our 
other. When the Romans were Lords ouer the 
world, and their Emperours maifters ouer them, 
no glory was wanting to illuftrate their triumphes, 
after the fubduing of ftrange Nations^ nor any 
coft {pared in popular preientations, to binde vnto 
them, and bewitch the hearts of their 
owne people, after their victorious re- Roma Trium- 
turning home. Thofe that did triumph, chariot Races 
fate in Chariots guUded all ouer, drawne 
fbmetimes by white hories; fb was Auguftus\ 
fbmtimes with Elephants^ fo was Pompey. 
To excell whom in that pride, Cajar smtumius. 
had his Chariot of triumph drawne of Roman 
by forty Elephants: fome haue bcene ''"""'*" 
drawne by Harts^ and (o was Aurelianus. In 
thefe Chariots^ with the Emperours, fate their 
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fonnesy as heires to tfadr fathers glory ; and after 
them followed the Roman Souldiers^ crowned with 
garlands, as partners in their Emperoun honours. 
Before the Chariots went the Captiues, (Kings, 
Queenes, and others) / cluuned, the ipoyles taken 
in warres, borne aloft to deipite them ; and more 
to dignifie the Conquerour, pidures and counter- 
fets of all the Citties, Mountaines, Riuers and 
Battailes, from whence they came vidors, were 
drawne in Enftgnes to the liuelieft portrature, all 
fupported before the Triumpher. And m this lafl 
manner did Germanicus C^Jar enter into RonUy 
ccr. Tacit. "^ * tTiumphall ChaHot, loden with fiue 
lit. a. auHoi, ^f j^jg children, after the vidorics gotten 

againft the Cherufic^ Chattij and Angrinariy with 
all other Nations inhabiting to the riuer Albis^ 
as Corn. Tacit, fets downe in the iecond of his 
AnnalUs. 

Now, left thefe higheft exaltations of Fortune 
(hould make their Emperours fwell into too much 
infblence, and fo into a {coming of their fubieds ; 
the Souldiers, themfelues, yea and the conunon 
Plebeians that ftood vpon ftalles to behold thefe 
fights, would commonly (in hate of fuch honours, 
and in abatement of fuch pride that might breed 
in their Emperours) as they march in all that 
pompe, caft bitter afperfions vpon them. As for 
example : When Vcntidius Bajfus came home in 
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a Parthian triumph, the Souldiers aloud ^„,- j^/^/^^ 
cryed out thus in mockery of him ; /^^usist 
Behold, he who lately ruVd horfes heeles, ^^''^' 
is now your glorious ConfulL And at another time 
to the people thus : O you Citizens of 

_ , . - . RomaniscruaU 

Rome, keepe your wtues at home tn your vxores. Ma- 

n f /» /• 1 chumcalvum 

Jhops, you are bejt : for now we haue voHs addud- 

91 MS 

brought you your bald -pate Whore- 

maifter: their Emperour hauing, at that time, 

more need of a periwig, then a Barber. 

Thefe beames of worldly felicity flion about 
the heads of their Princes: let vs now fee what 
pleafures the Roman people enioyed. 

For them were built Theaters, and Amphi- 
theaters, in fome of which might fit 

r r t r 1 i i ''^ ^^ Roman 

rourelcore thouland people together ; Theaters were 

alwAies tlieir 

the Theaters themfelues being fbme ScctnuiLudi, 
of ftone, fome of wood, curioufly * ^^ ^^' 
adorned with columnes, and Images of their 
Emperours : fome guilded all ouer, fome mouing 
vpon wheeles, to avoyd the heate of the Sunne. 
All of them fpacious, all fumptuous : In thefo 
they fomtimes faw playes tragicall, or comicall,/ 
with all forts of muficke, Doricke, Chromaticke, 
foft and delicate, Lidian, Nypolydian Grecian 
moumfuU, fit for Tragedies: and to ™"^^<*«- 
thefe forts of muficke they had all forts of 
Dauncing ; And Hyporchema (in time of a pefti- 
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lence) a daunce to Apllo in the Campe ; the 
Plutarch, in PyrtchiaHj which was a daunce in 

Afaraiii. Amiour ! In the Chamber (as wee 
now haue) dances, with wanton gefticulation. 
All which, as well Muficke as Daunces^ they 
borrowed from the Greekes. 

Then had they both in Circo^ & TheatriSy 
(their Race and Theaters) fights both on foot and 

Tr^uiiims horfebaclce ; ibmetimes Man to Man, 
Suetonius. ^^^ ^^j ^^^ ^^^ ^^j Bcafts in 

countring together, three hundred Gladiators^ or 
Sword- Sword-players, fighting at one time at 
piayera. f^arpe, with equall number. In which 
paftimes Gordianus the Emperour, to feede the 
people to the full, confumed twelue dayes, euery 
dayes prefentation varying from each other; As 



piayinj, ^word-playing, Wraftlings in diuerfe 
hfi'n^f l^indesy cafting of Dartes and Speares, 



Sword- 
Hunting, 
the fighting < 

R^^ Ampw. Chariot^haces, Huntings, and fuch like ; 
theaters. Yn one day to a hundred Fencers^ 
thrufting out a hundred and fifty of the fierceft 
Lybtan beafts ; in another a thoufand, which they 
were to kill with their fwords, or to hazard their 
owne liues : for he maintained a large and thicke 
wood, ilrongly defenfible, in which ran two 
hundred wildc Harts, thirty vn-back'd fierce 
horfes of Brittaine^ a thoufand flieepe, ten Roe- 
buckes, which he caufed to be guilded all ouer ; 
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thirty wilde AiTes^ a hundred and fifty wilde 
Boares, two hundred Ibices, and two hundred 
wilde Ueluetian Goates : vpon all which he cryed 
hauocke to the people, to haue them tome in 
peeces in one fblemne feftiuall meeting. 

The like did Philippus Arabs the Emperour, 
at two feuerall times; the firft at the celebration 
of the CircufBcifion Games (fb called of 
Circus^ the place where they were per- cuius udi 
formed) At which time he turned out 
two and thirty Elephants, twenty Tygers, an 
hundred Hyenaes^ one Rhynoceros^ three- y^^^ ^ ^ 
fcore tame Lyons, and ten curle-mained ^^^^^^'*^' 
Lyons, ten Panthers, thirty Leopards, and ten 
fierce Horfes to be cut in peeces. 

The fecond time was at the celebration of thofe 
games, which were held but once in a hundred 
yeares : and thereupon were called Ludi Scculares^ 
(of Seculum, an age of a man, which was then 
counted an hundred yeares) their SoUmnizaiion 
being in honour of Apollo and Diana. Againft 
which day a Cryer went vp and downe the Citty 
of Rome with this note : Whojoeuer will fee games ^ 
which no man alius hath eutrjeene^ nor vtuiu ad 
any man Itutng Jbal euer fee more, now ntmo moriaUm 
let them come. At which time, the Rites viMr!^l 
due to that Celebration beeing performed, and the 
people of Rome in infinite numbers afTembled to- 
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gether, he caufed to bee hunted (befides the beafk 

before named, to as great or a greater number) ten 

homed Elkes more, b^ no other peHbns, then by two 

thoufand Fencers^ aimed onely with their Swords 

Vide piim. ^n ^^^ hands, the beafts running loofe, 

^'^' '^ madding and roaring vp and downe. 

Thus haue you feene the Rtman Emperours 

in their Chariots of Triumphs^ after which the 

people further rewarded diem with Statues, or 

Images made to the life, fbme in mafly gold, 

fome in filuer, ibme in brafle, and ibme in marble, 

vpon which were infculped and richly cut out, 

all their Battailes, G)nquefts, and Tnumphes : 

and befides thefe Statues^ diey had alio 

^::r^. at firft Cn>wnes of Gold fent them, and 

Laurta:^runi- thofe Were after changed to Garlands of 

^Aoaaris Laurcll, thc honour of both being all 

pnemia, oue. The coounon people receiued 

after their combats^ fights, vidories, &c. 

(to incite them likewife to hunt after fame, & 

Garundsgiucn military renowne) wreathes & Coronets 

loihcRomaos.^ adomc thcir ten^les. The horfe- 

men and Charioters being by diis time wearied, 

giue way for the infantery to come vp, and try 

The fiist sort ^*^^ nimbly they beftir their heeles. 

°^^^^^ In which Races on foot, not oncly the 

^'^'' Romanes^ but alfo the Greekes, Troians, 

Athenians^ Macedonians^ and many other Nations 
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excelled for their incredible iwiftnefle : I thinke 

die wilde Irifh are beft at it in thefe latter times. 

This kihde of exercife had three changes in it: 

For fome^ vpon whofe heads the wagers were 

layd, flood breaft-wife in a direft line, at a marke, 

and ran onely to a/eoale propofed and 

left there: others being at the goales son were caiied 

end before their fellowes, wan no glory 

by i^ vnlefTe they could againe recouer the marke 

from which they firft fet forth. 

The third Race was to run and returne to 
and firo, from the marke to the goale^ without 
intermiffion, by the fpace of eight 

, - 1 ^ 11 The third sort 

changes, and neuer vnder fixe: and he werecaued 
that could hokl out his winde (b long, 
to be firft at the bounds where he began his race, 
carryed away both garland and prizes. 

My Mufe could heere leaue running at Bafe 
thus vpon earth, and ftretching her wings forth 
to a more noble expaniion, ibare aloft Races in 
vp into the CeUfiiall HabitaiionSy and ****'*^ 
from thence bring news, what race the Sun runs 
in his Zcdiacall Circle j where he fets xheSnns 
out euery morning, and where he refts ^^^ * 
euery night : at what houies he ftayes (being 1 2 
in number) and how long he tarries, in what 
part of the world he (hortens his CareereSy and 
in what part hee enlargeth it : his fires burning 
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at all times alike, but not alike in all places : by 

soifons whofe heate all Countries do propa- 

lucis, gj^^ jy^^j bring forth bleflings to their 

inhabitants; but no Country can boaft fhe pos* 

fefleth all, becaufe what one wants, another ihould 

fupply, and fo euery land to be beholden one to 

toother: then to (hew, that al-be-it he runs not 

in a perfed Orbicular Circle^ but that ibmenmes 

he runs fide-wife with an oblique carriage of his 

body, yet his courfe is conftant: his hoHes, 

(P trots y EotiSy jEthan, and Phlegon) as they are 

foure in number, making foure great StoppeSy or 

Careeres in Heauen, which beget foure Change? 

or foure Renouations of time vpon earth, that is 

I Spring. ^ ^y • ^^ Vemallj Mftiually Autumnall 

saJSST and Brumally they keeping euer their 

4 Winter, j^y (jij^^ j^ft Dihitors) oncly a few 

minutes difference. But {o much reuerence do I 
owe to the Diuine ftudy of the tranfcendently- 
leamed Aftronomery that I lay downe heere this 
Buckler, knowing him moft worthy to take it vp. 

From tracing therefore any fiirther the wheeles 
The Mooncs ^^ *^*^ Illuminous Chartoty wherein the 
^^^ God of the day rides, our Protean Mufe 
altering the fliape of her courfe, a little lower 
could / fland and difcouer how the ^eene of the 
night (the Moone) is, (with a fwifter whirling then 
the Sunne her brother) whiried vp and downe in 
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a coach of filuer, & there fhew likewife, why 
fometimes fhe fits Horned^ ibmetimes xhesunthe 
Halfe'faced,{omstim^ Full and perfeftly SSSS^^4S?. 
Round: then, where that Ught is locked »bJ«s^P«- 
vp that is taken from, our fight; and by what 
meanes, and how (b quickely it is againe reftored. 
Then could I without helpe of her light, flip 
in a moment into the Seasy and iaile 
onely by that Star, whofe influence now thewindes 

• 1 <T»i. ij ¥ J r 'L & the Waters. 

guides my pen. There could I delcnbe 
what warlike Races the Winds held with the 
Waters : their Wrafiling^ Runnings Retiring, and 
Chafing this way and that way, like two great 
Princes ftriuing for Superiority, and confounding, 
by their contention, not themielues, but thofe 
vnder them. 

^icquid delirant Reges, pleHuntur jfchiui. 

But becaufe you ftiall not bee weary by being 
weather-beaten in Tempefts : fuppoie the Windes 
haue (pent their Malice (like Rich-men, vndon by 
going to Law in defending vniuft Aftions). But 
the Seas fwell ftill by a Naturall pride 
which the Moone (their Miftrefl!e) puts when the 

• • /■ 1 • -KT 1 - motion of the 

mto them, becaufe their Nature being Moon is 

•I 1 ^i*t -Tk • downewards 

quarrellous, they rage (like Roaring andneerer 

Boyes vpon the Land) that they can 

faften no oppofite to go together bi'th eares 
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withall, the next they meeCe they iuftle, and 
that's the Earth : there they purpofe to begin 
another Race\ for dieir R^aues run (like Mad- 
men out of fiedUm) beyond their bounds vp into 
the Landj doing what they can to fwallow it ; and 
that (hewes (me-thinkes) like an vnthrifty riotous 
Heire^ wafhing away (in Tauemes) the pofleffions 
of his father, and his owne Piitrimony, whilft the 
carefidl old man ieekes to keepe all within com- 
pafle ; as the walks of the Earth ftriue to hold 
the vnruly Waters within their owne dominions, 
and to bar them entrance into her owne ; for all 
their buftlin^ and for all their billowe% we are 
now leap'd iafe on fhore. 

Whilft thus I ftand vpon the Mt and un« 

remoueable habitation of our great Grand-mother 

(the Earth) Another Race^ j is prefented 

the Elements to minc cic, for I could hecre defcribe, 

loMansbodr.j^ tfac foai« Elements, (^ k many 

wheeles in a Clocke) are proportioned to more 

I Earth, diuerie wsuea^ and with ftrange turnings, 

3 Aire!'' yet all to meete in one delicate tune 

*^"^ within Mans body. And then, if any 

one of thofe foure PrateBorSj bee predominant 

aboue the other, and fi> fet the reft tc^ther by 

the eares, how then the bloud hath his Race, 

and runnes into diieafes, and the (hortning of 

that Race is to ftumble at Deaths Dore. Agatne, 
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if I (hould rifle this Treafurc-houfe of liuing 
Creatures, and looke into the depth of it, I could 
bring you to thofe hidden Races of ^^e Race of 
Minerals^ and MeUals, which the Sunne ^«^ 
neuer fees, yet can they not liue without him: 
there fhould you behold a Mine of Lead, ^he ambition 
labouring to tumc it feife into Tynne, of Lead. 
and fo to rife to preferment ; but like a poore 
Man, that workes day and night to grow rich, 
hee ftriues with impoflibilities, and is at the 
yeares end no better then at the biginning. 
There ihould you behold a Mine ^xhe ambition 
Tynne, (After to Siluer) vfing all the •^Tymie. 
Art flie can, to be transformed into her fifters 
ihape, and to carry a beauty as faire as hers; 
but like a Rich Man^ that hauing enough, and 
being well to liue, yet pradifeth vnlawfull courfes 
to encreafe his ftate, as his, {o her doings do 
ieldome proiper: There Ukewife (hould Ambition of 
you behold a Mine of Siluer, ambitioufly s"»*^- 
afpiring to bee as glorious Gold: but fhe workes 
like an Alchimift, watches long, and looies her 
labour ; yea, though fhee were able to pafte 
through thofe twelue gates. 

1 Calcination. 

2 Dijfolution. 

Ripley : 

3 Separation. chanon of 

^ . „. Bridlington. 

4 ConiunElton. 
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5 Putrifaaion. 

6 Ccngekuiom. 

7 Cibaiion. 

8 Sublimation. 

9 Firmentatim. 

10 ExidtatioH. 

11 MuUiplicatum. I 

12 PrfneSim. 

And fb come to weare in a Ring, the veiy 
Gold hath no Phylofopheis Stone, yet the triall of her 

"awtkm. beauty would bee when her painting 
came to the Touch. Laft of all, you fiiould 
there likewife behold (the eldeft child of the 
Sume) A Mim of Gold^ who being King of 
Mettalsy neuer afpires to bee higher, becaufe 
it knowes, there is none aboue him. 

Touching Minerals of bafer quality let vs not 
caft our eye vpon diem, hauing enriched our 
Lading with the beft : hoyft now vp Saiies, 
therefore from hence and away ; for theie Races 
(if I (hould meafure the ihorteft of them to his 
end) would weary me too much, and appeare, 
yrkeibmely, too long, like that ioumey of Philip- 
pidesy who ranne one thou&nd, two hundred and 
forty furlongs (which nuJces 155 miles) (from 
Athens in Greece to LMcdemon) in two daies, if 
Polyhiftor lies not 
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I could here be content after this weary Voyage, 
round about the vaft compafle of the world (dis- 
patch^ as you (ee, by my Sea-chariots, within a 
little time,) now to fixe vp Herculean Pillars^ 
and write vpon them Ntm vltra. But our Mufe 
is ambidous, and (to her) Non /ufficit Orbis^ fhe 
muft on againe. For fhe hath one Race ^ f^y^ 
yet to Run, which (for Antiquity) is as *^**** 
Reuerend, (for Perfons) as Renowned, (for the 
Contention) as Glorious, and (for the Vi^ory) as 
Memorable, as any that euer yet haue bene in the 
World. 

It is (becauie you fhall weary your eyes with 
flaring no longer) A Race or Challenge vemie & 
betwixt the Vertucs that dwcU in the v^«^™- 
litde world {Man) and the Vices to whom hee 
giues free entcrtatneroent ; they are all ready to 
prefent their Troupes, and to do their Deuoire: 
But before they enter the lifts, (fome on horfe- 
backe^ fbme on foote, fbme in Chariots) I will 
play the Herauld to marlhall diem in order, ac- 
cording to thdr quality and worthy and fend them 
forth, marching in braue equipage before you. 

The Vertues are not Mounted, and haue Few 
Followers; they haue no Plumes, and 
fo, no Pride; their Attire is decent^ seidome 
fober, girt to them, and ciuill: their "**"" 
Faces graue, auftere in very fweeteneflci fweete 
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in aufterity ; faireft when they are u e ci t it ; louely 
a farre off, and all open ; vied to no 
malice, their pace demure, maieftically- 
humble, conftant and comely. 

The Vices are Gallant Fellowes, they are 
vic« is euer Mounted, and haue no fmall Fooles to 

mounted, ^j^^j^ Followers! they haue Pluoics, like 
Eftridges^ and Perfumes like MuJke-cAts^ (ib ftrong) 
they are foone fmelt out: for Attire, they carry 
Lordfhips on their backes, a Knights lining in 
their Breeches^ & a Shop-keepers wealth in a 
Hat-band, Garters, and Shoe-ftrings; 

^^* Their Faces light, andcke, impudent, 
difdainefull, amoroufly bewitching, fliadowed now 
& then, but not poflible alwaies to be couered: 
As a Fools face can neuer be hid. 

The Vertues will go ibmetimes from you (when 
anon you fee them) but the Vices will ftill come 
with their Faces towards you, for if you looke 
narrowly vpon their backes, if they (hew but them 
to you firft, you will ftnught tume taile to them 
too, & no more care a pin for their company, 
vnlefle you be mad; I will giue you an example of 
ibme of them, that carry their heads higheft : thus. 

The Hole f tK Counter^ is the Backe of Riot ; 

The backe ^^ » Prodtgall lay there in Hunger and 
part of Riot. QjI j^ b^^ £u^ f^^Yi moneths no worfc 

then the laft great Frofl was, in a deere yeere. 
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and in a Plague-time when no body would come 
at him ; and this hee Aiould fuflfer before hee 
bound himfelfe for euer to his Mercer^ being 
fure, elfe, to fufFer it after- wards: I doe not 
thinke but my Gallant would loue a warme Freze 
Jerkin better than a fuite of cut Sattin, and 
choofe rather (like a Horfe) to draw beere, then 
to weare rich trappings like an Affe, for which 
his bones pay (b derrely. So 

Head-ach is the Backe of Drunkennes : if the 
Head-ach would knocke our Coxcombs 
fbundly, fo fbone as wee cry out Drawer part of dnmk- 

enncssc. 

in a Taueme, we ihould neuer quarrel 

with f Watch, /nor breake downe Baudy-houfe* 

windowes at mid-night 

But beft finnes, like the worft faces, are moft 
and euer painted^ and that's the reaibn they fb 
bewitch vs, for it is a good eye can fee their 
deformity: Hearke, 

The Trumpets fbwnd, they are ready for the 
Lifts : behold, they enter ; you perhaps i^^ Race 
(that are but Standers-by) may miftake *»«*»^ 
them, and therefore I will defcribe them, as they 
either begin the Race or end it. 

The firft that runs, is Bla/phemous Infolence^ a 
^urke^ (for you muft vnderftand, that 
of all Nations, ibme are at this Race\ of a proud 

TurAe. 

he will be firft, becaufe he will be 
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firft; his kxds se fuU of Dvings^ his vo^ce 
tfaunden out Bnnes ; hee hues downe Threatcs 
inftced of Wagers^ hee fixMnes to Wage any thing 
▼pon an eucn La]r» for if terror or tyrany can 
win it, he will hane AU; By lus fide comes his 
Siugeon (called Infideli^) the horie he rides oo 
is fwift VengeancCy his two Paiges are Fyre and 
Sword. 

A Chriftian Lady rans againft him, her name 

baoceni HttmiUty : if (he get to the Raoe-cnd, (he 

b promiicd a paire of wings, befides the prize ; 

her looks are modeft, her words few, to her-felfe 

(as fhee iets forth) flie praies: (he has onely one 

Maid waites ▼pon her, called Sv^ftrame ; diey 

both run on feoCc: See, iee, the Tierir flies like 

a winged Dragon, the Chriftian flies too, like a 

Done, yet with nobler ^wed ; flitt has now gotten 

the better way of him, and is gone beyond Um, 

and (ee ! Rage and Haft to diigrKe her, in her 

fpeed, haue caft him from his Horfe, his 

omutxrsf owne Horfe kickes and tramples on the 

^^^for Maifler. The Chriftian Lady runs in 

faoKisium. pitty to fiuie him : but he curfing Her, 



and calling ooely vpon his owne Sur- 
geon (Infidelity) fliee (fiu* want of fldll) poifons 
his wound in fteed of coring it ; he's dead : his 
Surgeon rips his body, to feuch what was periflied 
widiin him (vpon lb flight a fall, as (he tearmes 
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it) and (ree!) his heart is turned into a Flint: 
Blacke, and Hardened as Marble, & lying drown'd 
in the bloud of a thou&nd poore Hun-- 
gariansy yet all that could not ibften it oooHranby 
The Wager they nuine for vf2s/^ Gar- 
land of Palme-trees held vp by a Lady at the 
Goales end (whofe name is Eternity) and by her 
giuen to the Chriftian Conqueror, with the Wings, 
befides, which were piomifed her, if fhee fainted 
not in her Race. When the wheels of Defire 
are once fet a going, the more weights you hang 
irpon them, the fafter tume they about, for lo! 
all the Opponents in this Race-running haue done 
what they came for in a moment whilft you were 
bufy about the firft Challenger and Defendant, 
fo great was their Pernor: but I haue the Roll 
here of the peribns and their names, and albeit 
you haue loft the fight of them in Adtion, you 
ftiall not loofe the (port of it in my Relation. 

The fecond that ran, and made the braueft 
Ihow, was a yong Gallant, his nam^ p^^dj^^u^ 
Prodigallityj loued of many Ladies for ^^^ 
his good gifts, and foUowed by many rich Citizens 
ions, who were preferd vnto him by their fathers 
Mony: he lat in a Chariot, open on t,^ character 
euery fide, foure Horfes drew him,°^***~**^«^^- 
(Ra/hnejfe^ Luxuryy Folfyj and Hanger-on) his 
Coach-man being drunke, A Whore whipped 
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him for-ward, and made all Fly ; at the backe 
of the Chariot, two leaped vp, & were drawne 
after him, vix. : Beggery and a Fooltj whofe 
gefture of making mouthcs and anticke faces 
was excellent {port to the fpeftators: he ran a 
fwift and thundring pace; after him and dofe 
by him rid many Merchants, Mercers, and Silke« 
men, who had laid great Wagers on his head, 
but he gaue them ail the flip, and was before 
hand with them ftilL 

The Defendant whom he challenged, was a 
poUiticke Beleicke, his name Hans^hrift 

Thrifts Racv o ' ^ 

' (a Dutchman) vigilant in his couri^ 
futtle in laying his wager, prouident in not 
venturing too much, honeft to pay his lofles, 
mduftrious to get more (twenty fundry waies) 
if hee (hould happen to bee cheated of all ; his 
Horie was not fo fwift as fure, his Attire not 
curious, but rich & neate : they fet out both 
together, but before Prodigallity came halfe way 
of his ioumey. Thrift got the ftart of him, out- 
went, out-wearied, out-^nt him ; tother loft all, 
this won what the other loft. 

Prodigality / vpon this diigrace hid his head, but 
incountring when he went away, with 

DiSoontdC the r » i /• 

mother of a cruc of Mak'<imtentSy they ichooled 

hun, and they Ipoyled him; for m a 

bote bloud hee prefently grew defperate, and fwore 
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to vndertake (for nufing of his fortunes) the plots 
of Treaibn, to blow vp kingdomes, to ^m^/^ 
murder Kings, and to poyibn Princes : ** ^"^* 
But the Hang-man hearing their whifpering, fet 
vp a paire of gallowes in his way ; at which hee 
ran full-but, fell downe, brake his necke, and 
neuer fince could keepe any good quarter. 

The third that came fneaking in was a leane 
ill-faced (hotten-herring-bellied-rafcall ; The character 
his nofe dropped as foone as he entred «>^* Niggard. 
into the Race^ whofe filth, becaufe it would fcoure, 
and fb (aue ibpe, hee wrapt vp in as filthy a 
hand-kercher : his apparrell was cut out of 6 or 
7 religions, and aa they turned, that turned. He 
flole one onely code oi fire from Prodigality^ 
which hee toft betwixt his hands to warme them : 
he had in his pocket (to vidluall him for this 
voyage) two dried cobs of a red herring, referued 
by a fiihmonger at the fiege of Famagofta^ & then 
afterward laid on a dung- hil, and the cruft of a 
bifket that had been twice at the weft Indies. 
This 7hing was a VJurer^ cald Niggardlinejfe \ 
he had no page, but two Brokers (out of their 
loue to him, hoping to get by it) came along with 
him vpon their owne charge. 

Againft this wretch, (in braue defiance) ftept 
forth an old LcMid (that is now no Hospitality 
Courtier; for hee keeps a place in the p^<^^»*^- 



336 A STRANGE HORSE-RACE. 

Countrey, & all the chimnies in it finoke: he fpends 
his money as he Q)ends the water that pafleth to 
his houic, it conies thither in great pipes, but it i> 
all confumed in his kichin,) his name Hofpitality. It 
is a graue & reuerend countenance ; he weares his 
beard long of purpofe, that y haires being white, 
and ftill in his eie» he may be terrified fro doing 
anything vnworthy their honor: his apparrel is 
for warmth, not brauery : if he thinke ill at any 
time, he prefently thinks wel : for iuft vpon his 
breaft he wears his Reprehenfton. As a iewel 
comprehends much treafure in a little roome ; 
and as that nut-ihell held all Homers Iliads fmally 
written in ^j^ptecc of Vellum. So, though the 
tree of his vertues grow high, and is laden with 
goodly fruit, yet the top-bough of all, and the 
faireft Apple of all he counteth his Hofpitality : 
His bread was neuer too ftale, his drinke was 
neuer fowre, no day in the yeare was to them 
that are hungry, ji fafiing day^ yet he obicrues 
them all : Hee giues moderately euery houre, but 
in reuerence of one (eafbn in the yeare, all that 
come may freely take. 

And this is (as the Bpoke doeth remember) 

The cold frofty feaibn of December : 
Franklins Pfusbus waxcd old, and hewed like Latoun 
That afore in his hot Declination 
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Shone as the burned gold, with ftreames bright, 
But now in Capricome adowne he light : 
Whereas he ihone fall pale, I dare well feyne, 
The bitter froftes with the fleet and raine 
Deftroyed hath the greene in euery yerd : 
lanus fttteth by the fire with double herd, 
And drinketh of his Bugle-horne the wine^ 
Befofe him flandeth the Brawne of the tuflced fwine. 

The horfe he fate vpon was gray and aged, 
like his maifter, but weake by reafon Thevthat 
of yeares ; yet his heart good, and t^^t 
knew the way to many holy places, ^^^SS^ 
whither hee had often carried his Lord, *^* 
and therefore fcorning now he (hould incountet 
fb ignoble an oppoflte as he faw ftand brauing, 
hee breathed a kinde of quicke fire in and out at 
his (horing noftrils, in figne he had quickned 
his old courage, and that he wiflied to ftand on 
no ground till this worke were ended Forward 
therefore^ both parties fet: Ho/pit ality 
had thoufands following him, with & iSnpitauty 
fliouts, heartningS) plaudits, and praifes : 
At Niggardlinejfe euery man laughed, euery man 
difdained him, none clapped him on the backe, 
but his two trunch-men (the Brokers) the tother 
rode like a prince with all eyes throwne vpon him 
in admiration : but this poore ftarueling ran as if 
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a (car-crow had floweo : it was not / a runnings 
but a kinde of faUc icumy Amble, or rather 
Hobling, which put him into iiich a heate (he 
neuer in all his life fireating before) that hee 
melted all his tallow, wluch at the moft was not 
able to make a piffing Candle ; and fb the fhufle 
of his life went out ftinking. Before hee dyed, 
he gaue his keyes to the Brokers, and made them 
his heircSy with charge to bury him there in the 
high-way, onely to faue charges, and to ftrip off 
his cloadies, which he made them fweare they 
(hould fell : £/ hie finis priamiy and with that 
word he lay as dead as a do^;e. His hdrcs 
performed his will, and going home merily, to 
fhare his wealth, which they knew to be infinite, 
they found nothing in the. houfe but two peny 
Halters : (for all his money hee had buried vnder 
the earth in a field) the fight of this ftruck cold 
to their hearts : and fb (feeing didr owne Father, 
as it were, had cozened them) the Brokers went 
both away like a cupple of Hounds from the 
dogge-houiC in a fbing tc^ether, and lye buried 
at the grate which receiues the common Sewer m 
the midft of Hounds-ditch. Hqfpitality had the 
honour of the day, and went away cro¥med widi 
poore mens Benediffions. 

The next Contenders that followed thefe, were 
an Englijh Knight and a Spanijhi the Don was 
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a temperate and very little feeder, and no drinker, 
as all Spaniards are ; the Knight had ^ . 
bsene dub*d onely for his valour m temperate in 
that feruice : to it they went both, horfed EngUsh a 
alike, manned alike, braue alike^ the 
Spaniard not ib gawdy, but more rich. Sir Dagonei 
had fcarce fet fpurs to his Bucephalus^ but with 
healths which he tooke out of euery commanders 
fift, drinking to his bodne voyage, he fell ficke, 
& his horfe, both of the Staggers j of which hee 
neuer recouered : hee had (befides his ^ drunkards 
Page) fome Voluntaries that attended ^«"o«^«^ 
him, that is to fay, the dr<nvfie and decayed 
Memory ; the one filled his glafles, the other his 
Tobacco-pipes. Slunrtnejfe of Life held his bridle, 
and helped him ftil oiF. The Diego was a dapper 
fellow, of a free minde and a faire, bounteous of 
his purfe, but fparing/in his Cups, as (coming 
to make his belly a wine-ccUer, therefore the 
more nimble ; and hauing nothing in him but 
fire, (as the other nothing but the contrary 
Element) hee flew before the winde 
like a gallant Pinnace vnder fayle, zxA cra^uia, qnam 
held out his Bjace to the end^ leauing ^ 
the Englifh-man dead-drunke^ in lefTe then a 
quarter of the way. 

Then came in two by two, other Troopes^ 
whofe onfets, and ouer-throwes, honours, and 
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diigraces, darings, and dauntings, merit an ample 
ChronicUy rather then an AbftraS\ of 
' all which the Braggadochia-vices ftill got 
the worft : the Vertues departing in Triumph, but 
hot with any infulting. And thus the glory of 
this Race ended. 

Now, as after the cleare ftreame hath glided 
away in his owne current, the bottome is muddy 
and troubled And as I haue often (een^ after 
the finifhing of ibme worthy Tragedy, or Catas- 
trophe in the open Theaters, that the Sceane after 
the Epilogue hath beene more blacke (about a 
nafty bawdy ligge) then the moft horrid Sceane in 
the Play was : The Stinkards (peaking all things, yet 
no man vnderftanding any thing ; a mutiny being 
amongft them, yet none in danger : no tumult, and 
yet no quietnefle ; no mifchifs begotten, and yet 
mifchiefe borne : the fwiftnefle of fuch a torrent, the 
more it ouerwhelmes^ breeding the more pleafure. 

So after thofe Worthies and Conquerours had 
left the field, another Race was ready to begin, 
at which, though the peribns in it were nothing 
equall to the former, yet the fhoutes and noyfe 
at thefe was as great, if not greater. They 
marched in no order, and that made them feeme 
comely ; HandibmenefTe in them had beene a 
diigrace, the worfe they (hewed, the better they 
were liked; They could do nothing ill, becaufe 
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they could doe nothing well, and were therefore 
commended, becaufe there was in them nothing 
commendable : Such praiie as / they brought, they 
caried away : and this it was. 

The firft Troope that came thronging in, were 
a company of braue flaring fellowes, 
that looked like Flemings^ for they were 
as fat as butter, and as plumpe in the face as 
Trumpeters are when their cheekes fwell like 
bladders. No horfes could bee hired for them: 
for (as Gallants doe Citizens) they were fure to 
breake their backes : they were all Foot-men 
therefore, and ran very heauily (like men going 
to hanging) becaufe if they fhould fall, their bellies 
making them leape heauy, they were fiire to breake 
their neckes. Thcfe termed themfelues or BfUmrus. 
Epicures.wA all thatheard them beleeucd ^SlJ?S?i 
it : for their Guts was their Gody their ^•^ 
Heads J Hogfluads of wine, their Bodies j Cages for 
wild-fowle, and their Souks nothing elfe but the 
fleame and breath of roafled Capons ferued vp 
piping hoL Thefe ran into a thoufand mens Debts y 
but ran fb farre one fit>m another, (for feare of 
breaking Ribbes if they had iuftled) that they would 
be fiire neuer to run in any certaine danger. 

The lafl Race they ran (for you mufl know 
they had many) was from a cry of Sergeants : yet 
in the end the Law ouer-tooke them, and after 
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a. long, (weaty, and troubldbme Race^ ouer-threw 
and layd them in the duft ; they dyed in prifon, 
and were buryed in (ilence. 

After them came in a pert Lawyer j puffing and 
blowing (one that for putting a wrench 

AT -1 ON * O 

his ooDsdence mto the Juowes mouth, to force her to 
fpeake any thing, was pitched ouer the 
barre) and hee ran really : but with whom thinke 
you ? againft his owne Confcience : but in the Race 
(fweat and fweare, do what he could) flie gaue 
him the flip, tired him extreamely, and was ftill 
out of his reach the length of Gracious ftreet^ at the 
leaft ; yet the Lawyer was a goodly man, ftrong, 
and full of aAion, and / his Confcience nothing in 
the world to fpeake of. 

The next was one that fhould haue beene a 
(choUer, and was indeed, and he ran 
horrible fafl after foure Benefices all at 
one time : they held him nobly to it a long (pace ; 
but with much adoe hee got beyond them, and 
wonne what he ran for : Mary hee caught fuch 
an incurable cold (by reaibn of his purfinefle) that 
hee loft his voyce prelently, and grew by degrees, 
fo hoarfe, that he neuer fpake after to any great 
purpofe, all his lights were fo flopped. 

At laft comes (kipping in a terfe, (pruife, 

A Taylor runs J^^tificd Capricious Toylor, ixcw leaped 

with Pride, f^^ j^jg shop-booid ; and the DiuUI 
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could not perfwade him, but hee would runne 
with Pride^ and with none clfc. Pride was for 
him, and tooke hold of him prefently, Horjes 
were offered to them both : No (iayd the Taylor) 
I will not bee fet on Horfe-backe, I will not 
ride, nor be ridden : Pride (corned any courtefie 
more then he. To it they go then ; Pride got 
fttU before him, and he followed her at an ench 
like a mad-man, tooth and nayle. In the end 
hee had her at his backe : Pride then (for anger 
that any fliould out-ftrip her) made Aich extreame 
hafte, that fiiee caught a fall. The Taylor (hauing 
many gallant parts of a Gendeman about him) 
looking afide, and ieeing his Incounterer downe, 
came brauely to her, offering to take her vp; 
which (he difdaining, allowed him a yard before 
her, which hee was content to take, and to it 
they go againe : Pride followed him clofe, and 
comming home vp to him, (pyed her aduantage 
(being neere the Races end) and leaping forward, 
hit him full at the heart, and (b ouerchrew him. 
Inraged at which, hee drew out a Spanifli weapon, 
and would haue runne it through her ; (hee put 
him by, and cut his combe, which (b cut his 
heart (to (ee a woman his confu(ion) / that hee 
was neuer his owne man afterward. But he 
(ayd hee wrought his owne woe him(eife, and 
confeft it was his owne feeking to meddle 
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with her ; and therefore fuch bread as he brake, 
was but broken to him againe, yet (wore (if a 
man might beleeue him) that though he Amke 
into hell for it, he would, at one time or other, 
fawce her. 

This quarrell made peace ; for the vn-rauelling 
of this bottome, was the laft threed that ended 
all. You now fee what voyage this ihip of fooles 
(in which thefe laft were imbarked) hath made. 
Heere caft they Anchor, and leap on Shore. 



A preparation to the Mafque enfuing, 

and the cauie theiof. 

FAME, who hath as many tongues as there 
are mouthes in the world, hearing of the 
honourable defeature giuen by thofe worthy 
Champions to their ignoble (but infulting) ene- 
Anewes n^ics, could not choofe (becaufe fhee 
•P"*^ is a woman) but prattle of it, in all 
places, and to all peribns ; inibmuch that the 
Courts of Kings rang of it. Cities made bone- 
fires for it, the Country had almoft broke all 
their bels about it: at euery Crofle it was pro- 
claimed, at euery Market, one word went about 
the price of viftuals^ and fiue about that : Barbers 
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had neuer iuch vtterance of a newes, Booke-Jellers 
fold more fheetes then Linnen-drapers ; Carriers 
could load their horfes with no Packes but of 
^his : No Ship went to Sea, but ibme part of the 
fraight was this viftory: It was written of at 
home, difperfed in / letters abroad, and Tung to a 
new Tune every where. Omitting thefe hither 
parts of Chriftendomey fhe {Fame I meane) taking 
her Trumpet (becaufe (he is Times Herald) flew 
with it ouer the Mediierranean-Jea into Afiay firft 
into Turkey y fo to Caldaa^ Perfia^ Hircaniaj Affiriay 
Armenia^ and then getting vp higher ouer the 
Cqfpian/eaj away (hee poafted to the Tartars^ and 
CathayanSy then to the Chynois^ and other Eaft 
Indiansy fo backe againe ouer the Arabian Sea^ 
into Arabia Fctlix : then crofiing ouer Numidia, 
her next cut was into Barbary in Africa^ from 
thence downe to Noua Guinea ; and from thence 
eroding the Lyne into the Eihyopian Jea^ away 
fwoopes ihee by Erajilly and ib beates her Wings 
in the Weft Indies^ whofe heate being ready to 
melt her, (as the Eaft Indies did before) ouer the 
Lyne againe ihe feuds to Noua Hijpaniay & fo 
to the Northward of America] then homeward 
through Florida^ taking Firginea, Noua Francia, 
Norembegay and all thofe Septentrionall Countries 
in her paflage, and £0 eroding the Deucalidonian 
Jeay hauing beaten her felfe ahnoft to death in 
D. Jii« 44 
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proclaiming and trumpeting lowdly the News\ 
(he pantingly aiiues where fhee fet forth, pruning 
and peecing vp her flagging and broken fVings. 

The winds caching her breath in all kingdoms, 
through which flie went, were as great with it 
as her felfe, & ready to burft vntili they were 
deliuered. Neuer was fuch puffing & blowing, 
fuch bluftring & roarings flnce they threw downe 
Bahel : (o that with their ftrugling who 
cause of an fliould cry out firft, they were all brought 

earth-quake. « i /• . • r n /• t 

a bed of it at one tune : for all of them 
breaking by force into the bowels of the earth, 
and by that irruption tearing her very foundation 
with an vniuerfall earth- quake, the mafly frame 
was deft & riuen afunder, and {o the terror of 
the report was by the wherrying winds fhot (as 
if with a thimder-bolt from heauen) and neuer 
tarryed, or met any rub, till it burft open the 
Gates of Infemall Erebus. 

The / Grand-Sophy of the Satanicall Synagogue y at 
The Dhiei put ^^^ ^^^ found of it belchd out a groane, 
^G^-mer *« rebound of which (like one bandogs 

prosper, ^hyning in Paris Garden, fitting all the 
Kennels a barking) left all the Stygian Hel-hounds 
in a moft clamorous howling. The difmall conibrt 
hauing (with a worfe noife then the grating and 
crafhing of Iron when it is a fyling) ended thefe 
Blacke SantSy & ihooke their gaftly heads foure or 
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fiue times togetiier, & with chaines ratling at dieir 
heele% (as if fo many blacke Dogs of New-gate 
had beene mad in a Taueme there) ran bellowing 
All, about their Father of Mi/chief e^ to know what 
Qualme came ouer his ftomake. He (darting an 
eye vpon them, able to confound a thouiand Con- 
iurers in their owne Circles, though with a wet 
finger they could fetch vp a little Diuell) and with 
an Flulaiianj (his chin almoft burfting his breaft- 
bone with a Nod) from which, fiun'd out a breath 
(blacker then (ea-coale fmoake out of a Brew- 
houfe chimney) which if their withered chaps had 
bin there, yawning to fucke it downe was of 
power to haue turned ten thoufand old Beldams 
in Lapland into the rankeft Witches, Hee thus 
grumbled : HtFs vndoney Why, yelped all the reft ? 
An Armada (quoth he) cannot iaue vs, Hds Army 
our Legions ^ the world next aboue «^«**^ 
vs) are ouerthrowne by that Stigmaticall Virago 
Veriue: All thofe Battalions that warred vnder 
f cuUors of our Red & fiery Drago are de- 
bauihed : Suffer this bracke into our Achtrmticke 
Territories & hotter AJfaffinations will euery day 
pel mel maule vs. Al about him cryed they 
would neuer endure it» 

Whilft this indigefted miichiefe lay broyling on 
their ftomackes, roome was made for an Intelli- 
gencer newly arriu'd vpon thefe ftronds of Horror. 
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It was one of thofe nimble Vmbratki D^mones^ 
Paracelsus de ** inuifible 85 the Aifc, & (Ilkc AlPc) 
znomu. jieuer out of our company, one of thofe 
Gnomiy whofe part ^heophraftus Paracd/us takes fo 
terribly, prouing/that whether we fw[i]mme, or 
are on land, or in the woods, or in houfes, wee 
are ftill haunted with a fpirit or two at leaft, 
neither hurtfiill nor doing good ; and fuch a one 
Furies are Hcis^«« This : Belial Belzebub of Bora- 
^T^teVf ^^rum, had lately employed this Pur- 
"/w.Sf feuant of his about ferious bufmefle; 
th™iirrf««* ^l^ich hauing done nothing, and 
pi^S^'^cA dreading but forry paiment for his 
*^1S^I^' labour, hec knew not how better to 
^^^J^- efcape the Furies, then by forging fome 
iJ!^'sde egregious lies, by the fame Anuile, that 
vtro cuUm. jJi jjgjj ^^ now ftriking (that's to fay, 

touching the late viftorie of the Vertues) and fo 
to bee thought hee had fpent all his time in that 
intelligence. 

He therefore being tofled, (the throng was fo 
great) vpon their glowing flefh-hookes. 

Blasphemy » 'ti i % r 

thediueis from one to one, tm hee came before 
^^ ^ the grand Cacodemotiy (his Maifter) who 
fate in a chaire all on fire, downe fell my little 
fpirit flat at his clouen feete : and then, the 
Captaine of Damnation, (hauing firft {pit out foure 
or fiue Blafphemies, which one of his Gentlemen 
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Vihers ftiil trod out) hee gnafhed his teeth, and 
aiked if the newes were current : it was replied, 
yes. 

Nay (cries this Goilin) to vnclafpe a booke of 
my further traueis, let mee bee hung in chaines 
of yce (as you are in fire, if I lie) and bee bound 
to eate flakes in the Frozen Zone for a thoufand 
yeares, if the Gloabe of the Terreftriall world bee 
not new Moulded, the Ball of it hath none of 
the Old Stuffing: not an inch of knauery can 
now bee had for loue or money; if you would 
giue a Million of Gold you cannot haue a Courtier 
in debt, if you would beftow a thoufand pounds 
worth of Tobacco on a Souldier but to fweare a 
Garrifbn-oth, hee would die ere hee drunke it ; 
l>efides all Rich-men are liberall, Poore men not 
contentious. Beggars not drunke. Lawyers not 
couetous, rich heires not riotous, Cittizens not 
enuious, clownes mofl religious. 

No / more, cryed the Tartar tan Tarmagant ; The 
tother ftop'd in his Careere, and it was 
time ; for tins lafl Cannon, fhot Schil^, Dutch, a 
lum Wajferhand through both his broad wrhimd^ ' 
fides. The fall of this Mil-flone hadNa^^ttine 
almofl burft his heart, he figh'd nothing 
but fiafhes of fire, fpit nothing but flakes of brim- 
ftone, weep'd nothing but fcoopes-fuU of fcalding- 
water; for now he fiiw the 'Dilaceration of his 
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owne Luciferan Kingdome^ and the exaltation of 
his enemies ; out of his prefence hee commanded 
all. They breake their Neckes for haft ; he bawld 
for Muficke ; Ten thoufand foules were prcfently 
fet a yelling : hee tooke no pleafure in't Hee felt 
himfelfe damnably heart-burnt, pangues worfe then 
the tortures of euerlafting death fell vpon him, 
and no hope of his Recouery; which made an 
inexpreflible howling in hell. 

No Amendment being in him, hee cals for 
Phyfitions : not one would come neere him, they 
knew his payment too well; for Potecaries they 
were futtle enough, and cared not for his cuftome. 
He then roard out for a cunning Scriuener to 
The Notary HuJcc his Willi one was at his Elbow 
^'^^S.S^prefently. Him he hugd in his armes, 

^''"'- and cry'd out, Welcome my Sonne ; 
thou now fhalt for euer bind mee vnto thee. 
<S^. Satrapas Satan^ then goes on and tels him, 
Hee's falne into a low and miferable eftate, his 
cafe is defperate, and therefore being vtterly 
giuen ouer, hee (ends for him to make his Laft 

Will and Tejtamenij and fo Signior Scriuano 

begins, and galops as faft with his Pen, 

as Manjieur Diabolo could with 

his chaps. The JVill 

was this. 




The/Diuels laft Will and 
TESTAMENT. 

lEHEMyiH Dornjchvieyn, Prince of all 
that lyes betweene the £aft and the 
Weft, the North and the South; 
Mighty both on the Sea, and on the 
Land, chiefe Vayuode of Vfiuy, Symony, Bribery, 
Penury, Forgery, Tyrrany, Blafphcmy, -n^ xxmvt a 
Calumny, &c. (My Vaflails and Deputies, f^;;;;*- ^ 
with alt their Petty Officers vnder them),,^^*;,^^^ 
Patron of all that ftudy the blacke and ^;?;^'^'%;' 
Negretnanticke Arts; Father of all the^''^"^;,^^, 
Roaring Boyes ; The Founder and <»"'o"'«- 
Vpholder of Paintings, Dawbings, Plaifterings, 
Piugettings, PurflingSjCerufings, Cement- 
ings, Wrinkle-fillings, and Botchings vp» chiefe Rijer: 
of old, decayed, and weather-beaten puen togreat 
Faces ; being confounded, and tormented par" of 
in euery limbe: but hauing my Memory Trjitmpini 
and Wits frefti and liuely, doe make 
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this my laft Will and Tefi<mcnt in manner and 
forme following : 

Inprimisy I will bequeath the World (whereof 
I am Prince) with all the Pleafurcs, 

The L^|acics.« . to xr * * 

InticementSy and Sorcerous Vanities 

thereof, to bee equally diftributed amongft / my 

To his ^^^ And Daughters ; and becaufe (of 

children, jj^y Q^jie knowledge) I find very many 

of them, to be damnable and wicked, I lay vpon 

all fuch a fathers heauy curfe ; not caring though 

they hang in hell, becauie they haue run a villan- 

ous, impious, prepofterous, and diuelifh Race. 

Item. To all thofe Ladies, Gentlewomen, and 

A Legacy Cittizens wiues, (being fet downc by 

to Indies, ^jj^^ Names in my Black-book) to 

whofe houies & company I haue bene welcome 
at mid-night, my Will is f they all, fhall moume. 

Item. I further will and bequeath to my louing 
A Legacy to ^^^ dcercft fHcnds, the Vfurers of this 

vsurera. Citty, all fuch moneis as are now, or 
fhall heereafter bee taken aboue the rate of lo. 
ith hundred. 

Item. My Will is, that cuery Gentleman who 

femes mee, fhall bee kept in his Chaine, 

GaUanu, that yea, the worft that hath followed mee, 

follow him. ... . «i«r* /"Tx 

let him goe m a blacke luite of Durance. 

Item. Whereas I haue many Bafe Daughters 

lurking about ^ Suburbs, I giue to the Carbuncles 
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a peece, the biggeft that can be goten. And to 
thoie Matrons (that for my fake haue a Legacy to 
bene euer deere to thofe my £iid theCkUe. 
Daughters) I giue to each of them a ^ Legacy to 
bottle of the fame Aqua^iU^ whereof ^"*^ 
I my felfe drinke. 

Item. I giue my inutfible doakes to all Bank- 
rout% becaufe they made them, but to ^ L^cy to 
one Poet onely (called Poet Qmedy) I ^^^"^ 
giue my beft inuifible Cloake^ becaufe it onely 
fits his ihoulders better then mine owne, but 
chiefly for that hee will, trim it vp well, and line 
it with Came not neere me, orftand off\ And becaufe 
he b a flip of mine owne grafting, I likewiie 
bequeath to him my beft Slippers, to waike and 
play with his Keepers no(e& 

Item. I giue to all Oflicers that loue mee, a 
brace of my owne Angels to hang a Legacy to 
about their neckes, as a remembrance louTfaim. ^ 
of mee. 

Item, I my Wil is, that all the Brokers in Long- 
lane be fent to me with all ipeed poflible, ^ Legacy to 
becaufe I haue much of them laid to ^"^^^ 
pawne to me, which will, I know, neuer be 
redeemed, and what I giue to them fhall bee in 
Hugger- Mugger ; and for their brethren (the 
reft of their lewifli Tribe in the Synag(^e of 
HounJ-ditcK) let the be aflTured they flxall not bee 

D. III. 45 
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forgotten, becaufe I heare they pray for mee 
howrely : I pitty thefe poore diipifed ibules, becaufe 
if they fhould mifle mee, I know what would 
become of them. 

Item, I giue toward the mending of the High- 
A Legacy for ^^^^5> betwccne New-gate and Tybume, 
'l^S^T> all the grauell that lies in the Kidneys, 

bume. Rcynes and Bladders, of Churles, Vfurers, 
Baudes, Harlots, and Whoore-maifters,- and rather 
then thofe Grauel-pits, fhould grow fcanty, I will 
that they bee fupplied continually. 

Item. I giue to all lailors and Keepers of 
A Legacy to prifons, to euery one of them, the fbule 

u^ois. Qf ^ Beare (to bee rauenous) the body 
of 1 Woolfe (to be cruell ;) the fpeech of a Dog 
(to be churlifh;) the Tallons of a Vulture (to 
bee griping,) and my countenance to beare them 
out in their office, that they may looke like diuels 
vpon poore prifoners: 

Item. My Will is, that if any Roaring Boy 

A Legadeto (fpringing fiom my Race) happen to be 

Roaring Boka. s^j^^ fwaggering, or fwearing three- 

pil'd oathes in a Taueme, or to bee kild in the 
quarrell of his Whoore ; let him bee fetched 
hither (in my owne Name) becaufe heere he fhall 
be both lookt too, and prouided for. 

LafUy, I make and ordaine (by this my laft 
Will and Teftasnenf) a common Barretour to 
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bee my Executor ; and two Knights, who are 
my fwome feruants and are of the Poft ; 
(their Names and feruice being naild ttw^ods^ 
vpon Fillers in Weftminfter Pallace) *^'*^^*"' 
I make them, (al-be-it they / are pur-blind) my 
OuerfeerSy and for their paines therein^ I will be- 
queath to each of them a great round Pearle, to 
be wome in their eyes, becaufe I may be ftil in 
their fight, when I am gone from them* 

And to teftify that this is my laft and onely 
fVill which ihall ftand, I fubicribe my Name 
vnto it, thereby Renouncing, Retraining, Reuo- 
eating, DifanuUing, & quite Cancelling, all former 
Wils whatfoeuer by mee at any time or times 
made : In witneiTe whereof all the States Inf email ; 
Avernall^ Acherontickey Stygian^ Phlegetonticke and 
Peryphlegitimticke^ haue likewife fubicribed, in the 
yeare of our Ranging in the World, 5574. 

Mounfieur Nouerini (being a man, whoie con- 
ditions were too well knowne) had AithoQ^ then 
nothing iaid to him at this time, be- *mharetrvrsa 

^ out of HcU, 

caufe the Diuell was very bad, and had /et you must 

^ , know hec had 

no ftomacke to talke of old Reckonings a oonudanoe 

for that pur- 

(for Vniuerfe was in his debt) but had pow. to haue 

^ - lit Ingpcsse and 

his payment, and was glad he got away. 

Now, as it often happens to rich Cur- ^,^ 
mudgeons, that after they haue fettled ^*^ *^*™~- 
their eftates on their death-beds, (as they verily 



mens 
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feare) and that their wiues gape day and night to 
be widdowes, that from their hufbonds coffin they 
may leape into a Coach and be Ladies^ their 
fbnnes and heires curfing as faft (as the mothers 
pray) vntill the great Capon-bell ring out, the 
daughters weeping (when they know their por- 
tions) onely becauie they are not marriageable, or 
if manageable, becaufe ere they mourne in blacky 
they haue not Suiters to make them merry, & the 
kindred as greedy (for their parts) to fee the wind- 
ing iheete Isdd out, that they may fetch their fat 
Legacies, & then (oh terrible then !) ^ old Fox 
reuiues, fals to his fleepe, cals for his vidhials, 
feeles himfelfe mend» remembers his bags, cries 
out for his keies, feales vp his mony, no talk of 
a Wil, no hope of a Widdow, no (haring of his 
wealth ; Euen the (elfe-iame Pill tooke this DUgo 
D^monum^ and recouered vpon it 

For / all his children, acquaintance, and ieruants^ 
(landing round about him, howling and crying for 
him, behold! this howling of theirs made him 
almoft out of his wits ; that madnefle quickened 
his fpirits, his fp'uits made him rowze vp himfelfe, 
with that rowzing hee began to looke into what 
danger he was falne, and by looking into it, to 
deuife plots againe to raife it. 

Heereupon, a Synode was called of all the 
fubtilleft and plaugieft prates in Hell, (of which 
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there are good ftore) : Magog Mammon, there dis- 
couers his difeafe, the caufe of it, and the peril! ; 
his feare is that his Kingdome would now bee 
(brely (haken, and his ibrrowes, becaufe all they 
(hould be fure to fmart for it more then he him- 
felfe, hee therefore craues thdr infemall couniell. 

They fit, they confer, they conful^ and from 
that confultation (after many villanous proieds 
told on their homes like dung rpon Pitch-forkes, 
and fmelling worfe) this Aduice was hatched, and 
had fethers ftucke on the backe, the reft were 
pluckt naked ; And this it was. That Minotaure 
Polypfiem (the Sire of all thofe Whelpes barking 
thus in the Kennels of Hell) fhould forth-with 
put fire into his old Bones, and fall to threfhing 
of their Damme, to get more Hell-hounds, (braue 
yong little Diuels) whom hee may (like Tumblers) 
hoyft from one Fiends fhoulder vp to another, 
and (b pop them into the world : And they againe 
going to Bull, with other blacke Goblins, may 
ingender, what monflers they pleaie to (et all the 
world and all the people in it out of tune, and 
the worfe Muficke they make, the more {port it 
is for him. 

This Aft was Filed vpon Record : moft Voyces 
carried it away ; the G>uncell flowed currant, the 
G>urt is adioumed, and the great Beglherby of 
Lymbo fals hotly / to his bufinefle. Now you muft 
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vnderfland, that the Diuell being able to get chil- 
dren fafter then any man elfe, had no (boner 
touched his old Laplandian Gueneuora^ but (bee 
as fpeedily quickned ; and no iboner quickned, 
but was deliuered, and lay in, and had at this 
Litter or Burden^ two twins. 

Dabh^ Aldip j/lamiat: their father gaue them 

Daik, the their names^ the one was called Hypo- 

dig/d^d mL crifie, the other Ingratitude^. Hypocrite 

todeu^QnTwas put to nurie to an Anabaptift of 

ju^imbat, % Amfterdam, but Ingratitude was brought 

^"a^^ vp at home. In a ihort time they 

ingroHiMde, ftbattend, and were plumpe as fat Chop- 

^^ bacons they were, and toward to praftife 

any trickes that were fhewed diem. 

So that beeing' ripe for maifters^ Hypocrijie was 
prefently bound to a Puritane Taylor, 



^syes 



cioalLe.inakcr.|jy his Nuric, and did nothing but make 
Clokes of Religion for to weare^ of a thousand 
colours. Hee ran away from the Taylor, and 
then dwelt with a Vizard-maker, and there hee 
was the firft who inuented the wearing of two 
faces vnder a hood. After this hee trauelled into 
Italy y and there learned to embrace with one arme, 
and ftabbe with another: to finile in your fince, 
yet to wifli a ponyard in your bofbme : to proteft, 
and yet lye : to fweare loue, yet hate mortally. 
From Italy hee came into the Low-countries^ 
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where he would not talke, vnlefle hee dranke with 
him, and call you Myn Leeuin Broder^ with a full 
glaffe, onely to ouer-reach you in your cups of 
your bargaine* 

Out of Germany bee is i^aine come ouer into 
England, lus lodging is not certaine : 

^^ The nicture 

For (like a wboore) hee lyes euery or an hypo- 
where. Hee fbmetimes is at G>urt^ and 
is there exceeding full of complement ; hee goes 
fometimes like a threed-bare Scholler, with lookes 
humble, as a Lambes^ and as innocent, but his 
heart prouder then a Turkes to a Chriftians. 

Hee / hath a winning and bewitching prefence, 
a fweete breath, a muficall voyce, and a /yj^^z duUg 
warme loft hand. But it is dangerous '*'**'' ^^• 
to keepe company with him, becauie he can alter 
himielfe into fundry fhapes. In the Citty hee is 
A I^ogge, and will fawne vpon you : In the fields 
hee is a Lyons Whelpe, and will play with you : 
In the Sea hee is a Mer-mayd, and will iing to 
you. But that £iiwning is but to reach at your 
throat : that playing is to get you into his pawes, 
and that finging is nothing elie but to fink and 
confound you for euer. 

This pifture of Perdition (Hypocrifie) was not 
drawne fo fmoothly, {o cunningly, and inmtitude 
fo enticmgly, but his brother (Ingrati- p'*^^"^- 
tude) though there went but a paire of Sheares 
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betweene thean, was as vgly in ihape, and as 
blacke in ibule: hee was a Fiend in proportion, 
and a Fiuy in condition. It is a monfter with 
many hands, but no eyes : It catcheth at any 
thing, but cannot fee the party from whom it 
receiues. This is that fellow made all the Diuels 
at firft, and ftiU fupplyes their number con- 
tinually. 

This is that Lethargy that makes vs forget our 

Maker, 'and neuer to thanke him for 

mmtis aiim- whatfocucr he beftowes on vs : for no 

frope omnimmd&zts. is Content with his ftate. If wee 

are poore, wee curie ; If nch, wee 

grumble it comes in no fafter ; If hard-fauoured, 

wee enuy the beautifull ; If £iire, it is our tree 

of damnation, and for money euery flaue 

dimhes it. 

This is that Torpedo^ which if we touch, a 

Tarptdhum Numbnejfe ftrikes all our ioynts, and 

^^^^^^^wec haue no feeling one of another. 

""''*^^- This is hee which maketh one forget 
God and his country, the King and his kindred, 
only to pleafe the great Diuell his father. He that 
this day hath beene comforted with thy fire, fed 
with thy bread, relieued with thy purfe, and kept 
from being lowfie by thy linnen, to / morrow will 
bee ready to fet the fame houfe on fire ^ hid him 
from cold, for thy bread to giue thee ftones ; for 
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the money thou lenteft him, to fell thee (like a 
ludas^ and for thy linnen, which wrapped him 
warme, glad to fee thee in danger to goe naked. 
Thus haft thou this Gorgon in his^^^^^jg^ 
liucly colours: becaufe therefore that,^^5^^^ 
the odioufneffe of this bcaft Ingratitude,'''^^^^ 
(hould ftill be in our eye, God hath ^^^"^ 
Hierogliphically figured it in many of^»7f,J^* 
his creatures. ^"^ ^^ 5^^ 

iii9 uvMLtuva. the breath is 

The Viper is an Embleme of i^ whofe^^^^J 
yong-ones gnaw out the belly in which 1,0*^ a^d. 
they are bred So is the MuUy whofe ^^^ 
panch being full with fucking, ftie kickes *^ i^^jjj '^ 
her dauL So is the luy, which kils that ^^P-^^^ s- 
by which it climbes : and fo is fire, which de- 
ftroyes his nourifher. 

The tongue of Ingratitude is the fting of that 
frozen Snake, which wounds the boibme that gaue 
it heate and life. 

The hands of Ingratitude are thofe Tubbes full 
of holes, which the daughters of Danaus fill vp 
with water in hell, and as faft as it is powred 
in, it all runs out againe. 

An ingratefull man therefore is not like Nero, 
that gathered flowers out of Ennius his coHikaridum 
heape of dung, but like the Cantharides ^J^i^;^. 
that fuckes poyibn out of the fweeteft ^*'^ '* ^^•'• 
flower. 

D. III. 46 
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Not without great wiiedome did that old 

The Man- ScTpcnt, (the Anthropofhagizde Satyr) 

s^'!°5SS^cloath his HeUilh brood of his in 

^^i^fhi^ humane (hapes : for you fee how bene- 

^^''oSS'^S^ficiall theu- feruice may bee to him, and 

& d°ilikSg ho^ maleuolent they are likely to be to 

thiiT^c^. '^^^ = for thefe are thofe Ichneumons that 

poiykistor, creepe in at our mouthes, and are not 

fatisfied only firft with deuouring whats within vs, 

and then to eate quite through our bodyes, but 

the food which they luft after, is to rauen vpon 

the foule. 

My purpofe was (when the grand Helca had 
gotten thefe /two Furies with nine liues), onely 
to haue drawne the Curtaines of her Childe-bed, 
in which fhee lay in, and to haue ihewne no 
more but the well-fauoured faces of her paire of 
Monkyes ; But you fee, from her withered Teates 
I haue brought them to their cradles^ from the 
cradle caried the to Nurfe; & from thence fol- 
lowed them till they were able to doe feruice in 
the world. How they haue fped, you heare, and 
how they are likely to proiper, you may iudge. 
But you muft thinke that their father, after 
hee had begun to digge, and feeing his 

Canidia a , , , . , . ^ . 

witch of whom labours thnue, would not io giue ouer : 

For the old CounteflTe Canidia^ (his 

wife) being a teeming Lamia, after fhe was 
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deliuered of the two firft Lemur es^ {Hypocrifie 
and Ingratitude) did within ftiort time umia^ 
after, bring forth others, as Schifme, ^^^Zl 
Atheifmej Pagant/me, Idiotifmey Apoftacy, °*^^*^ 
Fmpenitency, Diffidence^ Pre/umptionj and ^^P^^^- 
a whole generation of fuch others ; of whom the 
father needes not bee iealous that the 
Sorcerefle their mother playd falfe with vnhapy 
him, euery one of them beeing hke 
him in vifage, and carrying in their boibmes 
his villanous conditions ; For as he himfelfe 
goes prowling vp and downe for his Prey, fo 
do thefe take after him, and play their parts fo 
well, that all Hell roares with laughing, and rings 
with giuing them plaudits. 

For thefe Furies haue in the Church bred 
Contentions^ in Courts Irreligion^ in the Citty 
Prophanation, in the Countrey ignorance of all 
goodneflfe ; and in the World, a knowledge of the 
moft flagicious Impieties. 

At the birth of euery one thefe Monfters, were 
particular Triumphes, but aboue all the reft, one 
had the glory to be graced with a Mafque, and it 
was at an vpfitting, when the Goffips and many 
great States were there prefent. 

It / was a Morall Mafque^ a Mifticall Mafque^ 
and a Conceited^ fet out at the coft of The Masque. 
certaine Catch-pols^ who were witty in the Inuen- 
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tion, liberall in the Expence, quicke in the Per- 
formance, and neate in the putting off! 

The Mafquers themfelues were braue fellowes, 
bare-faced, not needing, nor caring for 

The Masquers. *,.. ir«- •/• \ ^ ' 

any Vizards (their owne vilages beeing 
good enough, becaufe bad enough), they were not 
afhamed of their doings. Euery one of them 
came in with fome property in his right hand. 

Their Masqu- ^fpliable to the name of a Catch-foil^ 
ingapporreiL ^^^ ^ ^^ nature of the CaUh-pls 

Mqfque : For one had a Fiihermans Net, another 
an Angling rod, another a tree like a Lime-buih, 
another a Welfh-hooke, another a Moufe-trap, 
another a handfull of Bryers, and fuch like : 
and euery one of thefe had a baite, and a Soule 
nibling at euery baite. In their left hands they 
held whips, vpon their heads they wore Anticke 
crownes of Feathers plucked fi-om Rauens wings, 
Kites and Cormorants, (beeing all Birds of Rapine 
and Catching :) And on their bodyes loofe Jackets 
of Wolues (kinnes, with Bafes to them of Vultures, 
whofe heads hang dangling downe as low as their 
knees, which made an excellent fliew. Their 
legges were buttoned vp in Gamajhes^ made of 
Beares paws, the nailes fticking out at full length. 
They who fupplyed the places of ^orch-bearers^ 
The Torch- carryed no Torches, (as in other Mas- 
*^**^'*' queries they doe) but (their armes being 
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ftript vp naked to their elbowes) they griped 
(in either hand) a bundle of liuing Snakes^ and 
Adders, which writhing about their wrifts, fpit 
wild fire and poyibn together, and ib made ex- 
cellent (port to the aflembly. 

They had a Drum^ after which they marched 
(two & two) & that was made of an old Caudron, 
the head of it being couered / with the ikins 
of two flead Spaniflf InquifitorSy and 
a hole (for Tent) beaten out at the 
very bottome : the Drum-fHckes were the fhin- 
bones of two Dutch-Free-booters \ So that it 
(bunded like a Switzers KtttU-drum. 

The Muficke ftrucke vp, and they daunced; 

in their dauncing it was an sulmirablexheMasqaen 
fight to behold, how the Soules that lay ^^"*^- 
nibbling at the baites^ did bobbe vp and downe : 
and ftill as they did bite, the whippes lafhed them 
for their liquorifhnefl^e. The fwallowing of the 
baytes was (to thofe Soules) a pleafure, and their 
ikipping to and fro, when they were whipped, 
made all Hell fall into a laughing. One of thofe 
baytes was Promotion, the (econd was Goldj the 
third Beauty J the fourth Reuenge, the fift a pipe 
of Tobacco I and fiich rotten ftufife were all the 
reft. 

The Daunce was an infemall Iri/h-hayy full of 
mad and wilde changes^ which (with the Mafquers) 
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vanifhed away as it came in, (like vnto jfgryppaes 
fhadowes.) 

Now becaufe (in naming this the Caich-pols 
Mqfque) ibme fquint-eyd Afle, (thinking he can 
fee quite through a load of MiU-ftones) will goe 
about to periwade the credulous world, that I 
meane thofe Sergeants and Officers who fit at 
Counter-gates. No, there is no (uch traine layd, 
no fuch powder, no fuch linftocke in my pen to 
giue fire : they are Bern & legates homines^ good 
fellowes, and honeft men : that name of Catch-^ll 
is fpitefully ftucke vpon them by a by-name : for 
to thefe Catch-polsy that are now vnder my fingers, 
doth it properly, naturally, and really belong, and 
to none other. 

If thofe two fet of Counters compell a man to 
caft vp his Reckoning, what he owes^ and how 
much hee is out, yet they catch no man, except 
the Law put them on, / and it is their office. No, 
no, Paulo Mdiora Canamus. Thofe Catch-pols 
whom wee deale with, are of a larger ftampe, of 
a richer mettall, and of a coine more currant. I 
will therefore firft tell you what a Caich-poll is, 
and then you may eafily picke out what thofe 
gallants are whom we call (b. 

A Caich-poll is one that doth both catch and 
What a Cauk. P^^ • ^ho is not Content onely to haue 

A''' ^ the (heepe, but muft (heare it too ; and 
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not flieare it, but to draw bloud too. So then 
by this Etymology of the word, any one that 
iinifterly wrefb and (crues Monopolies 
into his hands, to fill his Coffers, 
(though his owne confcience whifpers in his eare, 
that hee beggers the Common-wealth) and his 
Prince neuer the better for it ; but the poore 
Subiefts much the worfe : Hee is a Grand Catch- 
poll. 

Any one that takes Bribes, and holds the Scales 
of luflice with an vn-euen hand, laying the rich 
mans caufe (be it neuer fb bad) in the heauy fcale, 
and the poore mans (be it neuer fb good) in the 
light one, hee is a Catch-polL 

A Faftovy that hauing a Flocke to feede, fuffers 
them to breake into flrange fields, lets them ftray 
he cares not how ; be dragged away by the Wolfe, 
he regards not whither: ieeth them iicke and 
difeafed, and will not cure them : hee is a Catch- 
poll. 

So is a Lawyer, that fleas his Clyent, and doth 
nothing elfe for him. 

So is an Alder-man, if he rob the poore Widow, 
or friendlefTe-forfaken Orphant. 

So is a Soldier, that makes bloud, rapes, luft and 
violence his proper ends ; and not Gods quarrell, 
his Princes right, or the honour of his Country. 

So is a Citizen, that cozens other men of their 
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goods, and fels bad ware in a blind fhop, to honeft 
Cuftomers, of / which they neuer are able to make 
the one halfe : yet if they breake their day, hee will 
let them rot in prifbn rather then releafe them. 

And laftly, that Prentice, who robs his maifter, 

and fpends his fubftance vpon Harlots ; hee is a 

Catch-foll as egregious as the beft, 

•Out of thefe Rankes were thofe Hot-Jhots (the 

Mafquers) drawne, whom I leaue to double 

their Files by themfelues, becaufe I fee 

the Reare-ward comming vp, 

and I muft likewife 

teach them their 

Toftures. 





THE / BANKROVTS 
BANQUET, 

.HAT is a Maique without a Banquet? 

And what is a Banquet if it bee not 

ferued vp in State? 

To heighten therefore the Solemnity 
of this Child- beds vp- fitting, as alfb to cuny 
fauour, with the Blacke King of Neagers^ (their 
Lord and Maifter), another crew, of as boone 
Companions as the former, as fat in the purfe and 
as lauifh in fpending, but more carefull of beeing 
blazoned to the world, for what they did, and 
therefore all of them hiding their heades, laid 
their monies together, aiid prefented a Strange, 
Rare, Curious, and moft Sumptuous Banquet, to 
Donzell Diauolo. Inuiting not onely himfelfe, 
but alfb his new-deliuered Spoufe (Queene of the 
Grimme ^artarsy the Troglodites^ who eate Serpents, 
the foode of Diuels, the CimerianSy the SodomiteSy 
and the Gomorrhaans) and with her, the great 
Diabolicall Conuenticle there afTembled together. 
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To ftoppe all thde mouthes with Sugar-plumes, 

you/muft needs thinke, would aike a huge charge; 

but they who vndertake the coft, refpefted not 

the expence, for they had not onely coyne of their 

owne enough, but they had fhragd others too of 

Btrmnda theirs, and being hunted from comer to 

t/^2^!^^ corner in the world, hither (into the 

"P^mini of* Hand of the Bermudes haunted as all 

itih^ men know with Hogs and Hobgoblings) 

to the Sea. came they for ihelter, for heere they 

know they are Aire, from hence none dare fetch 

them : they are called Bankrouts. 

And becaufe the Catch-pols proportiond out a 
Deuice refponfible to their Name and Quality ; 
thefe Bankrouts (treading in the &me fteps of 
Ambition) Martiald vp a Banquet, rellifhing like- 
wife of their name, carriage and condition* So 
that, although they had hooked into their hands, 
all forts of Wares, Goods, Commodities, and 
Merchandize, out of the true Owners fingers, 
and had laid them far enough from their reach ; 
yet would they ferue this Banquet to the Table, 
neither in Plate, in Chriflall, in Chyna difhes, glafTe 
or any other furniture, but in a StufFe, deerer to 
them (and more deere to others) then any of the 
Mettals recited. For they to get wealth into their 
Fifts, not making a feare, nor conicience to feale 
to any Parchements; in Sealed Difhes, therefore 
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was their Banquet brought in. And thus the 
Bankrouts themielues (to adde more State to the 
Ceremony) came marching with their SucketSy &c. 
in order. 

Firft, the vpper end of the Table was furniflied 
with the heauieft, coftlieft, and cunningft ^hg Bankrouts 
Bondes that could be got, for loue, wit, ^q"«*- 
or mony ; and they were heaped vp with Cynamon 
Comfits, (Cynamon being an extreme Sondes. ^ 
Bynder ;) and of this Banquctting Difli Ending ni^te. 
was fuch ftore, that it ran cleane through the Board. 

Next, came in Bih Obligatoryj (a thoufand in 
a clufter) and they were filled with ^,y, binders 
Conferues of Slowes^ and other / Stipticke ^^' 
fweete-meates. 

After thefe in moft luditiall manner, and with 
great pompe and charge, were Statutes statutes ^^ 
ferued vp: and they were laden with s^'*'"* "*'^- 
Candyed Eringoes ; of purpofe to put (pint into 
him that fhould eate of this difh, and to keepe 
him vp, becaufe, if hee finke or grow ficke with 
chewing downe or fwallowing of Statute^ he es 
gone and little hope of recouery. 

luft in the taile of thofe, were brought to the 
Table a goodly company of DefeazanceSy 
and they held delicate Flakes of White ocronabke to 
and Red lellies, being both Reftoratiue, 
and very loofing to the ftomake, and good againft 
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thofe Binding and Reftringent difhes, which came 
in firft : at the vpper end of the Table this difti 
fhould haue bene ferued vp, but it had a mis- 
chance. 

After all this, a Capias with a Latitat^ went 

from one to one, but none touched 
swcetnesse in thofc di(hes, yet they were heaped 

full to the brim with Sugar-pellets^ and 
cakes of Gynger-bread piled round about them; 
But the Pellets when they were (hot did icarce 

hit, and the Gynger {o bit their tongues, 

Hot in the i r l • t_ • i^ t 

mmith and and let their mouths m a heat, that none 
"*^* at the Table toucht them, but ihifted 
them one from another. 

At the laft. Attachments appeared in their like- 
At/a^Amentssi^^^^ and they were fild into bottels of 
headyKirinke. ffypocraSy and other ftrong Wines ; able 
to lay hold of a man, as fuddenly as he laies hold 
of them, and to make him (if hee drinke hard of 
them) to bee carried away, and bid good-night 
Land-lord. 

Next thofe dirties, were brought in, a number 

outiaritsvn ^^ OutlaHeSy thwackt with Purging- 
terrible Puiges.^^^ J. for they are able to make a 

man flye ouer nine hedges. 

And below them ftood Judgements^ full of new 
Judgements lie bakt Diet-bread^ and therefore hard for 

heauy in the , /• , i-/» /i 

stomacke. the ftomacke to dilgeft. 
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But/clofe by them were placed Executions^ 
which cloyed euery ones ftomacke there ; Executiotis a 
for they were l^arts of feuerall Fruites, ^^ J^^^. 
ftucke with Mufke-cmfits of purpofe, to '^^'^'^^^ 
fweeten the mouth, if any fhould happen to lay 
his lippes to [fo] ibwre a difh. 

The laft Banquetting-ftufis (faue one) were Ne 
exeat Regnum^ and thofe were heaped /^^ exeat 
to the top with AnniJ^Jeed^mfits, being ^^y";«SS? 
exceeding good to procure Long-winds, *"**• 
if a man haue a- minde, or bee forced to Run his 
Country. 

The laft of all were ProteSionSj fome larger 
than other ; and when thefe came in, a 
ihoute was given, for all the Bankrouts wholesome & 
flung vp their caps, and bid their Guefts 
profaces^ for now they faw their Cheere. In thofe 
ProteSlions lay March-panes^ which (hewed like 
Bucklers^ f long Orange-Comfits ftanding vp like 
Pikes^ & in the midft of euery March-pane a 
goodly fweet Caflle^ all the bottomes being thickely 
ftrewed with Careawaies. And this was the Bank- 
routs Sybariticall Banquet. 

The queint cafting of the difhes (b brauely, all 
in wax was wondred at, the working, tempering, 
moulding, and fafhioning of the Sweete-meates 
were commended, the conceipt of Furnifhing the 
Table extolled, the coft well liked offy and the 
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Beftowers, not reward with common thankes ; for 
the Grand-Signior of the triple-world called the 
Bankrouts his fVTiite Stmnes, and fwore a Damnable 
Oath, that hee himfelfe would haue an Eye ouer 
them. 

And fo, after hee and his BaJhaeSy had cramd 
their guts, they ro(e, euery Officer being charged 
to looke to his place, that no more fuch terrors 
may (hake the fteepe hils that fupport his King* 
dome; and with fuch lefTons^ they flye feuerall 
waies, fwift, and as horrid as whirle-windes. A 
mufle being made amongft the poorer fort in 
Hell, /of the fweete-meate-fcraps, left after the 
Banquet. 

The Feafters being difperied, the maifters of the 
Feafty (the Bankrouts) held in a knot together: 
it was told them, there was beating at the gates 
to fpeake with them. All went to iee : and who 
was it but the Comfit -fnakerj that trufted them 
with his ftufle, and brought a bill of three-foore 
and odde pounds, requefting to haue his money. 
His Fay-maifters told him this was no world to 
part from money, but to get as much as euery 
man could into his owne hands : other men did 
ib, and fo would they, their dders read them that 
leflbn, and they muft take it out. If he would 
take two fhillings in the pound, they would pay 
him downe vpon the naile : If not, they were 
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reiblued to try the vtmoft, and therefore bid him 
go ihake his eares. 

The poore rotten-tooth'd G)mfit-inakcr, at thefe 
out-of-tune-notes, was ready to run out of his 
wits: Hee rapt at the gate% fwore, curfed, and 
railed; Are you men (cryed he out) or diuels? 
How fhall I pay my Sugar-marchant ? How 
my Grocers ? How my Bakers ? How my worke- 
men ? How my Orange-women, if you pay me 
thus with flips ? Into halters flip you all ; you 
haue robbed me, vndone me, beggered me, and 
left nothing in my ftiop but one box of bitter 
Almonds, and I would they were burning red- 
hot in your bellies too. 

The more (bwre his language was, the more 
fweet it was to them : for they did but laugh to 
heare him curfe, and went their wayes : He feeing 
no remedy, fwore hee would rattle all hell about 
their eares if they bob'd him off thus : And (o 
betweene fcolding and whining, he thus tooke 
his peny-worths of them in words, though not 
in filuer. 

If (faid he) you were poore, and had it not, 
I would neuer aflce you a peny, if you Men that are 
were forced to breake by any / late '"^ ^^^^ 
fliip-wracke at fea, or by the villany p"*^*^ 
of Debito\r\s on the land, or by the frownes of 
the world, or the falfenefle of feruants, I fliould 



3/6 THE BANKROVTS BANQUET. 

pawne my ihirt fit>in my backe to releiue you; 
but you burft vpon knauery, cheating, and 
roguery. 

You that thus vndermine your owne eftates, 
An inuectiue With Other mens) your (elues, are like 

against voltui- ^ /» ,. - ^ • tt_ 

taiy and trees ftanding m your next neighbours 

bankerouts. gTound, which you climbe in the darke, 

& gathering the fruit (like theeues) run away 

with it by Moone-fhine. But if- your ftates were 

weake for want of ability to pay, then are you 

thofe trees that (in your owne ground) are beaten 

with ftormesy whofe apples are (haken down fpite- 

fuUy on the earth, and are deuoured by fuch 

Hoggijh debters before the true Owners can come 

to take them vp : and if ib, you are to be pittied 

and releeued. You tell me you will breake : do 

Thdr good ^> breake your neckes. But before you 

name lost ^^ ^^ make this account, that you are 

as bad as halfe hanged ; for you haue an ill, and 

a moft abhominable name : try elfe. 

A Bankroui^ that is to by^ a Banker-out : A 
whoba Citizen that deales in mony, or had 
^^'^^^^^ mony in Banke^ or \n ftocke. He is out 

(when he Breakes:) But me tMnkes hee is rather 

In. I fee no reaibn we ihould (ay, he breakesy 

The Hfe of a ^^^ « more rcafbu to cry out, He 

'^'''^^' makes all whoUy or hee makes vp his 

mouthy (as you haue done with my plums) or he 
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gets the diuell and alL For what doe you, but 
lye grunting in your ftyes^ like Hogges^ and fat 
your ribbes with fruits of other mens labours. In 
my opinion you ftiould feare the bread you eate 
fhould choke you, becaufe it is ftolne ; the drinke 
you iwallow fliould ftrangle you, becaufe you 
quafie the bloud of honeft houftiolders : and that 
the wine you carowie fliould dam you, becaufe 
(with it) you mixe the teares of mothers, & the 
cries of children. 

If a Rogue cut a puHe, hee is hanged ; if pilfer, 
hee is burnt in the hand : You are worie then 
Rogues ; for you cut / many puHes : Nay, you cut 
many mens throats, you fteale from the y^c sinne of 
hufl)and, his wealth : from the wife lier * ^^''^'^^ 
dowry : from children their portions. So that 
ouer your heads hang the cuHes of Families : 
how then can you hope to pro^r ? For to play 
the Bankrout, is to bid men to a Citty-rifling, 
where euery one puts in his money, and none 
wins but one, and that is the Bankrout. 

If all the water in the Thames were inke, and 
all the fethers vpon Swans backes wereThc^jjj^y^^^ 
pens, and all the finoky fiiiles of weft- ^^^J^ 
erne barges, were white paper, & all the ^n*"***- 
Scriueners, all the Clarkes, all the Schoole-maifters, 
& all the Scholers in the kingdome were fet a 
writing, and all the yeares of the world yet to 

D. III. 48 
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come, were to be tmploied only in that bufineiTe : 
that inke would be fpent, thofe pens grub'd clofe 
to the ftumps, that paper fcribled all ouer, thofe 
writers wearied, and that time wome out^ before 
the fhifts, legerdemaineSy conueiance% reaches, 
fetches, ambu(he% traines, and clofe vnder-mtnings 
of a Bankrout could to the life be fet downe. 
This was the laft winter-plum the fad Comfit- 
maker threw at their heads ; and fo left them, 
and fo I leaue them. 

My Mufe that art fo merry. 
When wilt thou fay th'art weary ? 
Neuer (I know it) neuer. 
This flight thou couldft keepe euer : 
Thy (hapes which fo do vary. 
Beyond thy bownds thee cary. 
Now plume thy ruffled wings, 
Hee's hoarfe who alwayes fings. 

Contigimus portum, qub mihi cur/us erai. 

FINIS. / 
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